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HE manuſcript JouRNAL of our late 
friend, JOHN WOOLMAN, was 
ended in England; where he alſo finiſhed all 
his labours. It appears, by a letter which he 
ſent, in his laſt illneſs, to a friend in London, 


that he did not intend the whole ſhould be 


printed, and that he defired the ſaid friend to 
reviſe what he had written in this nation, and 
leave out ſuch parts as he ſhould think pro- 
per. It was, notwithſtanding, ſent entire, with- 
out any alteration, to America; where it was 
ſoon after printed, together with ſeveral Tracts 


which had been publiſhed in his life-time. 


But, as ſome paſſages in the Journal con- 
tain obſervations which appear to have been 
intended as private memorandums only, and 
others relate to circumſtances which happened 
in his native country, not expedient to be pre- 


ſerved on record in this nation, it is appre- 
hended that the W AzRipotMENT of 
AZ | it 


F 


be acceptable to friends, and may be of 
K ice 2 r ay. AL 2 
ments and pertinen advices, relative to la- 
very and the oppreſſion of the Negroes in the 
Plantations, are contained in the Journal, it 
prag therefore apprehended. that two ſmall 
Tracts, on that ſubject, might be omitted in 
his Abridgement, 
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JOHN WOOLMAN, . 


Of Mount- Holly, in the province of Neto-Jerſey, 
in America ; who departed this hfe, at the. 
hauſe of dur friend, Thomas Prieſtman, in 

the ſuburbs of this city, the 7th of the tenth. 

month, 1772, and was interred, in the bury- 
ing- ground of friends, the gth of the ſame, 
aged about fifty-two years, 3 5 


HIS out valuable friend, having been 
under a religious engagement, for ſome 
time, to viſit friends in this nation, and more 
eſpecially us in the northern, parts, under- 
took the ſame, in full concurrence, and near 
ſympathy with his friends and brethren at home, 
as appeared by certificates from the monthly. 
and quarterly meetings to which HTTP» 
and from the ſpring- meeting of miniſters and 
elders, held at Philadelphia for Pennſylyania 
and New-Jetley, i 15 554210 he 
23 He 


re 


KS 

Fle arrived in the city of London the Bs : 

ginoing of the laſt yearly-meeting, and, after 
attending that meeting, travelled northward, : 
_ viſiting the quarterly-meetings of Hertfordlhire, 

Buckinghamſhire, Northamptonſhire, Oxford- 

ſhire, and Worceſterſhire, and divers particu- 
lar meetings in his way. 

He viſited many meetings on the weſt ſide 
of this county; alſo ſome in Lancaſhire and 
Weſtmoteland.; from whence he came to our 
quarterly-meeting in the Jaſt ninth month ; 
and, though much out of health, yet was en- 
abled to attend all the fittings of that Og 
except the laſt. © 

His diſorder, then, which proved the finall- 
pox, increaſed ſpeedily upon him, and was 
very afflicting; under which he was ſupport- 
ed in much meekneſs, patience, and Chriſ- 
tian fortitude. To thoſe, who attended. him 
in his illneſs, his mind appeared to be centered 
in divine love; under the precious influence 
whereof, we believe; he finiſhed his courſe, 
as are into the dons of everlaſting: 
In Ge erh part of ki illneſs he requeſted! a 
friend to write, and he broke forth thus: 
as Lord; my God! the amazing horrors 
of darkneſs were gathered around me and co- 
vered me all over, and T ſaw no way to go" 
forth +1 felt the miſery of my fellow-crea- 
totes ſeparated from the divine Harmony, and* 

it was heavier than I could bear, and I Was 
cruthed down under it: I lifted up my hand, 
and ſttetched out = arm, but there was 


none 


* 


t 1 


tone. (6 kelp me: I locked round about, and 
was atnazed: In the depths; of miſery, O 
Lord! I remembered that thou att omni po- 
tent? that I had called thee Fatherj and I felt 
that I loved thee, and 1 was made quiet in 
thy will, and I waited for deliverince from 
thee; thou hadſt pity upon me when no man 
could help me: 1 ſaw. that migekneſs under 
ſuffering was ſfewed to us in the moſt affect- 
| ing example of thy Son, and thou waſt teach 
ing me to follow him, and I ſaid, Thy will, 
O Father, be done. | 
Many more of his weighty Spend might 
have been inſerted here, but it was deemed. 
unneceſlary, they being already. publiſhed in 
rint. 
2 He was a man endued with a large natural 
capatity ; and, being obedient. to the mani- 
feſtations of divine grace, having in patience: 
and humility endured many deep baptiſms; 
he became thereby ſanctified and fitted for 
the Lord's work, and was truly ſerviccable 
in his church: dwelling in awful fear. an 
watchfulnefs, he was careful, in his public 
ances, to feet the putting forth: of the 
divine hand, ſo that the ſpring of the goſpel- 
miniſtry often flowed through. him with great 
ſweetneſs and putity, as a refreſhing ſtream 
to the weary ttavellers toward tlie city of 
God: ſkilful in dividing the word, he Was 
furniſhed by Him, in Wwhom are hid all the 
treaſures of wiſdom 9 4 knowledge, to com- 
municate freely a" the ſeveral e of the 
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pepple where his lot was caſt. His conduct at 
ther times was ſeaſoned with the like watch- 
ful circumſpection and attention to the gui- 
dance of divine wiſdom, which rendered his 
whole converſation uniformly edifying. 
He was fully perſuaded that, as the life of 
Chriſt comes to reign in the earth, all abuſe 
and unneceſſary oppreſſion, both of the human 
and brute creation, will come to an end; but, 
under. the ſenſe of a deep revolt and an over- 
flowing ſtream of bet xg his life bas 


been often a life of mourning. 


He was deeply concerned on account of 
that inhuman and iniquitous practice of 


making ſlaves of the people of Africa, or 


holding them i in that ſtate ; and, on that ac- 
count, we underſtand he hath not only written 
ſome. books, but travelled. much on the con- 
tinent of America, in order to make the Ne- 
gro- maſters (eſpecially thoſe. in profeſſion with 
us) ſenſible of che evil of ſuch a practice; and 
though,. in his journey to England, he was 
far. removed from the outward fight of their 
ſufferings, yet his deep exerciſe of mind re- 
maine d, as appears by, a .ſhort treatiſe he 
wrote in this journey, and his frequent. con- 
cern to open the miſerable ſtate of this deep- 
Iy-injured people. His teſtimony, in the laſt, 
meeting he attended, was on . this. ſubject, ;+ 
wherein he remarked, that, as we, as a ſociety, 
when under , outward, ſufferings, had often 
found it our concern to lay them before thoſe 
in authority, and thereby, in the Lord's time, 


FA had 


gone. M63 
WS | 


had obtained relief, ſo he tecommended his 
oppreſſed part of the creation to o notice, 
that we may, as way may open, repreſent their 
ſufferings, in an individual, If not a lenz 
capacity, to thoſe in authority. is Fi 
... Deeply ſenſible that the deſire tw gratify 
people's inclinations in luxury and-ſuperfluts 
ties, is the principal ground of oppreſſion, 
and the accaſion of many unneceſſary wants; 
he believed it to be his duty to be a pattern 
of great ſelf-denial with reſpect to the things 
of this life, and earneſtly' to labour with 
friends in the meekneſs of wiſdom, to im- 
preſs on their minds the great importance of 
our teſtimony in theſe things, recommendihg 
to the guidance of the bleſſed truth in chis 
and all other concerns, and cautioning ſuch 
as are experienced therein "againſt contenting 
themſelves with acting up to the "ſtandard. of 
others, but to be careful to make the ſtand- 
ard of truth, manifeſted to them, the meaſure 
of their obedience for, ſaid he, that pu- 
rity of life which proceeds from faithfulneſs 
Ain following the Spirit of Truth, that ſtate 
where our minds are devoted to ſerve God, 
and all our wants are bounded by his wit- 
dom, — this habitation has often been opened 
before me, as a place of retirement for the 
children of the light, where they may ſtand 
ſeparated from that which diſordereth and con- 
fuſeth the affairs of ſociety, and where we may 
have a teſtimony of our innocence in the hearts 
of thoſe who behold us.” 
We 


[ = f 


We conclude with fervent deſires that we, 
us & people, may thus, by our example, pro- 
mote the Lord's work in the earth; and, out 
hearts being prepared, may unite in prayer to 
the great Lord of the harveſt, that as, in his 
infinite wiſdom, he hath greatly ſtripped the 
church, by removing, of late, divers faithful 
minifters and elders, he may be pleaſed to ſend 
forth many more faithful labourers into his 


Signed in, by order, and on bebalf of, 
faid meeting: 


Toy 
wy 


+ Thomas Bennett, Samuel Briſcoe, 
Joln Storr, Jobn Turner. 
1 2 Eglin, Faſbua Robinſn, 
Thomas Perhinſon,, Thomas Prigſiman, and 


98 


; » Foſeph Wright, tl divers other Friends, 


ade 
U 

l eee 
TTY iE Rai 204 8 i ct Sint 
eng Nine 
"Di * 8. 7 1 ** N. Vos 
| 4 * Bee i 
o r HR. 1725 Gand 


MONTHLY:MEETING: r RE os. 5 


1 


5 Held i in Nn — ff 2 of the eighth nd in tha yogn of 
- our Lord 1774, concerning our efleemed friend, 


JOHN WOOLMAN; DECEASED. 


E was born in Northam ton, in the 

county of Burlington, and provin ovincelof 
Weſt-New- Jerſey, in the eighth month, 1720, 
of religious parents, who inſtrufted him very 
early in the principles of the chriſtian religi- 
on, as profeſſed by the people called Quakers, 
which he eſteemed a bleſſing to him, even in 
his young years, tending to preſerve him 
from the infection of wicked children; but, 
through the workings of the enemy, and le- 
ity incident to youth, he frequently deviated: 
from thoſe parental precepts, by which he 
Jaid a renewed foundation for repentance, 
that was finally ſucceeded by a godly ſorrow 
not to be repented of, and ſo became ac- 
quainted with that ſanctifying power which 
qualifies for true goſpel miniſtry, into which 
he was called about the twenty-ſecond year 
of his age; and, by a faithful uſe of the ta- 
lents committed to him, he experienced an 
| increaſe, until he arrived at the ſtate of a fa - 
ther, 


„„ 


ther capable of dividing the word aright to 
the different ſtates he miniſtered unto; diſ- 
penſing milk to babes, and meat to choſe of 
riper years. Thus he found the efficacy of 
that power to ariſe; which, in his ow ex- 
preſſions, . prepares the creature to ſtand 
like a trumpet through which the Lord ſpeaks 
to: bis people. — He was a loving huſband, a 
tender father, and very humane to every 
paves of the creation under his care. 75 

His concern for the poor and thoſe in af 
fliction was evident by bis viſits to them; 
whom he frequently relieved by his aſſiſtance 
and charity. He was for many years' deeply 
exerciſed on account of the poor enſlaved A- 
fricans, whoſe cauſe, as he ſometimes men- 
tioned, - lay almoſt continually upon him,, 
and, to obtain liberty to thoſe. captives, he la- 
boured both in public and private; and was 
favoured to ſee his endeavours crowned with 
conſiderable ſucceſs. He was particularly 
defirous that friends ſhould not be inſtru- 
mental to lay burthens on this oppreſſed peo- 
ple, but remember the days of ſuffering from 
which they had been Priest delivered; 
that, if times of trouble ſhould return, no in- 
juſtice dealt to thoſe in ſlavery might riſe in 
judgement againſt us, but, being clear, we 
might on ſuch occaſions addreſs the Almigh- 
ty, with a degree of confidence, for his inter- 
poſition and relief; being particularly careful, 
as to himſelf, not to countenance. flavery, 
even by the uſe of thoſe conveniences of life 
a wok were ſurniſhed by their labour, 1 . 


| 


He was. deſirous to have his own, and the 
: minds of. others,” redeemed. from the pleaſures 
and immoderate profits of this world, and to 
fix them on thoſe joys vhich fade not aways 
his principal care being after a life of purity, 
endeavouring to avoid not only the groſſer 
pollutions, but thoſe alſo which, _ appearing 
in a more refined dreſs, are not ſufficientiy 
guarded againſt by ſome well- diſpoſed peo- 
ple. In the latter part of his life he was re- 
markable for the plainneſs and ſimplicity! of 
his dreſs, and, as much as. poſſible, avoided 
the uſe of plate, coſtly furniture, and feaſting: 
thereby endeavouring to become an example 
of temperance and ſelf-denial, which he be- 
lieved himſelf called unto, and was favours 
ed with peace therein, although i it carried the 
_appearance of great auſterity in the view of 
ſome. He was very moderate in his char ges 
in the way of buſineſs, and in his deſires 
ter gain; and, though a man of induſtry, avoid 
ed, and ſtrove much to lead others out of ex- 
treme labour and anxiouſneſs after periſhable 
«things; being deſirous that the ſtrength of 
our bodies might not be ſpent in ptocuring 
things unprofitable, and that we might uſe 
moderation and kindneſs to the brute animals 
under our care, to prize the uſe of them as a 
great favour, and by no means abuſe them; 
that the gifts of Providence ſhould be thank - 
fully received and applied to the aßen they 
were deſigned for. | 
He ſeveral times opened a ſchool at Mount- 
Holly, for the inſtruction of poor friends 
5 children 


{ av ;] 


Ehgdcen and dthers,: being eoncertied for their 
help and improvement therein: his love and 
for the riſing youth among us were truly 
eat, recommending to parents and thoſe 
who have the charge of them, to chooſe con- 
ſeientious and pious tutors, ſaying, © It is a 
Jovely ſight ta behold innocent children,“ and 
that 1. 10 labour for their help, againſt that 
which would mar the beauty of their minds, 
is a debt we owe them.“ 


4 


His miniſtry was ſound, very deep and pene- 


Voting. ſometimes pointing out the dangerous 
Aithation which indulgence and cuſtom lead 
into ; frequently exhorting others, eſpecially 

the youth, not to be diſcouraged at the Git 
£ultics which occur, but preſs after purity. 
He often expreſſed an earneſt engagement that 


Pere w dom fhould be attended to, which 


would lead into lowlineſs of mind and refigria- 

tion to the divine will, in which ſtate {mall 
oſſeſſions here would be, ſufficient. 
In tranſacting the affairs of diſcipline, 6 

ee erg was found and clear, and he was 


very uſeſul in treating with thoſe who had 


done amiſs; he viſited ſuch in a private 
way in that plainneſs which truth dictates, 
mewing great tenderneſs and Chriſtian for- 
bearance. He was a conſtant attender of our 
yearly=meecting, in which he was a good ex- 
ample, and particularly uſeful ; aſſiſting in 
the buſineſs thereof with great weight and at- 
tention. He ſeveral times viſited moſt of the 
meetings of friends in this and the neigh» 


N provinces, with the cancurrenoe of 
| the 


180 


e. 3 


the menthly- meeting to. which he belanged, 
and, ws have me 3 had Lhe 
viee therein, generally gr always expreſfing, 
at his return, — it the Lint pur. 
the eyidence of peace in his mind for thus 
performing his duty. He was often concern 
ed with other friends in the important ſervice 
of viſiting families, which he was enabled to 


E 


.go through to ſatisfactioo . 
In the minutes of the meeting of miniſters 
and elders for this quarter, at the foot of a 
liſt of the members of that meeting, made 
about five years before his death, we find in 
his hand writing the following obſeryatians 
and reflections. As looking over the mi- 
nutes, made by perſons who have put off thin 
body, hath ſometime revived in me a thought 
how ages paſs away; fo this liſt may p 
bly revive a like thought in ſome, when Iand 
the reſt of the perſons abovenamed are cen» 
| tered in another ſtate of being. The Lord, 
who was the guide of my youth, hath in ten- 
der mercies helped me hitherto; he hath 
healed me of wounds, he hath helped me out. 
of grievous entanglements; he remains to be 
the ſtrength of my life; to whom I deſire to 
devote myſelf in time, and in eternity.“ 
Signed, John Woolman. ldd. 
In the twelfth month, 1771, he acquaint- 
ed this meeting that he found his mind drawn 
towards a religious viſit to friends in ſome 
parts of England, particularly-in Yorkſhire. 
n the firſt month, 1772, he obtained our cer- 
4ificate, which was approved and endorſed by 
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2 arterly meeting, and by the half y Jear's 8 


ting of miniſters and elders at Phi adel- 
phia. He embarked on his voyage in the 
fifth, ang arrived in” London in the fixth, 


e. I the benen of friend: at York 
reat-Britain, in the ſuburbs whereof, at 
1 uſe of our friend, Thomas Prieſtman, he 


died of the ſmall-pox, on the ſeventh day of 


the tenth month, 1772, and was buried in 
friends burying-ground in that city, on the 
3 of the ſame, after a large and ſolid 
eeting held on the occaſion at their great 
meeting-houſe, aged near fifty-two years; a 
miniſter , upwards of thirty years, during 
which” time he belonged to "Mount-Holly 
articular meeting, which he diligently at- 
tended when at home and in health of body, 
and his labours of love, and pious care for the 
proſperity of friends in the bleſſed truth, we 
hope may not be forgotten, but that his 8 


works may be remembered to edi fication. 
Fig ned in, and by order of, the ſaid meeting, by 
| rt SAMUEL ALLINSON, Clerk. 


Read and approved at our quarterly-meet- 
ing, held at Burlington the 2 of the 8th 


month, 1774. 7 AP 39 
. igned, by order of ſaid meeting, * 


x DANIEL SMITH, Clerk. 
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oF | 
JOHN WOOLM AN, 


IN THE SERVICE OF THE GosPEL., 


„ 1 


His birth and parentage, with ſome account of 
the operations of divine grace on his mind in 
his youth.— His firſt appearance in the mini- 

firy— And his confiderations, while young, 
on the . of ſlaves. 


to leave ſome hints in writing of my ex- 
perience cf the goodnels of God; and 
now, in the thirty-fixth year of my age, I 
begin this work. 

| TI was born in Northampton, in Burling- 
ton county, Weſt- Jerſey, in the year 1720; 


and before I was ſeven years old I began to 
B 2 be 


1 HAVE often felt a motion of love 
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be acquainted" with the operations of divine 
love. Through the care of my parents, I was 
taught to read nearly as ſoon as I was capable 
of it; and, as I went from ſchool one ſeventh 
day, I remember, while my companions went 
to play by the way, I went' forward out of 
ſight, and, fitting down, I read the 22d chap- 
ter of the Revelations. * He ſhewed me a 
5 pure river of water of life, clear as chryſ- 
« tal, proceeding out of the throne of God 
and of the Lamb, Fc.“ and, in reading 
it, my mind was drawn to ſeek after that 

ure habitation, which, I then believed, God 
had prepared for his ſervants. The place 
where I ſat, and the ſweetneſs that attended 
my mind, retnain freſh in my memory. 

This, and the like gracious viſitations, had 
that effect upon me, that, when boys uſed ill 
language, it troubled me; and, through the 
continued mercies of God, I was preſerved 
from it. 

The pious inſtructions of my parents were 
often freſh in my mind when I happened to be 
among wicked children, and were of uſe to me. 
My parents, having a large family of children, 
uſed frequently, on firſt days, after meeting, 
to put us to read in the holy ſcriptures, or 
fome religious books, one after another, the 

reſt fitting by without much converſation ; 
which, I Have ſince often thought, was a good 
practice. From what I had read and heard, 
I believed there had been, in paſt ages, peo- 
ple who walked in uprightneſs before God, 
in a degree, exceeding any that I knew, or 
heard 
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heard of, now living: and the apprehenſion 
of there being leſs ſteadineſs. and firmneſs, 
among people in this age than in paſt ages, 
often troubled me while I was a child. 
A thing remarkable in my childhood was 
that once, going to a neighbour's houſe, 
I faw, on the way, a robin ſitting on her 
_ neſt, nl 48 1 came near ſhe went off, but, 
having young ones, flew about, and with 
many cries exprefled her concern for them; 
I tood and threw ſtones. at her, till, one ſtri- 
king her, ſhe fell down dead: at firſt I was 
pleaſed with the exploit, but after a few mi- 
nutes was ſeized with horror, as having, in 
a ſportive way, killed an innocent creature 
while ſhe was careful for her young: I be- 
held her lying dead, and thought thoſe young 
ones, for which ſhe was fo careful, muſt now 
eriſh for want of their dam to nouriſh them; 
and, after ſome painful conſiderations on the 
ſubje&, I climbed up the tree, took all the 
young birds, and killed them; ſuppoſing that 
better than to leave them to pine away and 
die milerably: and believed, in this caſe, 
that ſeripture- proverb Was fulfilled, The 
« tender mercies of the wicked are cruel.” I 
then went on my errand, but, for ſome 
hours, could think of little elſe but the cru- 
elties I had commited, and was much trou- 
bled. Thus He, whoſe tender mercies are 
over all his works, | hath placed a principle. 
in the human mind, which incites to exer- 
ciſe goodneſs towards every living creature ; 


and, this being ſingly attended to, people 
, B 3 become 
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become tender-hearted and ſympathiling 
but, being frequently and totally rejected, the 
mind becomes ſhut up in a contrary diſpo - 
ſition. 
About the wwelfth year of my age, my 
5 father being abroad, my mother reproved 
me for ſome miſconduct, to which I made 
an undutiful reply ; and, the next firſt day, 
as I was with my father returning from 
meeting, he told me he underſtood I had 
behaved amiſs. to wy mother, and adviſed 
me to be more careful in future. I knew 
myſelf blameable, and in ſhame and confu- 
fro remained ſilent. Being thus awakened 
to a ſenſe of my wickedneſs, 1 felt remorſe 
in my mind, and, getting home, I retired and 
prayed to the Lord to forgive me; and do 
net remember that I ever, after that, ſpoke 
unhandſomely to either of my parents, how- 
ever fooliſh in ſome other things. 
Having attained the age of fixteen years, 
I began to love wanton company; and though 
was preſerved from profane language, or 
ſcandalous conduct, till I perceived a plant in 
me which produced much wild grapes; yet my 
merciful Father forfook me not utterly, but, 
at times, through his grace, I was brought 
ſeriouſly to confider my ways; and the fight 
of my backſlidings affected me with ſorrow ; 
but, for want of rightly attending to the re- 
proofs of inſtruction, vanity was added to 
vanity, and repentance to repentance: upon 
the whole, my mind was more and more ali- 


enated from the * and I haſtened to- 
ward 
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ward.deſtcuftion; | While I meditate. on the 
gulph tawratds which, I travelled; and geſſect 
on my youthful diſobedience, for theſe things 
I weep, mine eyes run down with ie 95 

. Advancing in age, the number of my ac- 
quaintances increaſed, and thereby MY Wa 
grew more difficult: though I had found 
comfort ia reading the, holy ſcriptures, and 
thinking on heavenly things, I was, pew 
eſtranged therefrom: 1 knew. I was going 
. the. flock. of Chriſt, and had eng wtply- 
tion to retuta ; hence ſerious reflecjpns were 


7 


uneaſy. 49; me, and youthful vanities and di- 


verſions: my greateſſ plesſute, Rungipg in 
this rgad |, found may, likę mytelf: ande 
aſſociated io, chat Wehe is reverſe, 4p. true 
friendſhip· „ Ae 4} 92g Et eg 
But in this ſwift race it pleaſed Godito, vie 
kit, me with, ſickneſs, ſo that I. doubted... of 
recovering x: and then, did, dak ness; horxon, 
and | amazement, with full force, ſeize me, 
even hen my pain and diſtreſs of, body, rag 
very great» 1; thought it would. hays:;heee 


better for me never to have had a being, than 


to ſee the day which IL now faw. I was filled 

with confuſion; and in great affliction, both 
of mind and body, I lay and bewailed Wye 
ſelf. I had not confidence to lift up my cties 
to God. whom I had thus offended; but, in 
a deep ſenſe of my great folly, 1:;was.bume 
bled before him: and, at length, that Word 
which is as a fire and a hammer, broke and 
diſſolved my rebellious heart, and then my 
cies were put up in contrition; and in the 


B 4 multitude 
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multitude of his mercies I found-inward' re- 
lief, and felt a cloſe engagement, that, if be 
was pleaſed to reſtore my health, 1 __ 
walk: humbly before him. 

After my recovery, this Dan ethained 
with | me 2 conſiderable time; but, by de- 
rees, givi to youthful vanities, the 
res . 7 gening- with —— 
young people, I loft ground. The Lord had 
been very gratious, and ſpoke peace to me 
in the dine of my diſtreſs; and I now moſt 
ungratefully turned again to folly ;/ on which 
account, at times, I felt ſharp" reproof. I 
was not ſo hardy as to commit things ſcan- 
dalous; but to exceed in vanity; and pro- 
mote mirth, was my chief ſtudy. Still I re- 
tained a love for pious people, and their com- 
pany brought an awe upon me. My dear pa- 
rents, ſeveral times, admoniſhed me in the 
fear of the Lord, and their admonition enter- 
ed into my heart, and had a good effect for a 
ſeaſon; but; not getting deep enough to pray 
rightly, the tempter, when he came, found 
entrance. I remember once, having ſpent 
a part of the day in wantonneſs, as I went to 
bed at night, there lay in a window, near my 
bed,” a bible, which I opened, and firſt caſt 

"eye on this text, we lie down in our 
10 ſhame, and our confuſion covers us; this 
I knew to be my caſe : andy meeting with ſo 
unexpected a reproof, I-was ſomewhat affect- 
ed with it, and went to bed under remorſe of 
conſcience ; which I ſoon caft off again. 
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Thus time paſſed on: my heait was reples 
niſhed with mirth and wantonneſs, 4nd 
pleaſing ſcenes of vanity were preſentec to 
my imagination, till I attained the age of 
eighteen years; near which time I felt the 
jaodgements of God, in my ſoul, like a cons 
ſuming fire; and, looking over my Rn 
the proſpect was moving. — I was often ſad, 
and longed to be delivered from thoſe vani- 
ties; then again, my heart was ſtrongly in- 
clined to them, and there was in me 4c fore 
conflict: at times I turned to folly, and then; 
again, ſorrow and confuſion took hold of 
me. In a while; I reſolved: totally to leade off 
ſome of my vanities; hüt there Was a ſectfet 
reſerve, in my heart, of the more refined pare 
of them, and I was not low enough to find 
true peace. Thus, for ſome months, I Had 
great troubles; there remaining in me an un- 
ſubjected will, which rendered my labòurs 
fruitleſs, till at length, through the merciful 
continuance of heavenly viſitations, I πτπ s 
made to bow down in ſpirit before the Lord. 
remember one evening I had ſpent ſome 
time in reading pious author; and walking 
ont alone, I humbly prayed ao the Lord for 
his help, that I might be! delivered from all 
thoſe vanities which ſo enſnared me. Thus; 
being brought low, he helped me; and, as F 
learned to bear the croſs, I felt refreſhment'to 
come from his preſence; but, not keeping in 
that ſtrength which gave vidory, Tloft ground 

again; the ſenſe of which greatly affected 


me: and 1 fought deſarts and lonely places, 
and 
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and there, with tears, did confeſs my ſins to 
God, and humbly craved help of him. And, 
I may lay, with reverence, he was near to me 
in my troubles, and in thoſe times of humi- 
liation opened my ear to diſcipline. I was 
now led to look ſeriouſly at the means by 
which I was drawn from the pure truth, and 
learned this, that, if I would live in the life 
which the faithſul ſervants of God lived i in, 
I muft not go into company as heretofore in 
my own. will; but all the cravings of ſenſe 
muſt be governed by a divine principle. In 
times of ſorrow and abaſement theſe inſtruc- 
tions were ſealed upon me, and I felt the 
power of Chriſt prevail over ſelfiſh deſires, ſo 
that I was preſerved in a good degree of ſtea- 
dineſs; and, being young, and (believing, at 
that time, that a ſingle lite was beſt for me, I 
was ſtrengthened to keep from ſuch company 
as had often been a ſnare to e. 
I kept ſteadily to meetings; ſpent firſt days 
afternoons chiefly in reading the ſcriptures and 
other good books; and was early convinced, 
in my mind, that true religion conſiſted in an 
inward life, wherein. the heart doth. love and 
reverence God the Creator, and learns to ex- 
erciſe true juſtice and goodneſs, not only to- 
ward all men, but alſo toward the brute crea» 
tures.— That, as the mind was moved, by an 
inward principle, to love God as an inviſible 
incomprehenſible Being, by the fame princi- 
ple it was moved to love him in all his mani- 
feſtations in the viſible world. — That, as by 
his breath the flame of life was kindled in 
all 
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all animal ſenſible creatures, to ſay- wailbve 
God, and, at the ſame time, exerciſe prueky 
toward the leaſt ut e 18 4 TN Mr 2 
kei {gow bor 

I found no ca ape ng ſects, and 
opinions: 3 hut believed, that ſincete aprights 
hearted people, in every ſociety who!;truly 
love God, were accepted of him. 183 

As I lived under the croſs, and ſmply fol- 
ws the openings of truth, my mind, from 
day to day, was more enlightened ;- my fors 
mer acquaintance were left to judge of me as 
they would, for I found it ſafeſt for me to 
live in private, and keep theſe things ſealed 
vp in my own; breaſt. - While I ſilently pon 
der on that change ,wrougbt in: me, I find no 
language equal to it, nor any means to gems 
vey to another. a clear idea of it; I look 
upon the works of God in this viſible crear 
tion, and an awfulneſs covered me: my heart 
was tender and often conttite, and univerſal 
love to my fellow-creatures increaſed in me: 
this will be underſtood by ſuch: as have 
trodden the ſame path. Some glances: of real 
beauty may be ſeen in their nk who dwell 
in true meekneſs. A lie 

There is ee ka Pom found of ther 
voice to Which divine love gives utterazicey 
and ſome appearance of right order in their 
temper and conduct, whole paſſions are re- 
gulated ; yet all theſe do not fully ſhe forth 
that naw life to ſuch as have not felt it: 
but this white ſtone and new name is knows 
nghtly to ach only as have it. 


Though | 
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Though I had been thus ſtreygthened to 
bear be croſs, I ſtill found myſelf in great 
danger, having many weakneſſes attending 
me, and ſtrong temptations to wreſtle with; 
in the feeling whereof I frequently withdrew 
into. private. places, and often with tears be- 
ſought the Lord to help me, - whoſe gracious 
car was open to my cry. 

All this time 1 lived with my parents, oy 
wrought on the plantation; and, having had 
ſchooling pretty well for a planter, I uſed to 
improve it in winter-evenings, and other lei- 
ſure times; and, being now in the twenty- 
firſt year of my age, a man, in much buſi- 
neſs at ſhop-keeping and baking, aſked me, 
if. I would hire with him to tend ſhop and 
keep books. I acquainted my father with 
the propoſal; and, after ſome deliberation, it 
was 2 for me to go. 

At home I had lived retired; and now, ba- 
ving a proſpect of being much in the way of 
company. I felt frequent and fervent cries in 

heart to God, the father of mercies, that 

he would preſerve me from all corruption; 
that, in this more public employment, I 
might ſerve him, my gracious Redeemer, in 
that humility and ſelf-denial, with which I 
had been, in a ſmall degree, exerciſed in a 
more private life. The man, who employed 

me, furniſhed a ſhop in Mount-Holly, about 
five miles from my father's houſe, and fix 
from his own; and there I hved alone, and 
tended his ſhop. - Shortly after my ſettlement 
here I was viſited by ſeveral} young people, 


m_ 
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my former acquaintance,” who knew nt but 
vanities would be as agreeable: to me no 4 
ever; and; at theſe times, I cried tò the 
Lord, in ſeeret, for wiſdom and ſtrength; for 
I felt myſelf encompaſſed with difficulties; 
and had freſh occaſion to bewail the follies of 
time paſt, in contracting a familiarity with 
libertine people: and, as I had now left my 
father's houſe outwardly, I found my heaven» 
ly Father to be merciful to me beyond what 
J can expreſs. 

By day I was much mare people, and 
had many trials to go through; but, in the 
evenings, I was moſtly alone, and may with 
thankfulneſs acknowledge, that, in thoſe 
times, the ſpirit of ſupplication was often 
poured upon me; under which I was fre- 
quently exerciſed, and felt my Arcen res 
newed. 

In a few months after I came here, my 
maſter bought ſeveral Scotchmen, ſervants, from 
on-board a veſſel, and brought them to Mount- 
Holly to ſell; one : of which Was taken nels 
and died. 

In the latter pat of ha ftkngh! he; vein 
delirious, uſed to curſe and Near moſt ſor= 
rowfully ; and, the next night after his buri- 
al, I was left to ſleep alone in the ſame cham- 
ber where he died; I perceived in me a timo- 
rouſneſs ; J knew, however, I had not injured 
the man, but aſſiſted in taking care of him 
according to my capacity; and was not free 
to aſk any one, on that occaſion, to ſleep with 


5 me: nature was feeble; but every trial was 
a freſh 
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z/ freſh: incitement to give myſelf up wholly 
to the ſervice: of God, for L ſound no _— 
like him in times of trouble. 
Aſier a while, my former acquaintance word 
over expecting me as one of their company; 
and I began to be known to ſome whoſe con- 
verfation was helpful to me: and now, as I 
had experienced the love of God, through 
Jefus Chriſt, to redeem me from many pol- 
lutions, and to be a ſuccour to me through 
a ſea of conflicts, with which no perſon was 
Fully acquainted; and as my heart was often 
ood in this heavenly principle, I felt a 
tender compaſſion for the youth, who re- 
mained entangled in ſnares, like thoſe: which 
had entangled me from one time to another: 
this love and tenderneſs increaſed; and my 
mind was more ſtrongly engaged for the good 
of my fellow- creatures. I went to meetings 
zu an awfulframe of mind, and endeavoured to 
be inwardly acquainted with the language of 
the true Shepherd ; and, one day, being un- 
der a ſtrong exerciſe of ſpirit, I ſtood up, and 
ſaid ſome words in a mecting ; but, not kee 
ing cloſe to the divine opening, I ſaid more 
than was required of me; and being ſoon ſen- 
fble of my error, I was afflicted in mind ſome 
weeks, without any light or comfort, even 
to that degree that I could not take ſatisfac- 
tion in any thing: I remembered God, and 
was troubled, and, in the depth of my diſ- 
treſs, he had pity upon me, and ſent the 
Comforter : I then felt forgiveneſs for my of- 
_ and my mind became calm and quiet, 
being 
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deing truly thankful to Re- 
deemer for his mereies ; «6d; * — this, feel - 
ing the ſpring of divine love opened, and 4 
concern to I ſaid a few worde in a 
meeting, in Whieh J found peace; this, 1 
believe, was about fix weeks from the firſt 
time: and, as I was thus humbled and dif- 
eiplined under the croſs, my underſtanding 
became more ſtrengthened to diſtinguiſh the 
= ſpirit which inwardly moves upon the 
eart, and taught me to wait in ſilence ſome- 
times many weeks together, until 1 felt that 
riſe which prepares the creature. 

From an inward purifying, and edfatt 
abiding under it, ſprings a lively operative 
defire tor the good of others: all the faith- 
ful are not called to the public miniſtry z'but 
whoever are, are called to miniſter of that 
which they have taſted and handled ſpiritu- 
ally. The outward modes of worſhip ate va- 
rious; but, wherever any ate true miniſters 
of Jeſus Chrift, it is from the operation of 
his ſpirie upon their hearts, firſt purifyi 
them, and thus giving them a Ju ſenſe of 
the conditions of others. 

This truth was early fixed in my mind; 
ond 1 Wes taught to watch the pure opening, 
and to take heed, left, while I was ſtanding 
to ſpeak, my own will thould get uppermoſt, 
and cauſe me to utter words from worldly 
wiſdom, and depart from the channel of the 
true goſpel-miniſtry, 

In the management of my ontward affairs, 
1 may fay, with thankſulneſs, I found truth 
5 to 
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— over his creatures in general, . — 
over man as the moſt noble amongſt thoſe 
which are yifible. And being clearly con- 
vinced. in my judgement, that to place my 
whole truſt in God was beſt for me, I felt re- 
newed engagements, that in all things Imight 
act on an inward principle of virtue, and 
purſue worldly buſineſs no farther, than as 
truth opened my way therein. 


About the time called Chriſtmas, 4 3 


ved many people from the country, and dwell- 
ers in town, who, reſorting to public houſes, 
ſpent their time in drinking and vain ſports, 
tending to corrupt one another; on which 


account I was much troubled. At one houſe, 


in particular, there was much diſorder; and I 
believed it was a duty incumbent on me to go 
and ſpeak to the maſter of that houſe. I con- 
ſidered I was young, and that ſeveral elderly, 
friends in town had opportunity to ſee theſe 
things; but though I would gladly have been 


excuſed, yet I could not feel my mind clear. 


The exerciſe was heavy: and as I was read- 
ing what the Almighty. faid to Ezekiel, re- 
ſpecting his duty as a watchman, the matter 


was ſet home more clearly; and then, with, 
prayers and tears, I beſought the Lord for 


his aſſiſtance, who, in loving-kindneſs, gave 


me 


WOOEMAN,”T Yr: 


me 4 me 4 fd heart:*theng\at à fitables op 

3 I went to the” public-houſe; and 
feeing the man amongſt much ny;'T 
—— him, and told him, I wanted to ſpeak 
with bim; ſo we went afide, and there; in 
the ftar of the Almighty, ane to him 
what reſted on my mind; which be took 
kindly, and afterward ſhewed: more regard 
to me than before. Ini'z:few! years after - 
wards he died, middle-aged; and I often 

t that, had I neglected my duty in 
that te, it would have given me great 
trouble; and I was humbly thankful to my 
gracious Father, who had are me here- 
in. 


My employer, having a negro- woman, ſold 
her, and defired me to write a bill of fale, 
the man being waiting who bought her: the 
thing was ſudden ; and, though the thoughts 


of writing an inſtrument of ſlavery for one 


of my fellow-creatures felt uneaſy, yet I re- 
membered I was hired by the year, that it 
was my maſter who directed me to do it, and 
that it was an elderly man, a member of our 
ſociety, who bought her; fo, through weak- 
nels, I gave way, and wrote; but, at the 
executing it, I was ſo afflicted in my mind, 

that I ſaid, before my maſter and the friend, 

that 1 believed (lave-keeping to be a practice 
inconſiſtent with the Chriſtian religion: this 
in ſome degree abated my uneafineſs; yet, as 
often as I refſected ſeriouſly upon it, I thought 
I thovld have been clearer, if I had defired to 
have been excuſed from it, as a thing againſt 
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my conſcience; for ſuch it was. And, ſome 
time after this, a young man, of our ſociety, 

ke to me to write a conveyance of a ſlave 
to him, he having lately taken a negro into 


his houſe : I told him I was not eaſy to write 
it; for, though many of our meeting and in 


other places kept ſlaves, I ſtill believed the 

ractice was not right, and deſired to be ex- 
cuſed: from the writing. I ſpoke to him in 
good will; and he told me that keeping ſlaves 


Was not altogether agreeable to his mind; 


but that the ſſave being a gift to his wife, he 
18 8 of ber. | 
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His fie jo jon Frey; on u eee fir, into Eaſ. 
Jerſeh. in tompany with Abrabam Farring 
on His thoughts en mercbandixing, and bis 
learning a trade His ſecond journey, with 
= Andrews, into Pennſylvania, Mary- 
land. Virginia, aud North Carolina. — His 
1 Journey, with Peter Andreuus, through 
part f Wejt and Eaft Ferſe — Somé account 
1 bis fijter Elizabeth, and ben dear Hit 
fourth journey, with Peter Andrews, through 
New York and Long-Ijiand, to New-Eng- 
land — And his fifth journey, with Fobn 
Sykes, to the eaftern ſhore of Maryland, and 
the lower counties on Delaware. 
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WM Y kteemed fees, Abraham Farrings- 
| ton, being about to make a vilit to 
friends on the eaſtern fide of this province, 
and having no companion, he propoſed to 
me to go with him; and, after a conference 
with ſome elderly friends, I agreed to go: 
we ſet out the fifth day of the ninth month, 
in the year 1743 ; had an evening-meeting at 
a tavern in Brunſwick, a town in which none 
of our- ſociety dwelt; the room was full, 
and the people quiet. Thence to Amboy, and 


had an*evening-meeting in the court-houſe; 


to'which many people came, amongſt whom 
were ſeveral er of the aſſembly, they 


being in town on public affairs of the pro- 
GY VINCE ; 
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vince : in both theſe meetings my ancient 


companion was enlarged to preach, in the 


love of the goſpel. hence we went to Wood- 
bridge, Raway, and Plainfield; and had ſix 
or ſeven meetings in places where meetings 
of friends ate not uſually. held, being made 
up chiefly of preſbyterians; and my beloved 

companion was frequently ſtrengthened. to 
publiſh the word of life amongſt them: as 
for me, I was often ſilent; and, when | ſpake, 
It was with much care, that I might ſpeak 
only what truth opened: and I learned ſome 
profitable leſſons. — We were out about two 
Weeks. 

Near this time, being on ſome outward bu- 
ſineſs in which ſeveral families were concern- 
ed, and which was attended with difficulties, 
ſome things relating thereto not being clearly 
ſtated, nor rightly underſtood by all, there 
aroſe ſome heat in the minds of the parties, 
and one valuable friend got off his watch; 
Thad a great regard for bim, and felt a irong 
inclination, after matters were ſettled, to ſpeak 
to him concerning his conduct in that caſe: 
but I being a youth, and he far advanced in 
age and experience, my way appeared diffi- 
cult; but, after ſome days deliberation, and 


inward ſeeking to the Lord for aſſiſtance, I 


was made ſubject ; fo that I expreſſed what lay 

upon me in a way which became my youth 

and his years: and, though it was a hard taſk 

to me, it was well taken, wal, I belivves) Was 
uſeful to us both. 


Having 
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Having now been ſeveral years with my 
employer, and he doing leſs 8 
than heretofore, I was thoughtful of ſome 
other way of bufineſs; perceiving merchan- 
dige to be attended with much cumber, in 
the way of trading in theſe parts. 

My mind, through the power of truth, was 
in a good degree weaned from, the defire of 
outward greatneſs, and I was learning to be 
content — real conveniences, that were 
not coſtly; ſo that a Way of life, |ftee from 
much; entanglement, appeared - beſt for me, 
though the income might be ſmall. I had ſe- 
veral offers of buſineſs that appeared profita- 
ble, but did not ſee my way clear to accept 
of them; as believing ; the buſineſs propoſed 
would be attended with more outward care 
than was required of me to engage in. 

I aw that a humble man, with the hleſſing 
of the Lord, might live on a little: and that 
where the heart was ſet on greatneſs, ſucceſs 
in buſineſs did not ſatisfy the craving; but 
that commonly, with an increaſe of wealth, 
the deſire of wealth increaſed. There was a 
care on my mind ſo to paſs my time, that 
nothing might hinder me from the moſt 
ſteady attention to the voice of the true Shep- 
herd. | 

-'My employer, though now a \ reteiler of 
goods, was by trade a taylor, and kept a 


e at that buſineſs; and I began 


to think abeut learning the trade, expecting 
that, if I ſhould ſettle, I might, by this trade 


and a little retailing of goods, get a living. 


C3 : in 
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in a plain way, without the load of great 
buſineſs: I mentioned it to my employer, 
and we ſoon agreed on terms; and then, 
when J had leiſure from the affairs of mer- 
chandize, I worked with his man. I believed 
the hand of Providence pointed out this bu- 
ſineſs for me; and was taught io be content 
with it, though I felt, at times, a diſpoſition 
that would have ſought for ſomething great- 
er: but, through the revelation of © Jeſus 
Chriſt; I had ſeen the happineſs of humility, 
and there was an earneſt deſire in me to en- 
ter deep into it; and, at times, this deſire 
aroſe to a degree of fervent ſupplication, 
wherein my foul was ſo environed with hea- 
venly light and conſolation; that thifigs were 
made eaſy to me which had been otherwiſe. 
After fome time, my employer's wife died; 
ſhe was a virtuous: woman, and generally be- 
loved of her neighbours: and, ſoon after this, 
he left ſhopkeeping, and we parted, I then 
wrought at my trade, as a taylor; carefully 
attended meetings for worſhip and diſcipline; 
and found an enlargement of goſpel-love in 
my mind, and therein a concern to viſit 
friends in ſome of the back-ſettlements of 
Pennſylvania and Virginia; and, being thought- 
ful about a companion, I expreſſed it to my 
beloved friend, Iſaac Andrews, who then told 
me that he had drawings to the ſame places; 
alſo to go through Maryland, Virginia, and 
Carolina. After conſiderable time paſt, and 
ſeveral conferences with him, I felt eaſy to 
accompany him throughout, if "uy opened 
tor 


or JOHN WOOEM AN. 23 


for it. I opened the caſe in our monthly 
meeting ; and, friends expreſſing their unity 
therewith, we obtained certificates; to travel 
as companions ; his from Haddonßeld, and 
mine from Burlington. 

We left our province on the twelfth day 
of the third month, in the year 1746, and 
had ſeveral meetings in the upper part 
Cheſter county, and near Lancaſter; in tome 
of which, the love of Chriſt prevailed, uni- 
ting us together in his ſervice. Then we 
croſſed the river Suſquehannah, and had ſe- 
veral meetings in a new ſettlement, called 
the Red-Lands; the oldeſt of which, as I 
was informed, did not exceed ten years. It 
is the poorer fort of people that .commonly 
begin to improve remote defarts : with a 
ſmall ſtock they have houſes to build, lands 


to clear and (fence, corn to raiſe, clothes to 


provide, and children to educate; that friends, 
who viſit ſuch, may well ſympathiſe with 
them in their hardſhips in the | wilderneſs; 
and though the beſt entertainment ſuch can 
give may ſeem coarſe to ſome who are uſed 
to cities, or old ſettled places, it becomes the 
diſciples of Chriſt to be content with it. Our 
hearts were ſometimes enlarged in the love 
of our heavenly. Father amongſt theſe People: ; 
and the ſweet influence of his ſpirit ſu 

ported us throogh ſome ces to him 
be W TE FIR I» 1 Sig, 

e paſſed on to Mangguacy;* Fairfax, 
Pais and Shanando, and had meet- 
ings; 3 tome of which were comfortable and 

C 4 edifying. 
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ißying. From ghanando we ſet, off in the 
aſternoon for the old ſettlements. of friends in 
Virginia; and, the fifſt night, we, with our 
pilot, lodged in the Woods, our herſes ſecd- 
ing near us; but he, being poot ly provided 
with a horſe, and we young and having good 
horſes, were free the next day to 2 
him; and did ſo. Ia two days after, v. 
reached to our friend John Cheagle s, in Vir» 
ginia; ſo we took the meetings in our way 
through : Virginia were, in ſome degree, 
| baptized into a feeling ſenſe of the condi- 
. tions of the people; and our exerciſe in ge- 
neral was more painful in theſe old ſettle - 
ments, than it had been amongſt the back 
inhabitants: but, through the goodneſs of 
- pur heavenly Father, — well of living-wa- 
ters Was, at times, opened to our encou- 
ragement and the refreſhment of the ſincere - | 
_ We went on to Perquimons, in 
rth-Carolina; had ſeveral meetings, which 
were large; and found ſome openneſs in 
thoſe parts, and a hopeful appearance amongſt 
the young people, So we turned again to 
Virginia, and attended moſt of the meetings 
which we bad not been at before, labouring 
. amongſt friends in the love of Jeſus Chriſt, 
es ability was given: and thence went to the 
mountains, up James-River, to a new ſettle- 
ment and had feveral meetings amongſt the 
people, ſome of whom had lately Joined in 
_ memberſhip with our ſociet . 
In our journeying to and fro, we. found 
bee honeſt- hear ted friends, w appeared 
to 
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to be concerned for the cauſe of aach awer 
a backeſſiding people. | 

From Virginia, we cried; over the river 
Patowmac, at Hoe's ferry, and made a gene- 
ral viſit to the meetings of friends on the 
weſtern ſhore. of Maryland ; and were at 
their quarterly meeting, We had ſome hard 
labouf amongſt them, endeavouring to diſ- 
charge our duty honeſtly. as way opened, in 
the love of, truth: and thence taking ſundry 
meetings in gur way, we paſſed homeward ; 
where, through. the favour of divine Provi= 
dence, we reached the ſixteenth day of the. 
ſixth month, in the year 1746; and I may 
ſay that, through the aſſiſtance of the Holy 
Spirit, my companion and I travelled in har- 
mony, apd parted in the nearneſs of true, 
brotherly love. | 

Two things were remarkable to me in this 
| journey: : firſt, in regard to my entertain- 
ment; when I ate, drank, and Todged free= 
coſt with people, who lived in eaſe on the 
hard labour of their ſlaves, I felt uneaſy ; 
and, as my mind was inward to the Lord, I 
found, from place to place, this uneaſineſs 
return upon me, at times, through the whole 
viſt. bere the maſters bore a good ſhare. 
of the burthen, and lived frei ſo that 
their ſervants were well provided for, and 
their labour moderate, I felt more eaſy; but 
where they lived in a coſtly way, and laid 
beavy burthens on their ſlaves, my exerciſe 
was often great, and I frequently had con- 
rerſation with them, in private, concerning 
75 it. 
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it. Secondly: this trade of importing ſlaves 


from their es country being much en- 
couraged amongſt them, and the white peo- 
ple and their children ſo generally living 
without much labour, was "Sat" the 
ſubject of my ſerious thoughts: and Ia in 
wee ſbuthern provinces ſo many vices and 
ar ruptions, increaſed by this trade and this 
way of life, that it appeared to me as a 
oom over the land; and though now 
many willingly run into it, yet, in future, 
the conſequence will be grievous te poſte- 
rity : I expreſs it as it hath appeared to me, 
not At once, hw tiers but as a matter fixed 
e 

Soon after my return beer 1 felt an in- 
erekſing concern for friends on our ſea-coaſt; 
and, on the eighth day of the eighth month; 
in the year 1746, with the unity of friends, 
and in company with my beloved friend and 
nei hbour, Peter Andrews, brother to my 
companion before · mentioned, we ſet for- 
ward, and viſited meetings generally about 
Salem; Cape May, Great and Little Egg- 
Harbour; and had meetings at Barnagat, 
Mannahockin, and Mane-Squan, and fo to the 
yearly meeting at Shrewſbury. Through the 
gobdnels of the Lord way was opened, and 
— ſtrength! of divine love was ſometimes 
felt in our aſſemblies, to the comfort and 
help of thoſe who were rightly concerned be- 
fore him. We were out twenty-two days, 
and rode, by computation, - three hundred 
a forty miles. At Shrewſbury yearly meet- 


ing, 
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ing, we met; with our dear friends, Michael 
Lightfoot and Abraham F AI. ah who had 
ood ſervice there ie 

The winter following my eldeſt ſiſter, Eli- 
| hh Woolman, jun. died of the ſmall-pox, 
aged thirty-one years. She was, from her 
youth, of a thoughtful diſpoſition and very 
compaſſionate to her acquaintance in their 
ſickneſs or diſtreſs, being ready to help as 
far as ſhe. could. She was' dutiful to her 
arents; one inſtance whereof follows It 
happened that ſhe, and two of her ſiſters, be- 
ing then near the eſtate of young women, 
| bad an inclination, one firſt - day after meet» 
ing, to go on a viſit to ſome other 
women at ſome diſtance off; whoſe compa- 
ny, I believe, would have done them no 
good. They expreſſed their deſire to our pa- 
rents; who were diſſatisfied with the propo- 
ſal, and ſtopped them. The ſame day, as 
my fiſters and I were together, and they 
talking about their diſappointment, Eliza- 
beth expreſſed her contentment under it; ſig- 
nifying, ſhe believed It might be for their 
$008; 28 

A few 'years after due attained to matuts: 
age, through the gracious'viſitations of God's 
love, ſhe was ſtrengthened, to live a ſelf- deny- 
ing exemplary life, giving herſelf much to 
reading and meditation. e 

The following letter may ſhew, in dome 
degree, her ny arena ol | 


KA OST; 07. On Haddönfledd. 
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ee addonfteld, 1ſt day, 11th month, 1743, 


; PER: GIRO TT AG 
Beloved brother; John Woolman, 


In that love which deſires the welfare of 
ar men, I write unto thee : I received thine; 
Gated" ſecond day of the tenth month laſt, 
with which I was comforted. My ſpirit is 
bowed' with thankfulnefs that 1 ſhould be 
remembered, Who am unworthy; but the 
Lord is full of merey, and his goodneſs is 
extended to the meaneſt of his creation; 
therefore, in his infinite love, he hath pi- 
tied, and fpared, and ſhewed mercy, that 1 
Have not been eut off nor quite loſt; but, at 
—_ am refreſhed and comforted as with 
limpſe' of his preſence, which is more, 
— immortal part, than all which this 
world. can afford: o, with deſires for thy 
2; ee with wy own, I remain 


158hy affectionate ſiſter, 


Eliz. Woolman, jun. 


In the fore part of her illneſs ſhe was in 
great ſadneſs and dejection of mind, of 
which ſhe told one of her intimate friends, 
and ſaid, when I was a young girl I was 
wanton and airy, but I thought I had tho- 
roughly repented of it; and added, I have 
4 had great ſatisfaction in meetings. 

ough ſhe was thus diſconſolate, ſtill ſhe 
ow? a hope, which was as an anchor to 
her: and ſometime, after, the ſame friend 
we | came 
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came again to ſee her, to. hom ſhe men- 
tioned her former expreſſions, and faid, it is 
otherwiſe now, for the Lord hath rewurded 
me ſeven- fold; and I am unable to pre 
ws greatneſs of his love manifeſted do me. 
Her diſorder: appearing dangerous, and our 
mother being ſorrowful, ſhe took notice of 
it, and ſaid, dear mother, weep not for meg 
I go to my God: and, many times, with an 
audible ice, mae e to her Re- 
deemer. MIA. ts > ov ai . 101 
A friend, coming forme: miles to ſee her the 
morning before-ſhe died, - aſked her, how. ſhe 
did? ſhe anſwered, I have had a hard night, 
but ſhall not have another ſuch, for 1 — 
die, and it will be well with my ſoul'; and 
accordingly died the next evening 
The following ejaculations were found a- 
mongtt her writings ; written, I believe, at 
four times: 1 
I. Oh! that my head were as watets, and 
mine eyes as a fountain of tears, that I mi 
weep day and night, until acquainted _ 
* l 
II. O Lord, that I may enjoy thy ther 
ſence! os else my time is loft, and my ifs 
+ ſnare to my ſoul. 1 nh 
III. O Lord, that I may' receive bread 
from thy table, and that thy Jus * "a= 
bound: in me 
IV. 0 Lord, that F may be acqu then 
with thy preſence, that I may be Baltes 
with thy ſalt, that thy grace: wes, abound irs 
me! 7 = 


ot 
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Of late I found drawings in my mind to 
viſt friends in New-England, and, having 
an opportunity of jbining in company with 
my beloved friend; Peter Andrews, we, | has 
obtained certificates from our monthly 
meeting, ſet forward on the fixteenth day of 
the third month] in the yeat 2747, and 
reached the yearly meeting at Long-Iſland; 
at which were our friends, Samuel Notting 
ham from England, John Griffith, Jane 
Hoſkins, and Elizabeth Hudſon from Penn 
ſylrania, and Jacob Andrews from Cheſter- 
field. Several of whom were favoured in 
their public exerciſe; and, through the 
goodneſs of the Lord, we had ſome edifying 
meetings. After this, my companion and 1 
viſited friends on Long- iſland; and, through 
the mercies of God, we were helped in the: 
work. > 

Beſides going to the ſettled meetings. of 
friends, we were at a general meeting at Se- 
tawket,. chiefly made up of other ſocieties: 
and had a meeting at Oyſter - Bay in a 
dwelling-houſe, at which were many people: 
at the firſt: of which there was not much ſaid 
by way of teſtimony ; but it was, I believe, a 
good meeting: at the latter, through the 

ringing up of living-waters, it was a day 
to be thankfully remembered. Having viſited 
the iſland, we went over to the main, taking 
meetings in our way, to Oblong, Nine- Part- 
ners, and New-Milford.— In theſe back-ſettle- 
ments we met with ſeveral people, who, 


through the immediate workings of the ſpi- 
10 rit 


or JOHN -WOQEMAN,r 3. 


rit of Chriſt on their, minds, ere drawn'from 
the vanities of the world, to an inwaed ac- 
quaintance with him s they were, educated in 
the way of the preſbyterians. A conſiderable 
number of the youth, members of that ſo ; 
ciety, uſed to ſpend their time often together 
in merriment; but ſome of the principal young 
men of that company being viſited; by the 
powerful workings of the ſpirit of Chriſt, and 
thereby led humbly to take up his croſs; 
could no longer join in thoſe vanities;z and, 
as theſe ſtood ſtedfaſt to that inward con- 
vincement, they were made a bleſſing to ſome 
of their former companions; ſo that, through 
the power of truth, ſeveral were brought into 
a cloſe exerciſe concerning the eternal wells 
being of their ſouls. Theſe. young / people 
continued for a time to frequent their pub 
lie worſhip ; and, beſides that, had meetings 
of their own ; which meetings were a While 
allowed by their preacher, who, ſometimes, 
met with them: but, in time, theic judges 
ment, in matters of religion, diſagreeing; with 
ſome of the articles of the preſbyterians, 
their meetings were diſapproved by that ſo- 
ciety ; and ſuch of them as ſtood firm to 
their duty, as it was inwardly manifeſted, 
had many difficulties to go through and 
their meetings were in a while dropped; ſome 
of them returning to the preſbyterians; and o- 
thers of them, after a time, joined our religious 
I had converſation with ſome of the latter, 
to my help and edification; and believe * 
| r 
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tal uf them are acqustmted with the nature of 
that worſhip, which is per formed in ſpirit and 
in truth. From hebe, accompanied by Amos 
Powel, à friend from Leng-Iflaud; we rode 
through Connecticut, chiefly inhabited by preſ- 
byterians, who were generally civit to us; and, 
after three days riding, we came amongſt 
friends in the colony of Rhode-Iſland. We 
viſited friends in and about Newport, and 
Dartmouth, and generally in thoſe paris; and 
then to Boſton; and proceeded eaſtward as 
far as Dover: and then returned to Ne- 
port; and, not far from thence, we met our 
friend, Thomas Gawthrop, from England, who 
was then on a viſit to theſe provinces. From 
Newport we ſailed to Nantucket ; were there 
near a week; and from thence came over to 
Dartmouth: and, having finiſhed our viſſt in 
theſe parts, we croſſed the ſound from New⸗- 
London to Long-Iſland; and, taking ſome 
meetings on the iſland, proceeded home ward; 
where we reached the thirteenth day of the 
ſeventh month, in the year 1747, having rods 
about fifteen hundred miles, and failed about 
one hundred and _ 

In chis journey, I may fay, in general, we 
were ſometimes in much weaknefs, and la- 
boured under diſcouragements ; and at other 
times, through the renewed manifeſtations of 
divine love, we had ſeaſons of refreſhment, 
wherein the power of truth prevailed. 

We were taught, by renewed experience, 
to labour for an inward ſtilneſs; at no time 


to wor for words, but to ea in the ſpirit of 
truth, 
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truth, and utter that to the people which truth 
opened in us. My beloved companion and 1 
belonged to one meeting, came forth in the mi- 
niſtry near the ſame time, and were inwardly 
united in the work: he was about thirteen 
years older than I, bore the heavieſt. DUR 
and was an inſtrument of the greateſt uſe«: 1, 

Findiag a concerti to Wie friends inthe 
lower convties on Delaware, and on the daſ- 
tern ſhore of Maryland, and having an eppor- 
tunity to join vrith my well-beloted ancient 
friend, John Sykes, we obtained cortificates, 
and ſet off the ſeventh day of the eigbth 
month, in the year 17483 were at the waet- 
ings ot friends in the lower counties, attended 
the yearly meeting at Little-Creek, and made 
2 viſit to chief of the meetings on the eaſſern 
ſhore; and iſo home by the yay of Nattingham: 
were! abroad about fix weeks, and rode; hy 
. e. bree and fiſtex 
miles. '2 015150} eh and? 

Or ai at tienes, was: brake pil but 
threugh the goodneſs of the Lord, e weneafy 
ten retreſhed: and I may ſoy, hy experience; 
« He is a ſtrong hold in the day of;,wwouble,; 
Though our-fociety, in theſe parts; | appeared 
to me to be in a declining condition; vet. 1 
believe, the Lord hath a people amongſt them. 
who labour to ſerve him uprighihy, but have 
many K to encοnjHjꝭũẽ Fo 
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Zi s tee death if his father His 
Jour niet into the upper part of Neu- Ferſey, 
and afterwards into Pennſylvania—Confide- 
" rations on keeping flaves, and his viſits to the 
Jamilies of 5 7 at ſeveral times and places 

An epiftle from the general meeting — His 

N ae to Long-Iſand—Confiderations on 
' trading, and on the uſe of fpirituous liquors 
and rags FT 4 _ And Bro" ny 10 a 


"friend. 


B o ＋ this time, | believing it * for 
me to ſettle, and thinking ſeriouſly - a- 
ut'a companion, my heart was turned to the 
Lord with defires' that he would give me wiſ- 
dom to proceed therein agreeable to his will 
and he was pleaſed to give me a well inclined 
damſel, Sarah Ellis; to whom I was married 
the eighteenth day of the N month, in the 
year 1749. | 

'In the" fall of the year 17 50 died my father, 
Samuel Woolman, n A fever, aged about 

8 

In boy life-time he manifeſted much care 
for us his children, that in our youth 'we 
might learn to fear the Lord ; often endea- 
vouring to imprint in our minds the true prin- 
ciples of virtue, and particularly to cheriſh in 
us a 1185 of tenderneſs, not only towards poor 


people, 
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people, but alſo towards all creatures of which | 
we had the command. 

After my return from Carolina, in the year 
1746, I made ſome obſervations on keeping 
ſlaves, which ſome time before his deceaſe I 
ſhewed him; and he peruſed the manuſcript, 
propoſed. a few alterations, and appeared. well 
ſerisfied that J found a concern on that ac- 
count: and in bis laſt ſickneſs, as. I was 
watching with him one night, he being ſo far 
ſpent that there was no expectation of his recove- 
Us but having the perfect uſe of his undetſtand- 

„ he aſked me concerning the manuſcript, 
whether 1 expected ſoon to proceed to take the 
advice of friends in publiſhing it? and, after 
ſome converſation thereon, ſaid, I have all a- 
long been deeply affected with the oppreſſion 

of the poor negroes z and now, at laſt, my 
concern for them is as great as ever. 

By his direction, I had wrote his will. ! ina 
time of health, and that night he deſired: me 
to read it to him, which 1 did; and he ſaid 
it was agreeable to his mind. He then made 
mention of his end, which he believed was 
near; and ſignified, that, though he was 
ſenſible of many imperfections in the courſe 
of his life, yet his experience of the power 
of truth, and of the love and goodneſs of 
God Fom time to time, even till now, was 
ſuch, that he had no doubt but that, in lea- 
ving this life, he ſhould enter into one more 
happy. 

The next day his ſiſter Elizabeth came to 


ſee him, and told him of the deceaſe of their 
D 2 faſter 
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ſiſter Ann; who died a few days before: be 
then ſaid, I reckon fitter Ann was free to 
leave this world? Elizabeth ſaid, ſhe was: 
he then ſaid,- I alſo am free to leave it; and, 
wo in great weakneſs of body, ſaid, 1 hope 

J ſhall ſhortly. go to reſt. He continued in 
a weighty frame of mind, and was fenbble till 
near the laſt. 

On the ſecond day of the ge month, in 
the year 1751, feeling drawings in my mind 
to viſit friends at the Great-Meadows, in. the 
upper part of Weſt- Jerſey, with the unity of 
our monthly meeting, 1 went there; and — 
ſome ſearching laborious exerciſe amongſt 
friends in thoſe pans, and found inward: e 
— WA ( 
In che ninth month of the year 1753, in in 
company with my well-eſteemed friend, John 
Sykes, and with the unity of friends, we 
travelled about two weeks, | viſiting friends 
in Bucks-County. We, laboured in the love 
of the goſpel, according to the meaſure re- 
ceived; and, through the mercies of him, 
who is ſtrength. to the poor who truſt in bim, 
we found ſatis faction in our viſit: and, in the 
next winter, way opening to viſit friends fa- 
milies within the compais of our monthly- 
meeting, partly by the labours of two friends 
from Pennſylvania, I joined in ſome patt of 
the. work; having had a deſire ſome time that 
it might go forward amongſt us. 

About this time, a perſon at ſome diſtance 
lying ſick, his brother came to me to vrite 
his will: I knew he had ſlaves; and, aſking 


his brother, was told he intehdöed to avs 
them as {lives to his children. As Writing 
is a profitable emplov, and as offending ſober 
people was diſagreeable to my —— — 1 
was ftraitencd in my mind; but, as I looked 
to the Lord, he inclined my heart to his teſc 
timony: and 1 told the man, that I believed 
the practice of continuing flavery to this 
people was not right; and had a ſcruple in 
my mind againſt doing writings of that 
kind: that, though many in our ſociety kept 
them as {laves, ſti] I was not eaſy to be con- 
cetned in it; and defired to be excuſed from 
going to write the will. I ſpake to him in 
the fear of the Lord; and he made no reply 
to what 1 faid, but went away: he, alſo, had 
ſome concerns in the practice; and 1 thought 
he was diſpleaſed with me. In this caſe 1 
had a freſh confirmation, that acting contrary 
to preſent outward intereſt, from a motive of 
divine love, and in regard to truth and righte- 
ouſneſs, opens the way to a treaſure better than 
ſilver, and to a friendihip nenn the friend- 
_ of men. . 

The manuſcript beſere-rctitivned having | 
lain by me ſeveral years, the publication of 
it reſted weightily upon me; and this year 1 
offered it to the revifal of friends, who, ha- 
ving examined and made ſome ſmall alteri- 
tions in it, directed a number of copies there 
ot to be publiſhed, and diſperſed amongſt 
fricads. 

In the year 1754, I found my mind drawn 
to join in a viſit to friends families belonging 
RE to 


. 
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to Cheſterfield. wonthly-meeting ; ; and ha- 
ving the approbation of our own, 1 went to 
their monthly- meeting in order to confer 
with friends, and ſee if way opened for it: 
I had conference with ſome of their mem 
bers, the propoſal having been opened before 
in their meeting, and one friend agreed to 


join with me as a companion for a begin- 


ning; but, when meeting was ended, | felt 
great diſtreſs. of mind, and doubted what 
way to take, or whether to go home and wait 
for greater clearneſs: I kept my diſtreſs ſe- 
cret ; and, going with a friend to his houſe, 
my defires were to the great Shepherd for his 
heavenly inſtfuction; and in the morning 1 


felt eaſy to proceed on the viſit, being very 


low in my mind: and as mine eye was turn- 
ed to the Lord, waiting in families in deep 
reverence before him, he was pleaſed graci- 
ouſly to afford help; ſo that we had many 
comfortable opportunities, and it appeared as 
a freſh. viſitation to ſome young people. I 
ſpent ſeveral weeks this winter in the ſervice, 
part of which. time was employed near home, 
And again, in the following winter, I was ſe- 
veral weeks in the ſame ſervice; ſome part of 
the time at Shrewſbury, in company with my 
beloved friend, John Sykes; and have cauſe 
humbly to acknowledge, that, through the good- 
neſs of the Lord, our hearts were, at times, 


enlarged in his love; and ſtrength was given 


to go through the trials which, in the courſe 
of our viſit, attended us. 5 


From 
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From a diſagreement. between the powers 
of England and France, it was now a time of 
trouble on this Continent; and an epiſtle to 
friends went forth from our general ſpring- 
meeting, which | Ts 105 give 7 ey 
in this nn | 54 | 


An EPISTLE from our Ow FAT 
ing of miniſters and elders. for Pennſylva- 
nia and New-Jerſey, held at Philadelphia; 
from the twenty-ninth of the third month, 
to the firſt of the fourth month, incluſive, 


1 


To ends on the Continent of America. 


Dear friends, "21537 % ee 
; 


N an humble ſenſe af divine adn and 

the gracious continuation of God's love to 
his people, we tenderly ſalute you; and are 
at this time therein engaged in mind, that all 
of us who profeſs the truth, as held forth 
and publiſhed by our worthy predeceſſors in 
this latter age of the world, may keep near 
to that life which is the light of men, and be 
ſtrengthened to hold faſt the profeſſion of our 
faith without wavering, that our truſt may 
not be in man, but in the Lord alone, who 
ruleth in the army of heaven, and in the king- 
doms of men, before whom the earth is © as 
4 the duſt of the balance, and her inhabitants 


as W Iſa. xl. 22» | 
D 4 We 
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We (being cotivinced that the gracious de- 
'Þg# of the Almighty in #etiny | his Son in- 
ph the world, was to repair the breach made 
by diſobedience, to finith fin and ttanſgreſ- 
Hon, that his kingdom mi ht come, and his 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven) have 
found it to be our duty to ceaſe from thoſe 
national conteſts productive of miſery | and 
bloodſhed, and ſubmit our cauſe to him, 
the Mot High, whoſe tender love to his chil- 
dren pj the moſt warm affections of na- 
tural parents, and who hath promiſed to his 
ſeed throughout the earth, as to one indivi- 
dual, I will never leave thee, nor forſake 
e thee.” Heb. xiii. 5. And as we, through 
the gracious dealings of the Lord our God, 
have had experience of that work which is 
. carried on, © not by earthly might, nor by 
© power, but by my Spirit, faith x the Lord 
of hoſts: Zech. fo: 6. by which opera- 
tion, that ſpiritusl kingdom is ſet up, which 
is to ſubdue and break in pieces all king- 
doms that oppoſe it, and ſhall ſtand for ever. 
In a deep ſenſe thereof, and of the ſafety, 
ſtability, and peace, t there is in it, we are de- 
firous that all who profeſs the truth, may be 
in wardly acquainted with it, and chereby be qua- 
Tified to conduct ovriclves in All parts of 'otrr 
fe as becomes our peaccable profeſſion: and 
We truſt, as there is a faithful continnante 
to depend wholly open the Almighty arm, 
| from one generation. to another, the peabea⸗ 
ble kingdom will gradually be extended 
* from ſea to ſca, and from the river to the 
* end. 
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„ends of the carth,” Tech. ix. 10. to the 
cbm plbtion of thoſe propheſies. already begun, 
that “ nation dall not lift ap a fword againſt 
« nation nor Kms mT any more. la. Hs 4 
Micah id. 3. 

And, ody beloved frlnbds; ſeeing we hae 
delt eee and believe that God is begin- 
ning to felfil them, let us conſtantly endeavour 
tw have our mud ſafficiently diſentangled 
from the ſurfeitmg cares of this life, and re- 
decmed from the lobe of the world, that ho 
earthly puſſefſions nor enjoyments may bias 
our judgements, of turn us from that 
tion, and entire truſt in God, to Which his 
bleſſing is moſt ſurely annexed) then may 
we ſay, “Our Redeemer is mighty, he will 

i plead our cauſe for us.“ Jer, I. 34. And if, 
for the tarther promoting his moſt gracious 
purpoſes in the earth, he ſhould give us to 
taſte of that bitter cap which his faithful ones 
have often partaken of; O! that we may be 
righ:ly prepared to receive it! 

And now, dear friends, with reſpect to 4. 
commotions and ſtirring of the powers of 
the earth at this time near us, we are defi- 
rous that none of us may be moved thereat ; 
But repole ourſelves in the munition of 
© that rock that all theſe ſhakings ſhall not 
© move, even in the knowledge and 8 
* of the eternal power of God, keeping u 
ſubjectly given up to his heavenly will, 0 
4 ſeel R daily to mortiſy that which remains 
8 in L of us Which is of this world: for 

the 
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the worldly part, in any, is the changeable 
„part, and that is up and down, full and 
empty, joyful and ſorrowful, as things go 
©: wellor ill in this world ; for as the truth 
* is but one, and many are made partakers 
of its ſpirit, ſo the world is but one, and 
< many are made partakers of the ſpirit of 
it; and ſo many as do partake of it, fo 
many will be ſtraitened and perplexed with 
it: but they who are ſingle to the truth, 
waiting daily to feel the life and virtue of 
it in their hearts, theſe ſhall rejoice in the 
midſt of adverſity,” and have to experience, 
with the prophet, That Although the fig- 
ce tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit 
ce be in the vines; the labour of the olive 
<<;ſhall fail, and the fields ſhall yield no 
„ meat; the flock ſhall be cut off from the 
«.fold,..and there ſhall be no herd in the 
«ſtalls; yet will hey rejoice in the Lord, and 
c joy in the God of their ſalvation.” Hab. iii. 
17, 18. N 
If, contrary to this, we profeſs the truth, 
and, not living under the power and influ- 
ence of it, are producing fruits diſagreeable 
to the purity thereof, and truſt to the ſtrength 
of man to ſupport ourſelves, therein our con- 
fidence will be vain. For he, who removed 
the hedge from his vineyard, and gave it to 
be trodden under foot, by reaſon of the wild- 
grapes it produced, (Ia. v. 5.) remains un- 
changeable: and if, for the chaſtiſement of 
Wie kedneſs, and the farther promoting his 
S | Own 


N * 


.0#:\JOHN /WOOEMAN. 43 


own glory, he doth . ariſe; even to ſhake ter- 
ribly the affe who then ung! ene him, 
and proſper! Jütte os id 7140634 
We remain, in the love of the goſpel; one 
friends and brethren. . e get Tarts ON: 


| Signed by fourteen friends. 


rope g to do writings, bare to koop- 
ing ſlaves, having been a means of ſundry 
ſmall trials to me, in which J have ſo evi- 
_ dently felt my own will. ſet aſide, I think 
it good to mention a few of them. Tradeſ- 
men and retailers of goods, who depend on 
their buſineſs for a living, are naturally in- 
clined io keep the good: will of their cuſtom- 
ers; nor is it a pleaſant thing for young 
men to be under any neceſſity to queſtion the 
judgement or honeſty of elderly men, and 
more eſpecially of ſuch as have a fair re- 
putation. Deep-rooted cuſtoms, though wrong, 
are not eaſily altered; but it is the duty of 
every one to be firm in that which they cer- 
tainly know eis right for them. -A_ charitable 
benevolent man, well acquainted with a ne- 
gro, may, I believe, under ſome circum- 
ſtances, keep him in his family as a ſervant, 
from no other motives than the negro's good; 
but man, as man, knows not what ſhall be af- 
rer him, nor hath aſſurance. that his children. 
will attain to that perfection in wiſdom and 
goodneſs neceſſary rightly to exerciſe ſuch pow- 
er: it is clear to me, that I ought not to be 


the (cribe where wills are drawn, in which 
ſome 
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ſome children are made abſolute maſters over 
othets during life. 

About this time, an ancient alas, of 8 
eſteem in the neighbourhood; came to tny 
houſe to get his will written; he had young 
negroes; and I aſked him privately, how he 
purpoſed to diſpoſe of them? he told me: 
I then faid, I cannot write thy will without 
breaking my on peace ; and reſpectfully 
gabe him my reaſons for it : he fignified that 
he had a choite that I ſhould have written it; 
but as I could not, conſiſtent with my con- 
ſoience, he did not deſire it: and fo he got 
n written by ſome other perſon. And, a few 
years after, there being great alterations in 
his family, he came again to get me to write 
his will: his negroes were yet young; and 
his ton, to whom he intended to give them, 
was, ſince he firſt ſpoke to me, from a liber- 
tine, become a ſober young man; and he 
ſuppoſed, that I would have been free, on 
that account, to write it. We had much 
friendly talk on the ſubject, and then de- 
ferted it: a few days after, he came again, 
and directed their freedom ; and then I wrote 
his will. 

Near the time the lefi-mentiongd friend 
firſt ſpoke to me, a neighbour received a bad 
bruiſe in his body, and ſent for me to bleed 
him ; which being done, he defired me to 
write his will: 1 took notes; and, amongſt 
other things, he told me to which of his 
children he gave his young negro: I conſi- 
dered the pam and diſtreſs be was in, and 

knew 


* 
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knew not how it would end 4; ſo 1 72088; bik 
will, fave only that part concerning his laue, 
and, carrying it to his bed-fide, read it ta him; 
and then told him, in a friendly way, that 1 
could not write any inſtruments by whieh-my 
fellow - creatures were made ſlaves, without 
bringing trouble on my own mind: I let him 
know that I charged nothing for what I had 
done; and deſired to be excuſed from dein 
the other part in the way he propoſed: wie then 
had a ſerious conference on the ſubject ; at 
length he agreeing! to let her * I Baltes 
His will. 
; Having found, e in / oniad. ts viſt 
Friends on'Long-iſland, after obtaining à certi- 
ficate from our monthly- meeting, 1 ſet off on 
the twelfth day of the fifth month, in the 
1756. When I reached the ifland, I lodged 
the firſt night at the houſe of my dear friend 
Richard Hallet: the next day, being the fiſt 
of the week, I was at the meeting, in News 
town ; in which we experienced the renewed 
manifeſtations of the love of Jeſus Chriſt, do 
the comfort of the honeſt-hearted. I went 


that night to Fluſhing; and the next day, -in | 


company with my beloved friend, Matthew 
Franklin, we crofled the ferry at White- Stone: 
were at three meetings on the main, andthen 
returned to the iſland; where I ſpent the re- 
mainder of the week in vifiting meetings. The 
Lord, L believe, hath a people in thofe parts, 
who are honeftly-inclined- te ſerve him; but 
many, I fear, are too much clogged with the 
things of this life, and do not come forward, 

bearing 
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* the croſs 1 in ſuch faithfulnef as he calls 
My mind wes deeply TY in thi viſit, 
both! in public and - private; and, at ſeveral 
places, obſerving that they had deen I found 
myſelf under a neceſſity, in a friendly way, to 
labour with them on that ſubject; expreſſ- 
ing, as way opened, the inconſiſtency of that 
nes: with the -purity of the Chriſtian re- 
gion, and the ill en 4 it manifeſted 
amongſt us. 
= The latter end of the * their IR 
meeting began; at which were our friends 
John Scarbrough; Jane Hoſkins, and Suſan- 
nah Brown, Hom Pennſylvania : the public 
meetings were large, and meaſurably favoured 
with divine goodneſs, | 
The exerciſe of my mind, at this meeting, 
was chiefly on account of thoſe who were 
conſidered as the foremoſt” rank in the ſoci- 
ety: and, in a meeting of miniſters and el- 
ders, way opened, that J expreſſed in ſome 
meaſure what lay upon me; and, at a time 
when friends were met for tranſacting the 
affairs of the church, having ſet a while ſi- 
lent, I felt a weight on my mind, and ſtood 
up; and, through the gracious regard of out 
heavenly Father, ſtrength was given fully to 
clear myſelf of a e which, for ſome 
days, had been increafing upon me. 
Through the humbling diſpenſations of 
divine Providence; men are ſometimes fitted 
for his ſervice. The meſſages of the prophet 
* were ſo COS to the people, 
1 
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and fo reverſe to the ſpirit they lived in, that 
he became the object of their reproach; and. 
in the weaknels of nature, thought of -jdeliſt+ 
ing from his prophetic office; but, ſaith hes 
« His word was in my heart as a burning 
t fire ſhut up in my bones; and I Was WERTY 
« with: Fordeatings and could not ſtay. I 
ſaw at this time, that, if I was honeſt in der 
claring that which truth opened in me, I 
2 not pleaſe all men; and laboured to 
be content in the way of my duty, however 
diſagreeable to my own inclination. After 
this I went home ward, taking Woodbridge 
and Plainfield in my way z cath both which 
meetings, the pure influence of divine love 
was maniſeſted; in an humbling ſeoſe where- 
of I went home; having been out about twen- 
ty- four days, and rode about theee: Hundred 

and ſixteen miles. * 10 
While I was out on thi epa my heart 
was much affected with a ſenſe of the ſtate 
of the churches in our ſouthern Provinces, z 
and, believing the Lord was] calling che to 
ſome farther labour amongſt them, I. Was 
bowed in reverence before him, with fervent 
deſires that I might find ease to bling 
ſelf up to his heavenly will. 46 real - 
Until this year, 1756, 1 n to re- 
tail goods, beſides following my trade as 4 
taylor; about which time, I grew uneaty 
on account of my buſineſs growing too cum- 
berſome. I had begun with , ſelling trim- 
mings for garments, and from thence pro- 
ceeded to ſell cloths and linens; and, at 
length, 
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length, havinggot 4 confidetable fhop of goods. 
y trade increafed-every year, and the road to 
large buſineſs appeared open; but 1 felt a ſtop 
in my mind. S May 1: Ut, Fr? 2114 
Through the mercies of the Almighty, I 
bad, in a good degree, learned to be content 
with a pla way of living.” I had but a fmall 
family and, on ſerious conſider ation, I belie . 
ved truth did not require me to engage in 
much cumbering affairs: it had been my ge- 
neral practice to buy and ſell things really ufe- 
ful: things that ſerved chiefly to pleaſe the vain 
mind in people, I was not eaſy to trade in; 
ſeldom did it; and, whenever I did, I found it 

weaken me as a Chriſtian. FS 14 140 
The increaſe» of buſineſs became my bur- 
then ; for, though my natural inclination was 
toward merchandize, yet I believed truth re- 
uired me to live more free from outward 
cumbers: and there was now @ ſtrife in my 
mind between the two; and in this exereiſe 
my / prayers were put up to the Lord, who 
graciouſly heard me, and gave me a heart re- 
figned to his holy will: then I leſſened my 
outward- buſineſs; and, as 1 had opportuni- 
ty, told my cuſtomers of my intention, that 
they might confider what ſhop to turn to: 
and, in a while, wholly laid down merchan- 
dize, following my trade, as a taylor, myſelf 
only, having no apprentice. 1 alfo had a 
nurſery of apple-trees; in which I employed 
fome of my time in hoeing, grafting, trim 
ming, and inoculating. In merchandize it 
is the cuſtom, where I lived, to fell chiefly 
on 
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on credit, and poor people often get in debt; 
and when payment is expected, not having 
wherewith to pay, their creditots often ſus 
for it at law. Having often obſerved occurs 
rences of this kind, I found it good for me 
to adviſe poor people to take ſuch” rende as 
were maſt uſeful and not coſtly. 
In the time of trading, I had an opN e- 
nity of ſeeing, that the tco liberal uſe of ſpi- 
rituous liquors, and the cuſtom of wearing 
too coſtly apparel, led ſome people into great 
inconveniences; and theſe two things appear 
to be often connected; for, by not attending 
to that uſe of things which is confiſtent 
with univerſal righteouſneſs, thefe is an in- 
creaſe of labour which extends beyond what 
our heavenly. Father intends for us: and: 
by great labour, and often by much ſweat- 
ing, "there is, even among ſuch as are 
not drunkards, a craving of ſome liquors to 
revive the ſpirits : that, partly by the luxuri- 
ous drinking of ſome, and partly by; the 
drinking of others, (led to it through immo 
derate Jabour,) very great quantities of rum 
are erery year expended in out colonies; the 
greater part of which we ſhould have no need 
of, did we ſteadily attend to pure wiſdom. 
Where men take pleaſure in feeling their 
minds elevated with ſtrong drink, and ſo in- 
dulge their appetite as to diſorder their un- 
derſtandings, neglect their duty as members 
in a family or civil ſociety, and caſt off all 
regard to religion, their caſe is much to be 
pitied; and Where _— whole lives are 2 
ONE the 
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the -moſt paſt regular, and whoſe examples 
have a ſtrong influence on the minds of 
others, adhere to ſome cuſtums which power- 
fully draw to the uſe of more ſtrong liquor 
than pure wiſdom allows; this alſo, as it 
hinders the ſpreading of. the ſpirit of meek- 
neſs, and ſtrengthens the hands of the more 

exceſſive drinkers, is a caſe to be lamented. 
As every degree of luxury hath ſome con- 
nexion with evil, thoſe who profeſs to be 
diſciples of Chriſt, and are looked upon as 
leaders of the people, ſhould have that mind in 
them which was alſo in Chriſt, and fo ſtand 
ſeparate from every wrong way, as a means 
of help tothe weaker. As I have ſometimes 
been much ſpent in the heat, and taken ſpi- 
rits to revive me, I have found, by experi- 
ence, that in ſuch circumſtances the mind is 
not ſo calm, nor ſo fitly diſpoſed for divine 
meditation, as when all ſuch extremes are 
avoided ; and I have felt an increaſing care 
to attend to that holy Spirit which ſets 
bounds to our deſires, and leads thoſe, who 
faithfully follow it, to apply all the gifts of 
divine Providence to the purpoſes for which 
they were intended. Did ſuch, as have the 
care of great eſtates, attend with ſingleneſs 
of heart to this heavenly Inſtructor, which 
fo opens and enlarges the mind, that men 
love their neighbours as themſelves, they 
would have wiſdom given them to manage, 
without finding occaſion to employ fome peo- 
le in the luxuries of life, or to make it ne- 
ceflary for others to labour too hard ; but, for 
| want 
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want of ſteadily regarding this prineiple of 

divine love, a ſelfiſh ſpirit takes place in the 
minds of people, which is attended with 
darkneſs and manifold confuſion. in the 
odd... 

Though trading in things aſeful is an hos 
neſt employ ; yet, through the great number 
of ſaperfluities which are bought and ſold, 
and through the corruption of the times, 
they, who apply to merchandize for a living, 
have great-need to be well experienced in that 
precept which the prophet Jeremiah laid down 
tor his ſcribe ;- ! Seekeſt thou greet things for | 
„ thyſelf ? ſeek them not.” 

In the winter, this year, 1 waricogaged 
Vith friends in viſiting families; and, through 

the goodneſs of the Lord, we had oftentimes 
experience of his nenn preſence | 
ame us. 


4 copy wy a Jeter written toa friend. 


N this thy late affliction J have ann 
deep fellow - feeling with thee 3 and had a 
dre hope throughout, that it might pleaſe 
the Father of mercies to raiſe thee, up, and 
ſanctify thy troubles to thee; that thou, be- 
ing more fully acquainted with that way 
which the world eſteems fooliſh, mayſt feel the 
clothing of divine fortitude, and be ſtrength- 
ened to reſiſt that ſpirit which leads From: the 
ſimplicity of the everlaſting truth. Vi 
SR) OO We 
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Me may ſee ourſelves crippled and halt- 
ing, and, from a ſtrong bias to things plea- 
ſant and eaſy, find an impoſſibility to advance 
forward; but things impoſſible with men are 
poſſible with God; and, our wills being made 
ſubject to his, all temprations are ſurmount- 
able. 
This work of ſubjecting the will is com- 
pared to the mingral in the furnace; He 
% refines them as Hlver is refined——He ſhall 
« fit as a refiner and purifier of filver.” 
By theſe compariſons we are inſtructed in the 
neceſſity of the operation of the hand of God 
upon us, to prepare our hearts truly to adore 
him, and manifeſt that adoration, by inward- 
ly turning away from that fpirit, in all its 
workings, which is not of him. To for- 
ward this work, the. all-wiſe God is fome- 
times pleaſed, through outward diſtreſs, to 
bring us near the gates of death ; that, life 
being painful and afflicting, and the proſpect 
of eternity open before us, all earthly bonds 
may be looſened, and the mind prepared for 
that deep and ſacred inſtruction, which other - 
wiſe would not be received. If parents love 
their children and delight in their happineſs, 
then he, who is perfect goodneſs, in ſending 
abroad mortal contagions, doth affuredly di- 
rect their uſe—Are the righteous removed 
by it? their change is happy: are the wick- 
ed taken away in their wickedneſs? the Al- 
mighty is clear: Do we paſs through 
with anguiſh and on bitterneſs, and yet 
| recover, 
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recover, he intends that we ſhould be purged 
from droſs, and our ears opened to diſcipline. 

And now that, on thy part, after thy fore af- 

fliction and doubts of recovery, thou art 
again reſtored, forget not. him, who hath 
helped thee ; but in humble gratitude hold 
faſt his inſtructions, thereby to ſhun thoſe 
by- paths which lead from the firm founda- 
tion. I am ſenſible of that variety of com- 
pany, to which one in ti buſineſs muſt be 
expoſed : I have painfully felt the force of 
converſation proceeding from men deeply 
rooted in an earthly mind, and can ſympa- 
thize with others in ſuch conflicts, in that 
" weakneſs ſtill attends me. 
I find that to be a fool as to worldly wiſe 
dom, and commit my cauſe to God, not fear- 
ing to offend men, who take offence at the 
ſimplicity of truth, is the only way to remain 
unmoved at the ſentiments of others. 

The fear of man brings a ſnare ; by halt- 
ing in our duty, and giving back in the time 
of trial, our hands grow weaker, our ſpirits 

et mingled with the people, our ears grow 
dull as to hearing the language of the true 
Shepherd; that, when we look at the way of 
the righteous, it ſeems as though it was not 
for us to follow them. 

There is a love clothes my mind, while I 
write, which is ſuperior to all expreſſions; 
and I find my heait open to encourage a 
holy emulation, to advance forward in Chriſ- 
tian firmneſs. Deep humility is a ſtrong bul- 
wark 5 ; and, as we enter into it, we find ſafety: 

=? the 
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the fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer than man, and 

the weakneſs of God is ſtronger than man. 

Being unclothed of our own wiſdom, and 

knowing the abaſement of the creature, there- 

in we find. that power to ariſe, which gives 
health and vigour to us. | 


CHAP: IV. 


His journey to Pennſylvania, Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, and North-Carolina — Conſiderations 
on the ſtate of friends there; and the ex- 
erciſe he was unaer in travelling among thoſe 
fo generally concerned in keeping ſlaves: with 
Some obſervations in converſation, at ſeveral 
times, on this ſubjet — His epiſtle to friends 
at New-Garden and GCane-Creek — His 
thoughts on the neglect of a religious care in 
the education of the negroes. 


EELING an exerciſe in relation to a 

viſit to the ſouthern provinces, I ac- 
uainted our monthly meeting therewith, and 
obtained their certificate: expeQing to go 
alone, one of my brothers, who lived in Phi- 
ladelphia, having ſome buſineſs in North-Ca= 
rolina, propoſed going with me part of the 
way; but, as he had a view of ſome outward 
affairs, to accept of him as a companion 
ſeemed 
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ſeemed ſome difficulty with me, whereupon I 


had converſation with him at ſundry times; 
and, at length, feeling eaſy in my mind, I 
had. converſation with ſeveral elderly friends 
of Philadelphia on the ſubject; and he ob- 
taining a certificate ſuitable to the occaſion, 
we ſet off in the fifth month of the year 1757: 
and, coming to Nottingham week-day meet 
ing, lodged at John Churchman's ; and here 
I met with our friend Benjamin Buffington, 
from New-England, who was returning from 
a viſit to the ſouthern provinces. Thence we 
croſſed the river Suſquehannah, and lodged at 
William Cox's in Maryland; and, ſoon after I 
entered this province, a deep and painful ex- 
erciſe came upon me, which I often had ſome 
feeling of ſince my mind was drawn toward 
theſe parts, and with which I had acquainted 
my brother before we agreed to join as com- 
panions. 

As the people in this and the ſouthern pro- 
vinces live much on the labour of flaves, 
many of whom are uſed hardly, my con- 
cern was, that I might attend with ſingleneſs 
of heart to the voice of the true Shepherd, 
and be fo ſupported as to remain Unmaved 
at the faces of men. 

The proſpect of ſo weighty a work brought 
me very low ; and ſuch were the conflicts of 
my ſoul, that I bad a near ſympathy with the 
prophet, in the time of his weakneſs, when 
he ſaid, If thou deal thus with me, kill 
% me, 1 pray thee, if I have found favour in 
« thy fight,” Numb. xi. 15, but I ſoon ſaw 
| E 4 that 
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that this proceeded from the want of a full 
reſignation to the divine will. Many were the 
afflictions which attended me; and in great 
abaſement, with many tears, my cries were 
to the Almighty, for his gracious and father- 
ly aſſiſtance; and then, after a time of deep 
trial, I was favoured to underſtand the ſtate 
mentioned by the pſalmiſt, more clearly than 
ever 1 had before; to wit: My ſoul is even 
as a weaned child.” Pſalm cxxxi. 2. Being 
thus helped to ſink down into reſignation, I 
felt a deliverance from that tempeſt in which 
I had been ſorely exerciſed, and in calmneſs 
of mind went forward, truſting that the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, as I faithfully attended to him, 
would be a counſellor to me in all difficultics. 
The ſeventh day of the fifth month, in 
the year 1757, 1 lodged at a friend's houſe ; 
and the next day, being the firſt of the week, 

was at Potapſco meeting; then croſſed Patux- 
ent river, and lodged at a public-houſe. 

On the ninth breakfaſted at a friend's 
houſe; who, afterward, putting us alittle on 
our way, I had converſation with him, in 
the fear of the Lord, concerning his ſlaves; 
in which my heart was tender, and I uſed 
much plainneſs of ſpeech with him, which he 
appeared to take, kindly. We purſued our 
Journey without appointing meetings, being 
preſſed in mind to be at the yearly»meet- 
ing in Virginia; and, in my travelling on the 
road, I often ſelt a cry: rite from the center 
of my mind, thus: O Lord, I am a ftran- 


ger on the earth, hide not thy face from me. 
On 


4 or JOHN "WOOL N. &y | 
On the eleventh day of the fifth month, we 
croſſed the rivers Patowmack and Rapahan- 
nock, and. lodged at Port- Royal: and on the 
way we happening in company with a colo- 
nel of the militia, who appeared to be a 
thoughtful man, I took occaſion to remark 
on the difference in general betwixt a people 
uſed to labour moderately for their living. 
training up their children in frugality and 
buſineſs, and thoſe who live on the labour of 
ſlaves; the former, in my view, being the 
moſt happy life: with which he concurred, 
and mentioned the trouble ariſing from the 
untoward, ſlothful, diſpoſition of the negroes; 
adding, that one of our labourers would do 
as much in a day as two of their ſlaves. TI 
replied, that free men, whoſe minds were 
properly on their buſineſs, found a fatisfac- 
tion in improving, cultivating, and providing 
for their families; but negroes, labouring to 
ſupport others who claim them as their pro- 
perty, and expecting nothing but ſlavery du- 
ring life, had not the like inducement to be 
induſtrious. CCC 
After ſome farther converſation; I ſaid, 
that men having power too often miſap- 
plied it; that though we made ſlaves of the 
negroes, and the Turks made ſlaves of the 
Chriſtians, I believed that liberty was the na- 
tural right of all men equally: which he did 
not deny; but faid, the lives of the negroes 
were to wretched in their own country, that 
many of them lived better here than there: 
I only ſaid, there are great odds, in regard to 
70 us, 
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us, on what principle we act; and ſo the. 
_ converſation on that ſubje& ended: and I ma 
here add, that another perſon, ſome time af. 
terward, mentioned the wretchedneſs of the 
negroes, occaſioned by their inteſtine wars, 
as an argument in favour of our fetching 
them away for ſlaves: to which I then repli- 
ed, if compaſſion on the Africans, in regard 
to their domeſtic troubles, were the real 
motive of our purchafing them, that ſpirit 
of tenderneſs, being attended to, would incite 
us to uſe them kindly; that, as ſtrangers 
brought out of affliction, their lives might 
be happy among us; and as they are human 
creatures, whoſe ſouls are as precious as ours, 
and who may receive the ſame help and com- 
fort from the holy ſcriptures as we do, we 
eould not omit ſuitable endeavours to inſtruct 
them therein : but while we manifeſt, by our 
conduct, that our views in purchaſing them 
are to advance ourſelves; and while our buy- 
ing captives taken in war animates thoſe 
parties to puſh on that war, and increaſe de- 
ſolation amongſt them, to ſay they live unhap- 
py in Africa, is far from being an argument 
in our favour : and J farther ſaid, the preſent 
- circumſtances of theſe provinces to me appear 
difficult ; that the flaves look like a burthen- 
ſome ſtone to ſuch who burthen themſelves 
with them; and that if the white people re- 
tain a reſolution to prefer their outward proſ- 
peas of gain to all other conſiderations, and 
do not act conſcientiouſly toward them as fel- 
- Jow=creatures, I believe that burthen will 
cel | grow 
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grow heavier and heavier, till times change 
in a way diſagreeable to us: at which the 
perſon appeared very ſerious, and . owned; 
that, in conſidering their condition, and the 
manner of their treatment in theſe provinces, 
he had ſometimes thought it might be juſt in 


- the Almighty ſo to order it. 


Having thus travelled through Maryland, | 


we came amongſt friends at Cedar-Creek in 
Virginia, on the twelfth day of the fifth 


month ; and the next day rode, it company 


with ſeveral friends, a day's journey to Camp- 


Creek, As I was | riding along in the 
morning, my mind was deeply affected in a 


ſenſe II had of the want of divine aid to ſup- 
port me in the various difficulties which at- 


tended me; and, in an uncommon diſtreſs'of 
mind, I cried in ſecret to the Moſt High, O 
Lord, be merciful, I beſeech thee, to thy poot 
afflicted creature, After ſome time, I felt 


inward relief; and, ſoon after, a friend in 
company began to talk in ſupport of the ſlave- 
trade, and ſaid, the negroes were underſtood 
to be the offspring of Cain, their blackneſs 
being the mark God ſet upon him after he 
murdered Abel his brother; that it was the 
deſign of Providence they ſhould be flaves, 


as a condition proper to the race of ſo wicked 


a man as Cain was: then another ſpake in 
ſupport of what had been ſaid. To all which, 
I replied in ſubſtance as follows: That Noah 
and his family were all who ſurvived the flood, 
according to ſcripture; and, as Noah was of 
beth's race, the family of Cain was wholly 
MTS - deſtroyed. 


at rr —˙—»—— rus Apt er 
_ N 


bo Tur LIFE AND [TRAVELS 
deſtroyed. One of them ſaid, that after the 


flood Ham went to the land of Nod, and 
. took: a wife; that Nod was, a land far 


diſtant, inhabited. by Cain's race, and that 
the flood did not reach it; and as Ham was 
ſentenced to. be a, ſervant of ſervants to his 
brethren, theſe two families, being thus join- 
ed. were / undoubtedly fit only for flaves. I 
replied, the flood was a judgement upon 
the. world for. its abominations ; and it was 

ranted, that Cain's ſtock was the moſt wick- 
ed, and therefore unreaſonable to. ſuppoſe 
they were ſpared: as to Ham's going to.the 
land of Nod for a wife, no time being fixed, 
Nod might be inhabited by ſome of Noah's 
family, before Ham married a ſecond time; 
moreoyer the text ſaith, That all fleſh died 
te that moved upon the earth.“ Gen. vii. 21. 


1 farther reminded them, how the. prophets 


repeatedly, declare, That the ſon ſhall not 


«+ ſpffer for the iniquity of the father ; but 


« every one be anſwerable for his own fins.” 

I was. troubled to perceive , the darkneſs. of 
their imaginations ; and in ſome preſſure of 
ſpirit ſaid, the love of eaſe and gain is the 
motive in general for keeping ſlaves, and men 
are wont to take hold of weak arguments to 
ſupport a cauſe which is unreaſonable; and 
added, I have no intereſt on either fide, fave 
only the intereſt which I deſire to have in the 
truth: and as I believe liberty is their right, 


and ſee they are not only deprived of it, but 


treated, in other reſpects, with inhumanity in 


er Fe J believe 55 who is a refuge 
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for the oppreſſed, will, in his owl tithez 
plead their cauſe; and happy will it be for 
ſuch, as walk in uprightneſs before him: 


and elvis our converſation ended. 


On the fourteenth day of the fifth month 
I was at Camp-Creek monthly meeting, and 
then rode to the mountains up James- River, 
and had” a meeting at a friend's houſe; in 
both which IJ felt ſorrow of heart, and my 
tears were poured out before the Lord; who 
was pleaſed to afford a degree of Qrength by 
which way was opened to clear my mind 
amongſt friends in thoſe places. From thence 
I went to Fort-Creek, and fo to Cedar-Creek 
again; at which place I had a meeting; 


here I found a tender ſeed: and as [was pre- 


ſerved in the miniſtry to keep low with the 
truth, the ſame truth in their hearts anſwer- 


_ed it, that it was a time of mutual refreſh< 


ment from the preſence of the Lord: I lodged 
at James Standley's, father of William Stand- 
ley, one of the young men who ſuffered im- 
priſonment at Wincheſter, laſt ſummer, on 
account of their teftimony againſt fighting; 
and 1 had ſome ſatisfactory converſation with 
him concerning it. Hence I went to the 
Swamp- meeting, and to Wayanoke-meet= 
ing; and then croſſed 'James-River, and 
lodged near Burleigh. From the time of my 
entering Maryland I had been much under 
ſorrow, which ſo increaſed upon me, that 
my mind was almoſt overwhelmed z* and 1 
may ſay, with the pialmiſt, “ in my diftrefs [ 
* "Called upon the Lord, and cried to my 
8 2 
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God:“ who, in infinite goodneſs, looked 
upon my affliction, and in my private retire- 
ment ſent the Comforter for my relief: for 
which I humbly bleſs his holy name. 

The ſenſe I had of the ſtate of the churches 
woe 4 weight of diſtreſs upon me: the 
gold to me appeared dim, and the fine gold 
changed ; and though this is the caſe too ge- 
nerally, yet the ſenſe of it in theſe parts hath, 
- a particular manner, borne heavy. 

It appeared to me, that, through the 
* of the ſpirit of this — the 
minds of many were brought to an inward 
deſolation ; and, inſtead of the ſpirit of meek- 

neſs, zentleneſs, and heavenly wiſdom, which 
are the neceſſary companions of the true ſheep 
of Chriſt, a ſpirit of fierceneſs, and the love 
of dominion, too generally prevailed. - From 
ſmall beginnings in errors, great buildings, 
by degrees, are raiſed ; and from one age to 
another ate more and more ſtrengthened: by 
the general concurrence of the people: and, 
as men obtain reputation by their profeſſion 
of the truth, their virtues are mentioned as 
arguments in fayour of general error; and 
thoſe of leſs note, to juſtify themſelves, fay, 
ſuch and ſuch good men did the like. By 
what other ſteps could the people of Judah 
ariſe to that height in wickedneſs, as to 
give juſt ground for the prophet Iſaiah to de- 
clare, in the name of the Lord, “ that none 
« calleth for juſtice, nor any pleadeth for 
„truth: Iſaiah lix. 4. or for the Almighty 


to call upon the great city of Jeruſalem, juſt 
before 
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before the :Babyloniſhi:captivity, If ye can 
4 find a man, if there be any who exe 
«judgement, that ſeeketh the truth, and I 
« will pardon it.“ Jer. v. 1. The proſpect of 
2 road lying open to the ſame degeneracy, in 
ſome parts Gb this newly- ſettled land of Ames 
rica, in reſpect to our conduct toward the 
negroes, deeply bowed my mind in this 
journey; and, though, to briefly relate hom 
theſe people are treated is no agreeable:work; 
after often reading over the notes Imad 
a8 I travelled, I find my mind engaged-to 
preſerve them. Many of the white people in 
thoſe provinces take little or no care of negro 
marriages ; and, when negroes marry: aften 
their own way, ſome maks ſo little acchunt 
of thoſe marriages, that, with views of out- 
ward intereſt, they often part men from theit 
wives by ſelling them far aſunder ; whichcig 
common when eſtates are ſold by-executors 
at vendue. Many, whoſe labour id heavy. 
being followed, at their buſineſs in the: field. 
by a man with a whip, bired for that pur- 
pole, have, in common, little elſe allowed but 
one peck: of Indian corn and ſome ſalt fer 
one week, with a few potatoes; the potatoes 
they commonly raiſe by their labour on 0 
| firſt day of the week. 
The correction, enſuing on ele diſobedi> 
ence to overſeers, or ſlothfulneſs in buſineſs, 
is often very ſevere, and ſometimes deſperate; 
The men and women have many times ſcarce 
dlothes enough to hide their nakedneſs, and 
boys and girls, ten and twelve years old, _ 
often 


| 
| 
| 
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often quite naked amongſt their maſter's chil- 
rs : ſome of our ſociety, and ſome of the 
called New- Lights, uſe ſome endea- 
vours to inſtruct thoſe. they have in reading; 
but, in common, this is not only neglected, 
but diſapproved. Theſe are the people by 
whoſe labour the other inhabitants are in a 
t meaſure ſupported, and many of them 
in the luxuries of life: theſe are be people 
who have made no agreement to ſerve us, 
and who have not forfeited their liberty: that 
we know of: theſe are ſouls for whom Chriſt 
died, and, for our conduct toward them, we 
muſt anſwer before him who is no reſpecter 
of perſons. 

They who know the only true God. and 
Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent, and are thus 
uainted with the merciful, benevolent, 
pel ſpirit, will therein perceive that the 


indignation of God is kindled againſt oppreſ- 


fion and cruelty; and, in beholding the great 

diſtreſs of ſo numerous a people, will find 
cant for mourning. 

From my lodging went to Burleigh 

meeting, where I felt my mind drawn into 

a quiet reſigned ſtate; and, after long ſilence, 


I felt an engagement to ſtand up; and, through 


the powerful operation of divine love, we 
were favoured with an edifying meeting. 
The next meeting we had was at Black-Wa- 
ter; and ſo to the yearly-meeting at the 
Weſtern Branch: when buſineſs began, ſome 
queries were conſidered, by ſome of their 
WMomudord, to be now produced ; and, if ap- 
proved, 
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proved, to be anſwered: hereafter by theit re · 
ſpectiue monthly- meetings. They were the 
Pennſylvania queries, which had been exa- 
mined by a committee of Virginia yeanly- 
meeting appointed the laſt year, who, made 
ſome alterations in them; one of which alte- 
rations was made in . favour; of à cuſtom 
which troubled me. The query was, “ Are 
* there any concerned in the importation of 
0 negroes, or buying them after, imported ? 
which they altered thus: Are. there; any 
concerned in the importation of negtoes, or 
„buying them to trade in?“ As one, query 
admitted with unanimity was, Are any con- 
% cerned in buying or vending, goods unlaws 
fully imported, or prize goods ; 1 found, 
my mind engaged; to ſay, that, as we pros 
feſſed the truth, and were there aſſembled to 
ſupport the teſtimony of it, it was neceſſary 
for us to dwell deep, and act in that wiſdom 
which is pure, or otherwiſe, We. cauld not 
proſper, 1 then mentioned their alteration 
and, referring to the laſt- mentioned query, 
added, as purchaſing any merchandize, taken 
by the ſword, was always allowed to be in- 
conſiſtent with our principles; negroes — 
ing captives of war, or taken by ſtealth, 
thoſe circumſtances make it inconſiſtent. with 
our teſtimony to buy them; and their being 
our fellow-creatures, who are ſold as, ſlaves, 
adds greatly to the iniquity. Friends ap- 
peared attentive to hat was ſaid; ſome, ex- 
preſſed a care and concern about their ne- 
groes; none made any objection, by way of 
F reply 
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reply t6 what 1/faid 5 bat the query was ad- 
titted as they had altered it. As ſome of their 
members have heretofore traded in negroes, 


as in other merchandize, this query, be- 


ing admitted, will be one ſtep farther than 
they have hitherto gone: and I did not fee 
it my duty to preſs for an alteration ; but felt 
ealy to leave it all to him, who alone is able 
to turn the hearts of the mighty, and make 

way for the ſpreading of u on the earth, 
by means agreeable to his infinite wiſdom. 
But, in regard to thoſe they already had, I 
felt my mind engaged to labour with them; 
and ſaid, that, as we believe the ſeriptures 
were given forth by holy men, as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt, and many of us 
know by experience that they are often help- 
ful and comfortable, and believe ourſelves 
bound in duty to teach our children to read 


them, TI believe that, if we were diveſted of 


all ſelfiſh views, the fame good fpirit, that 
gave them forth, would engage us to teach 
the negroes to read, that they might have the 
benefit of them: ſome, amongſt them, at 
this time, manifeſted a concern in regard to 
taking more care in the education of their ne- 
groes. oy | 
On the twenty-ninth day of the fifth 
month, at the houſe where I lodged, was a 
meeting of miniſters and elders, at the ninth 
hour in the morning; at which time I found 
an engagement to ſpeak freely and plainly to 
them concerning their ſlaves ; mentioning, 
how they, as the firſt rank in the ſociety, 
whoſe 
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whoſe conduct in that caſe was much noticed 
by others, were under the ſtronget obliga= 
tions to look carefully to themſelves: exptęſſ- 
ing how needful' it was for them, in that fi- 
tuation, to be thoroughly diveſted of all ſeli- 
ich views ; that living in the pure truth, and 
acting conſcientiouſly toward thoſe people in 
their education and otherwiſe, they might be 
inſtrumental in helping forward a work fo 
neceſſary, and ſo much neglected amongſt 
them. At the twelfth hour the meeting of 
worſhip began, which was a ſolid meeting. 

On the thirtieth day, about the tenth hour, 
friends met to finiſh their buſineſs, and then 
the meeting for worſhip enſued, which to me 
was a laborious time; but, through the 
goodneſs of the Lord, truth, I believe, gained 
| ſome ground]; and it was a Rrepgehening op- 
portunity to the honeſt- hearte. 

About this time I wrote an epiſtle to friends 
in the back-ſettlements of You Carolina, as 


follows : - „ 


To friends at their montbly-meeting at New- 
Garden and Cane-Creek, in North- Caroli- 
na. 


Dear friends, 


T having pleaſed the Lord t0 Arama me 
forth on a viſit to ſome parts of Virginia 
and Carolina, you have often been in my 


mind; and though my way is not clear to 
1 come 


63 Tux LIFE AH TRAVELS 


come in perſon to viſit you, yet I feel it in 
my heart to communicate a few things, as 
they ariſe in the love of truth. Firſt, my 
dear friends, dwell in humility, and take 
heed that no views of outward gain get too 
deep hold of you, that ſo your eyes being 
ſingle to the Lord, you may be preſerved in 
the way of ſafety. Where people let looſe 
their minds after the love of outward things, 
and are more engaged in purſuing the pro- 
fits, and ſeeking the friendſhips, of this 
world, than to be inwardly acquainted with 
the way of true peace; ſuch walk in a vain 
ſhadow, while the true comfort of life is 
wanting: their examples are often hurtful to 
others; and their treaſures, thus collected, 
do many times prove dangerous ſnares to 
their children. 

But where people are ſincerely devoted to 
follow Chriſt, and dwell under the influence 
of his holy Spirit, their ſtability and firm- 
neſs, through a divine bleſſing, is at times 
like dew on the tender plants round about 
them, and the weightineſs of their ſpirits ſe- 
cretly works on the minds of others; and 
in this condition, through the ſpreading in- 
fluence of divine love, they feel a care over 
the flock; and way is opened for maintain- 
ing good order in the ſociety: and though 
we meet with oppoſition from another ſpirit, 
yet, as there is a dwelling in meekneſs, feel- 
ing our ſpirits ſubject, and moving only in 
the gentle peaceable wiſdom, the inward re- 
ward of quietneſs will be greater than all our 

difficulties. 
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difficulties. Where the pute life is kept to, 
and meetings of diſcipline are held in the 
authority of it, we find by experience that 
they are comfortable, and tend to the Wan 
of the body. 

While I write, the aw come fredh 
in my way : — Dear young people, chooſe 
God for your portion; love his truth, and be 
not aſhamed of it; chooſe for your company 
inch as ſerve him in uprightneſs: and 
ſhun, as moſt dangerous, the converſation of 
thoſe whole lives are of an ill favour ; for, by 
frequenting ſuch company, ſome hopeful 
young people have come to great loſs, and have 
been drawn from leſs evils to greater, to their 
utter ruin. In the bloom of youth no orna- 
ment is ſo lovely as that of virtue, nor any 
enjoyments equal to thoſe which we partake 
of, in fully reſigning ourſelves to the divine 
will: theſe enjoyments add ſweetneſs to all 
other comforts, and give true ſatisfaction in 
company and converſation,” Where people are 
mutually acquainted with it; and, as your 
minds are thus ſeaſoned with the truth, you 
will find ſtrength to abide ſtedfaſt to the teſ- 
timony of it, and be prepared for ſervices in 
the church. 

And now, * friends and va 
you are improving a wilderneſs, and may be 
numbered amongſt the firſt planters in one 

art of a province, I beſeech you, in the love 
of Jeſus Chriſt, to wiſely conſider the force 
of your examples, and think how much your 
ſucceſſors may be thereby affected: it is a 
F 4 help 


* — — ce nt — — — 
— — 


79 Tur LIFE AvD TRAVELS 


help in a country, yea, and a great ſavour 
and a bleſſing, when cuſtoms, firſt ſettled, are 
reeable to ſound wiſdom : ſo, when they are 
otherwiſe, . the effect of them is grievous; and 
children feel themſelves encompaſſed with 
difficulties prepared for them by their prede- 
ceſſors. 5 | 2 
As moderate care and exerciſe, under the 
direction of true wiſdom, are uſeful both to 
mind and body; ſo, by this means in gene- 


ral, the real wants of life are eaſily ſupplied: 
our gracious Father having ſo proportioned 
one to the other, that keeping in the true 
medium we may paſs on quietly, Where 
. Hlaves are purchaſed to do our labour, nume- 


rous difficulties attend it. To rational crea- 
tures bondage is uneaſy, and frequently oc- 


caſions ſourneſs and - diſcontent in them; 


which affects the family, and ſuch as claim 
the maſtery over them: and thus people and 
their children are many times encompaſſed 


with vexations, whichꝭ ariſe from their ap- 
plying to wrong methods to get a living. 


I have been informed that there is a 

e number of friends in your parts, who 
have no ſlaves ; and, in tender and moſt af- 
fectionate love, I beſeech you to keep clear 
from purchaſing any. Look, my dear friends, 
to divine Providence; and follow in ſimpli- 
City that exerciſe of body, that plainneſs and 
frogality, which true wiſdom leads to; fo 
will you be preſerved from thoſe dangers 


which attend ſuch as are aiming at outward 


eaſe and greatneſs. 


3 
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Treaſures, though ſmall, attained on a true 
principle of virtue, are ſweet in the poſſeſ- 
fion ; and, while we walk in the light of the 
Lord, there is true comfort and ſatisfaction. 
Here, neither the myrmurs of an oppreſſed 
people, nor an uneaſy conſcience, nor anxi- 
ous thoughts about the events of things, hin- 
der the enjoyment of it. E 
When we look toward the end of liſe, and 
think on the diyiſion of our ſubſtance among 
our ſueceſſors; if we know that it was col- 
lected in the fear of the Lord, in honeſty, in 
equity, and in uprightneſs of heart hefore 
him, we may conſider it as his gift to us; 
and, with a fingle eye to his bleſſing, beſtow 
it on thoſe we leave behind us. Such is the 
Happineſs of the plain ways of true virtue. 
«© The work of righteouſneſs ſhall] be peace; 
* and the effect of righteouſneſs, quietneſs 
«© and aſſurance for ever.” Iſa. xxxii. 17, 

Dwell here, my dear friends; and then, ih 
remote and ſolitary deſarts, you may find 
true peace and ſatisfaction. If the Lord be 
our God, in truth and reality, there is fafe- 
ty for us; for he is a ſtrong-hold in the day 
f trouble, and knoweth them that truſt in 


* 


* 


- 


him. 


Ille of Wight County, in Virginia, 
209th of the gth month, 1757. 
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From the yearly- meeting in Virginia, I 
3 went to Carolina; and, on the firſt day of the 
1 ſixth month, was at Wells monthly- meeting, 
| where the ſpring of the goſpel miniſtry was 
opened, and the love of Jeſus Chriſt expert- 
enced amongſt us: to his name be the praiſe ! 
Here my brother joined with ſome friends 
from New-Garden, who were going home- 
ward ; and I went next to Simon' s-Creek 
| monthly- meeting, where I was filent durin; 
the meeting for worſhip: when buſineſs 
came on, my mind was exerciſed concerning 
the poor flaves ; but did not fee] my way clear 
to ſpeak : in this condition I was bowed in 
ſpirit before the Lord; and with tears and 
inward ſupplication beſought him ſo to open 
| my underſtanding, that I might know his 
| will concerning me; and, at length, my 
| mind was ſettled in ſilence : near the end of 
their bufineſs, a member of their meeting 
| expreſſed a concern, that had ſome time lain 
| upon him, on account of friends ſo much 
neglecting their duty in the education of 
their ſlaves; and propoſed having meetings 
| -fometimes' appointed for them on a week- 
| day, to be only attended by ſome friends to 
| be named in their monthly meetings : many 
| preſent appeared to unite with the propoſal : 
one ſaid, he had often wondered that they, 
| being our fellow-creatures and capable of re- 
| ligious underſtanding, had been ſo exceeding- 
| Iy neglected : another expreſſed the like con- 
| cern, and appeared zealous, that friends, in 
| future, might more cloſely conſider it: at 
length 
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length a minute was made: and the farther 
conſideration of it referred to their next 
monthly- meeting. The friend who made this 
propoſal had negroes: he told me, that he 
was at New- Garden; about two hundred and 
fifty miles from home, and came back alone; 
and that in this ſolitary journey, this exer- 
Ciſe, in regard to the education of their ne- 
groes, was, from time to time, renewed in 
his mind. A friend of ſome note in Virgi- 
nia, who had ſlaves, told me, that he being 
far from home on a loneſome journey, had 
many ſerious thoughts about them ; and that 
his mind was ſo impreſſed therewith, that he 
believed that he ſaw a time coming, when 
divine Providence ' would alter the circum- 
ſtance of theſe people, reſpecting their con- 
dition as ſlaves. e 

From hence I went to Newbegun-Creek, 
and ſat a conſiderable time in much weak- 
neſs; then I felt truth open the way to ſpeak 
a little in much plainneſs and ſimplici- 
ty, till, at length, through the increaſe 'of 
divine love amongſt us, we had a ſeaſoning 
opportunity. From thence to the head of 
Little-River, on a firſt-day, where was a 
crouded meeting; and, I believe, it was, 
through divine goodneſs, made profitable to 
ſome. Thence to the Old-Neck ; where I was 
led into a careful ſearching out the ſecret work- 
ings of the myſtery of iniquity, which, un- 
der a cover of religion, exalts itſelf againſt 
that pure ſpirit, which leads in the way of 
meekneſs and ſelf-denial. From ' thence to 
13 Piney- 
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Pineywoods :, this was the Jaſt meeting I was 
at in Carolina, and was large; and, my heart 
being deeply engaged, I was drawn forth in- 
to a fervent labour amongſt them, 88 
From hence I went back into Virginia, and 
had a meeting near James Cowpland's ; it 
Was a time of inward ſuffering; but, through 
the goodneſs of the Lord, I was made con- 
tent: then to another meeting; where, 
through the renewings of pure love, we had 
a very comfortable ſeaſon, 3 
„Travelling up and down of late, I have 
had renewed evidences, that to be faithful to 
the Lord, and content with his will concern- 
ing me, is a moſt neceſſary and uſeful leſſon 
for me to be learning; looking leſs at the 
effects of my labour, than at the pure motion 
and reality of the concern, as it ariſes from 
heavenly love. In the Lord Jehovah is ever- 
laſting ſtrength ; and as the mind, by a hum- 
ble reſignation, is united to him; and we 
utter words from an inward knowledge that 
they ariſe from. the heavenly ſpring, though 
aur. way may be difficult, and require cloſe 


attention to keep in it; and though the man- 


ner in which we may be led may tend to our 
own abaſement; yet, if we continue in pa- 
tience and meekneſs, heavenly peace is the re- 
ward of our labours. 0 
From thence I went to Curles meeting ; 
which, though ſmall, was reviving to the 
honeſt- hearted. Thence to Black-Creek and 
Caroline meetings; from whence, accompa- 
nied by William Standley, before - mentioned, 


we 
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we rode to Gooſe· Creek, being much through 
the woods, and about one hundred miles 
We lodged the firſt night, at a publir- 
houſe ; the ſecond, in the woods; and, the 
next day, we reached a friend's houſe,” at 
Gooſe Creek. In the woods we lay under 
ſome diſadvantage, having no fireworks nar 
bells for our horſes; but we ftopped alittle 
before night, and let them feed on the wild 
graſs which was in plenty ; in the mean time 
cutting with our knives a ſtore againſt night, 
and then tying them, and gathering ſome buſh- 
es under an oak, we lay down ; but, the mu- 
quetoes being plenty, and the ground damp, 
1 ſlept but little: thus, lying in the wilder- 
+ neſs, and looking at the ſtars, I was led to 
contemplate on the condition of our fit 

arents, when they were ſent forth from the 
garden ; but the Almighty, though they had 
been diſobedient, continued to be a father to 
them, and ſhewed them what tended to their 
felicity, as intelligent creatures, and was ac. 
ceptable to him. To provide things relative 
to our outward living, in the way of true 
wiſdom, is good; and the gift of improving 
in things uſeful is a good pift, and comes 
from the Father of lights. Many have had 
this gift; and, from age to age, there have 
been improvements of this kind made in the 
world : but ſome, not keeping to the pure 
giſt, have, in the creaturely cunning and ſelf 
exaltation, ſought out many inventions; 
which inventions of men are diſtinct from 
that uprightneſs in which man was created; 
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as the firſt motion to them was evil, ſo the 
effects have been and are evil. At this day, 
it is as neceſſary for us conſtantly to attend 
on the heavenly gift, to be qualified to uſe 
rightly the good things in this life amidſt 
great improvements, as it was for our firſt 
parents, when they were without any im- 
provements, without any friend or father but 
God only. : f * Wy 
I was at a meeting at Gooſe-Creek ; and 
next at a monthly- meeting at Fairfax; where, 
through the gracious dealing of the Almighty 
with us, his power prevailed over many 
hearts. Thence to Manoquacy and Pipe- 
Creek, in Maryland; at both which places I 
had cauſe humbly to adore him, who ſup» 
rted me through many exerciſes, and by 
whoſe help I was enabled to reach the true 
witneſs in the hearts of others: there were 
ſome hopeful young people in thoſe parts. 
Thence I had meetings at John Everit's in 
Monalen, and at Huntingdon 5 and I was 
made humbly thankful to the Lord, who 
opened my heart amongſt the people in theſe 
new ſettlements, ſo that it was a time of en- 
couragement to the honeſt-minded. 

At Monalen, a friend gave me ſome ac- 
count of a religious ſociety, among the Dutch, 
called mennoniſts; and, amongſt other things, 
related a paſſage in ſubſtance as follows :— 
One of the mennoniſts having acquaintance 
with a man of another ſociety at a conſide- 
rable diſtance, and being with his waggon on 
buſineſs near the houſe of his ſaid acquain- 

| tance, 
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tance, and night coming on, he had thoughts 
of putting up with him ; but paſſing by his 
fields, and obſerving: the diſtreſſed appear- 
ance of his ſlaves, he Eindled a fire in the 
woods hard by, and lay there that nights 


his faid acquaintance hearing where he lodged, 
and afterward meeting the mennoniſt, told 


bim of it; adding, he ſhould have been 


heartily welcome at his houſe; and, from their 
acquaintance in former time, wondered at 
his conduct in that caſe: the mennoniſt re- 
plied, ever ſince 1 lodged by thy field, I have 
wanted an opportunity to ſpeak with thee: 
the matter was; I intended to have come i 
thy houſe for entertainment, but, ſeeing thy 
ſlaves at their work, and obſerving the man 
ner of their dreſs, I had no liking to, come 
to partake with thee :.. then admoniſhed him 
to uſe them with more humanity z, and added, 
as I lay by the fire that night, 1 thought 
that, as I was a man of ſubſtance, thou wouldſt 
have received me freely; but, if 1 had been as 

poor as one of thy ſlaves, and had no power to 
help myſelf, I ſhould have received iran thy 
hand no kinder uſage. than they, | | 

Hence I was at three meetings in my way: 
and ſo 1 went home, under a humbling ſenſe of 
the gracious dealings of the Lord wich me, in 
preſerving me through many trials and afflic- 
tions in my journey. I was out about two 
months, and travelled about eleven hundred 
and Ar miles. | 
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The 7 of the militia in Ne- Jer ſey to 
"* ferve in the arm; with ſome obſervations on 


the flate of the members of our ſeciety at that 


lime — His viſit to friends in Pennſylvania, 
accompanied by Benjamin Jones — Proceeding. 
at the monthly, quarterly, and yearly, meetings, 
in Philadelphia, reſpecting thoſe who keep 
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my 


ſaves. 


. the ninth day of the eighth month, in 
the year 1757, at night, orders came to 


the military officers in our county, (Burting- 


ton,) directing them to draught the militia, and 
prepare a number of men to go off as ſoldiers, 
to the relief of the Engliſh, at Fort William- 
Henry, in New-Yark government: a few 
days after which there was a general review 
of the ' militia, at Mount-Holly, and a num- 
ber of men-choſen and ſent off under ſome 
officers, Shortly after, there came prders to 
draught three times as many, to hold them- 


ſelves in readineſs to march when freſh or- 


ders came : and, on the ſeventeenth day of 
the eighth month, there was a meeting of 


the military officers at Mount-Holly, who 


agreed on a draught; and orders were ſent 
to the men, ſochoſen, to meet their reſpective 
captains at ſet times and places; thoſe in our 
townſhip to meet at Mount-Holly ; amongſt 
whom was a - conſiderable number of our 
7 ſociety. 
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fociety. My mind being affected herewith, 
J had freſh opportunity to ſee and conſider 
the advantage of living in the real ſubſtance 
of religion, where practice doth harmonize 
with principle. Amongſt the officers are men 
of underſtanding, who have ſome regard to 
fincerity where they ſee it; and in the exe- 
cution of their office, when they have men 
to deal with whom they believe to be up- 
right-hearted, to put them to trouble, on ac- 
count of ſetuples of conſcience, is a painful 
taſk, and likely to be avoided as much as 
eaſily may be: but where men profeſs to 
be ſo meek and heavenly-minded, and to 
have their truſt fo firmly ſettled in God, that 
they cannot join in wars, and yet, by their 
ſpirit and conduct in common life, manifeſt; 
a contrary diſpoſition, their difficulties are great 
at ſuch a time. 10 1% Sa 

Officers, in great _ endeavouring ti 
get troops to anſwer the demands of their ſu- 
periors, ſeeing men, who are infincere, pre- 
tend ſcruple of conſcience in hopes of be- 


ing excuſed from a dangerous employment, 
ſuch are likely to be roughly handled. In 


this time of commotion ſome of our young 
mem left the parts, and tartied abroad till it 


was over; ſome came, and propoſed to go 
as ſoldiers; others appeared to have a real 


tender ſcruple in their minds againſt joining 


in wars, and were much humbled under the 


apprehenſion of a trial ſo near: I had con- 
verſation with ſeveral of them to my ſatisfac- 
tion. At the ſet time when the captain came 
3 to 
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to towyn, ſome of thoſe laſt- mentioned went 
and told him in ſubſtance as follows :---T hat 
they could not bear arms for conſcience- 
lake; nor could they hire any to go in their 
places, being reigned as to the event of it: 
at length the_ captain acquainted them all, 
that they might return home for the preſent, 


and required them to provide themſelves as 


ſoldiers, and to be in readineſs to march when 
called upon, This was ſuch a time as I had 
not ſeen before; and yet I may ſay, with 
thankfulneſs to the Lord, that I believed this 
trial was intended for our good; and I was 
favoured with reſignation to him. The French 


army, taking the fort they were beſieging, de- 


ſtroyed it and went away: the company of. 
men firſt draughted, after ſome days march, 

had orders to return home; and thoſe on the 
ſecond draught were no more called apon: on 
that occaſion. 

On the fourth day of the fourth month, in, 
the year 1758, orders came to ſome officers, 
in Mount-Holly, to prepare quarters, a ſhort 
time, for about one hundred ſoldiers: and 


an officer and two other men, all inhabitants 


of our town, came to my houſe ; and the of- 
ficer told me, that he came to ſpeak with me, 
to provide lodging and entertainment for = 
ſoldiers, there being fix ſhillings a week 

man allowed as pay for it. The caſe _ 
new and unexpected, I made no anſwer ſud- 
denly ; but fat a time filent, my mind being 
inward : [ was fully convinced, that the pro- 
ceedings in wars are inconſiſtent with the 
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purity of the Chriſtian Teligion ; and d 58 
hired'to' entertain men, Who were hen und rr 
ay as ſoldiers, was a difficulty with me! P 
expected They Had” legal authority” for ' whit 
they did; and, after à [hort time, I ſaid to 
the officer, if the chen are {ett here for en- 
tertainment, I believe T Hall not refuſe to ad- 
mit them into my houſe; but che natur of 
the caſe is ſuch, that Jexpect F cannot Keep! 
them on hire: one of the men intitnated), 
that he thought I might do it confiſtent' witty 
my religious principles: tö which I made no 
reply; as believing filence, at that time, beſt 
for me. Though they ſpake of two," thete' 
came only one, who tatried at my k6uſc abbur 
two Weeks, and behaved Himſelf civilly; and 
when tlie officer chme to pay me, I tbld him 
could not take pay for it, having adtnittedd 
Him into wy. houſe in a pafſive oBedience to 
authority. I was on korſebatk When he 
ſpake t me: and; as I turned from hit, he 
ſaid; he was obliged to me: to Which I ail 
nothing; but, thinkih on the expreſſion, I 
grew uneafy; and "afterwards! being near 
where he lived! F went and told Him oh what" 
grounds I refuſed taking pay for keeping the 
A 
Near the beginning of the year 17 59, 1 
went one evening, in company with 2 friend, 
to viſit a ſick perſon; and, before our re- 
turn, we were told of a woman living near, 
who, of late, had ſeveral. days been diſcon- 
ſolate, occaſioned by a dream; wherein death, 
and che judgements of the Almighty after 
G death, 
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death, were repreſented to her mind in a 
moving manner: her ſadneſs, on that ac- 
count, being worn, off, the friend, with 
whom I was in company, went to ſee hec, 
and had ſome religious converſation with her 
and her huſband: with this viſit they were 
ſomewhat affected; and the man, with many 
tears, expteſſed his ſatisfaction; and, in a 
ſhort time aſter, the poor man being on the 
river in a ſtotm of wind, he, with one more, 
was dro: 

In the eighth month of the year 17 88, 
having had drawings in my mind to be at 
the quarterly-meeting in Cheſter county, and 
at ſome meetings in the county of Philadel- 
phia, I went firſt to ſaid quarterly- meeting, 

which was large, and ſeveral N mat- 

ters came under confideration and debate; 
and the Lord was pleaſed to qualify ſome of 
his ſervants with ſtrength and firmneſs to 
bear the burthen of the day: though I ſaid 
but little, my mind was deeply exerciſed ; 
and, aader- a ſenſe of God's love, in the a- 
nointing and fitting ſome young men for his 
work, I was comforted, and my heart was 
tendered before him. From hence I went to 
the youths meeting at Darby, where my be- 
wo Roy friend aid brother, Benjamin Jones, met 
me, by an appointment before I left home, 
to join in the viſit: and we were at Radnor, 
Merion, Richland, North-Wales, Plymouth, 
and Abington meetings; and had cauſe to 
bow in reverence before the Lord, our graci- 
ous God, by whole IP way was opened 
| for 
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for us from day to day. I. was out about 
two weeks, and: _ boats: two hundred 


miles. ) 114; 
The 3 mentingo * Philadelphia:ha- 
ving been under; a concern on account of ſome 
friends who this ſummer, (17580 chad bought 
negro ſlaves, the ſaid meeting moved it to their 
quarterly - meeting, to have the minute recon- 
ſidered in the yearly- meeting, which was 
made laſt on that ſubject: and the ſaid quat 
terly- meeting appointed a committee to con- 
ſider it, and report to their next; which 
committee having met once and adjourned, 
J. going to Philadelphia to meet à com- 
mittee of the yearly- meeting, was in town 
the evening on which the 2 | 
committee met the ſecond time; and, find 
an inclination to ſit with them, was, — 5 
ſome others, admitted; and friends had a 
weighty conference on the ſubject: and, ſoon 
after their next quarterly- meeting, I heard 
that the caſe was coming to our yearly- meet 
ing; which brought a weighty: exerciſe upon 
me, and under a ſenſe of my own infirmie 
ties, and the great danger I felt of turning 
aſide from perfect purity, my mind was of- 
ten drawn to retire alone, and put up my 
prayers to the Lord, that he would be gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to ſirengthen me; that, ſetting 
alide all views of ſelf-intereſt and the friend- 
ſhip of this world, I might ſtand. ly relign- 
ed to his holy will. F 
In this yearly-meeting, ſeveral nen 
matten were conſideted; ; and, toward the laſt, 
G 2 that 
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that in relation to dealing with perſons who 
chaſe ſlaves. During the ſeveral fittings 
of the ſaid meeting my mind was frequently 
covered wl inward: prayer, and I could ſay, 
with David, That tears were my meat day 
and night,” The caſe of flave-keeping lay 
heavy upon me; nor did I find any engage- 
ment to ſpeab directly to any other matter be- 
fore the meeting- Now, when this caſe was 
opened, ſevetal faithful friends ſpake weightily 
— with which I Was comforted ; and, 
feeling a concern to caſt in wy _ 1 laid in 
ſubſtance as follow- : 

In the difficulties attending us in 1this 
life, nothing is more precious than the mind 
of truth inwardly manifeſted; and it is my 
earneſt defice that, in this weighty matter, we 
may be ſo truly humbled as to be favoured 
with a clear underſtanding of the mind of 
truth, and follow it; this would be of more 
advantage to the ſociety, than any medium 
not in the clearneſs of divine wiſdom. The 
caſe is diffieult to ſome who have them; but if 
ſuch ſet aſide all ſelf-intereſt, and come to be 
weaned from the deſire of getting eſtates, or 
even from holding them together, when truth 

uices the contrary, I believe way will open 
that they will know how to ſteer through thoſe 
difficulties.” - 

Many friends appeared to be deeply bow- 
ed under the weight of the work ; and mani- 
feſted much firmneſs in their love to the cauſe 
of truth and univerſal righteouſneſs on the 
earth: and, though none did openly juſtify 
TT | — the 
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the practice of flive-keeping. in general, vet 
ſome appeared concerned, joſt the meeting 
ſhould go into ſuch meaſpres as might give 
uneaſineſs to many brethren; alledging, that 
if friends patiently continued under. the ex- 
erciſe, the Lord, in time to come, might 
ofen: Way for the deliverance of | theſe peo · 
: and, I finding an engagement to ſpeak, 
aid, ©. My mind is often led to conſider the 
purity of the divine Being, and the juſtice 
of his judgements; and herein my ſoul is co- 
vered with awfulneſs: 1 cannot omit to hint 
of ſome caſes, where people have not been 
treated with the purity of juſtice, and the 
event hath been lamentable: many ſlaves on 
this continent are oppreſſed, and their cries 
have reached the ears of the Moſt High. 
Such are the purity and certainty of his judge- 
ments, that he cannot be partial in dur favour. 
In infinite love and goodneſs, he hath opened 
our underſtandings, from one time to another, 
concerning our duty towards this people; and 
it is not a time for delay. Should we now be 
ſenſible of what he requires of us, and, through 
a reſpect to the private intereſt of ſome per- 
ſons, or through a regard to ſome friendſhi 
which do not ſtand on an immutable founda- 
tion, neglect to do our duty in firmneſs and 
conſtancy, ſtill waiting for ſome extraordinary 
means to bring about their deliverance, it may 
be by terrible things in righteouſneſs God may 
anlwer us in this matter. 
Many faithful brethren laboured with great 
ficmnels ; and the love of truth, in a good 
G 3 degree, 
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degree, prevailed. ' Several friends, who had 


negroes, expreſſed their defire that a rule 


might be made, to deal with ſuch friends as 
offenders who bought ſlaves in future: to 
this it was anſwered, that the root of this 
evil would never be effectually ſtruck at, un- 
til a thorough ſearch was made into the cir- 
cumſtances of ſuch friends as kept negroes, 
with reſpect to the righteouſneſs of their 
motives in keeping them, that impartial Juſ- 
tice might be adminiſtered throughout. Seve- 
ral friends expreſſed their deſire, that a viſit 
might be made to ſuch friends as kept 
ſlaves: and many friends faid, that they be- 
lieved liberty was the negroes right; to which, 
at length, no oppoſition was made publicly: 
a minute was made more full on that ſub- 


ject than any heretofore ; and the names of 


ſeveral friends entered, who were free to join 


„* 


in à viſit to ſuch as kept ſlaves. 
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county; and afterwards joinin with Daniel 
Stanton and John Scarborough. in a, viſit to 
uch as kept Jlaves Nude ome. obſervations 
on the conduct ſucb ſhould maintain as are 
concerned to Jheak in meetings for diſcipline— 
Several more wifits to ſuch as kept ſlaves : 
and to friends near Salem——Some 9 of 
the yearly meeting in the year 1759; and of 
the increafing concern, in divers provinces, to 
labour againſt buying and ne n 
The yearly- meeting epifile. 8 


N the eleventh day of the ROW month, 

in the year 17 58, 1 ſet out for Concord 

the quarterly: meeting, heretofore held there, 
was now, by reaſon of a great increaſe of 
members, divided into two by the agreement 


of friends, at our laſt yearly meeting. Here 


I met with our beloved friends, Samuel Spa- 
vold and Mary Kirby, from England, and 
with Joſeph White, from Bucks county, who 
had Nr, leave of his family in order to go 
on a religious viſit to friends in England; 
and, through divine goodneſs, we were fa- 


voured with a ſtrengthening opportunity to- 


gether. 
After this meeting I joined with my friends, 
Lag” Stanton and John Scarborough, in 
G 4 viſiting 
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viſiting friends who had ſlaves; and at night 
we had a family-meeting at William Trim- 
ble's, many young people being there; and 
it was a precious reviving ppportunity, Next 
morning we had a comfortable ſitting al of 
8 fe! neighbour z. and tence. to the buri 
py 75 Fa many pegp! e, and it was a 
| time of divine | favour; after which, we, vi- 
Med, fo e who had ſlaves; and, at night, 
- farmily- -mecting. at a friend's houſe, 
SR, the channel of goſpel-love was opened, 
and my mind was comforted after a hard 
day's labour. The next day we were at Go- 
(hen, monthly-meeting ; and thence, on the 
ighteenth day of the eleventh month, in 
a e year 1758, attended the quarterly-meet- 
ing at London-Grove, it being the firſt held 
at that place, Here we met again with all the 
before- mentioned friends, and had ſome edi- 
fying meetings: and, near the concluſion of 
the . 55 for buſineſs, friends were incited 
to conſtancy in ſupporting the teſtimony of 
truth, and reminded of the neceſſity which 
the diſc ples of Chriſt are under to attend 
principally to, his buſineſs, as he is pleaſed 
to open it to us: and to be particularly care- 
ful to have our minds redeemed from the love 
of wealth; to have our outward affairs in as 
little room as may be; that no temporal con- 
cerns may entangle our affections, or hinder 
us from diligently following the dictates of 
truth, in labouring to promote the pute ſpi- 
rit of meekneſs and Map. mindedneſs a- 
mongſt 
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mongſt the children of men in theſe days of 
_ calamity and diſtreſs, wherein God is viſiting 
Each of tbeſe quarterly meetings was 
large, and fat near eight hours. Here I had 
occaſion to conſider, that jt is a weighty thing 
to ſpeak much in large meetings for buſineſs ; 
firſt, except our minds are rightly prepared, 
and we clearly underſtand the caſe we ſpeak 
to, inflead of forwarding, we binder, buſi- 
neſs, and make more labour for thoſe on 
whom the burthen of the work is laid. 

If ſelfiſh views, or à partial ſpirit, have 
any room in our minds, we are unfit for 
the Lord's work; if we have a clear proſpect 
of the buſineſs, and proper weight on our 
minds to ſpeak, it behoves us to avoid uſeleſs 
apologies and repetitions: where people are 
gathered from far, and adjourning a meet- 
ing of buſineſs is attended with great diffi- 
culty, it behoves all to be cautious how they 
detain a meeting; eſpecially: when they have 
fat fix or ſeven hours, and have a great diſ- 
tance to ride home. Aſter this meeting I rode 
home. : | 75 EY. 

In the beginning of the twelfth month of 
the year 1758 J joined in company with my 
friends, John Sykes and Daniel Stanton, in 
viſiting ſuch as had ſlaves: ſome, whoſe 
hearts were rightly exerciſed about them, ap- 
peared to be glad of our viſit 5 but in ſome 
places our way was more difficult; and I of- 
ten ſaw the neceſſity of keeping down. to that 
root from whence our concern proceeded ; 

: and 
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and have cauſe, in reverend : thankfulneſs, 
humbly to bow —_ before the Lord, who 
was near to me, and preſerved my mind in 
calmneſs under ſome ſharp conflicts, and be- 
gat a ſpirit of Is and tenderneſs in 
me toward ſome who were grievouſly en- 
tangled by the ſpirit of this world. 

In the firſt month of the year 1759, Fo 
ving found my mind drawn to viſit ſome. 
the more active members, in our ſociety. at 
Philadelphia, who had ſlaves, I met my friend 


John Churchman there, by an agreement: 


and we continued about a week in the city. 
We viſited ſome that were ſick, and ſome wi- 
dows and their families; and the other part 


Of our time was moſtly employed in viſiting 


ſuch as had ſlaves — lt was a time of deep 
exerciſe, looking often to the Lord for his aſ- 
ſiſtance; who, in. unſpeakable kindneis, fa- 
voured us with the influence. of that ſpirit, 
which crucifies to the greatneſs and ſplendor 
of this world, and enabled us to go through 
ſome heavy Iabours, in which we found 
peace. 

On the and day « the thied, 
month, of this year, I was at our general 
ſpring-meeting at Philadelphia: after which, I 
again joined with John Churchman on a viſit. 
to ſome more who had ſlaves in Philadet. 
phia ; and, with thankfulneſs to our heavenly: 
Father, I may ſay, that divine love and a true 


ſympathiſing tenderneſs of Dean prevailed at 


times in this ſervice, 


Having, 
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Faving, at times, perceived a ſhyneſs" in 
ſome friends; of — — note, towards 

me, I found an engagement in goſpel love to 

y a viſit to one of them; and, as I dwelt un- 
der the exerciſe, I felt a reſignedneſs in my 
mind to go: ſo T went, and told him, in pri- 

vate, 'I had a deſire to have an opportunity 
with him alone; to which he readily agreed: 
and then, in the fear of the Lord, things 
relating to that ſhyneſs were ſearched to the 
bottom; and we had a large conference, 
which, I believe, was of uſe to both of us, and 
am thankful that way was opened for it. 

On the fourteenth day of the ſixth month, 
in the ſame year, having felt drawings in 
my mind to viſit friends about Salem, and 
having the approbation of our monthly- 
meeting therein, I attended their quarterly - 
meeting, and was out ſeven days, and at 
ſeven meetings; in ſome of which I was 
chiefly filent, and in others, through the bap- 
tizing power of truth, my heart was enlarged 
in heavenly love, and found a near fellowſhip 
with the brethren and ſiſters, in the manifold 
trials attending their Chriſtian' progreſs through 
this world. 3 hs 

In the ſeventh month, I found an in- 
creaſing concern on my mind to viſit ſome 
active members in our ſociety who had 
flaves; and, having no opportunity of the 
company of ſuch as were named on the 
minutes of the yearly- meeting. I went alone 
to their houſes, and, in the fear of the Lord, 

Ed acquainted 
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acquainted them with the exerciſe I was un- 
ger: and thus, ſometimes, by a few words, 
I, found myſelf diſcharged from a heavy bur- 


After this, our friend, John Churchman, 
coming into our province with a. view. to be 
at ſome. meetings, and to join again in the 
vilit to thoſe who had ſlaves, I bore him 
company in the ſaid viſit to ſome active mem- 

bers, and found inward ſatisfaction. 5 
At our yearly- meeting, in the year 1759, 
we. had ſome weighty ſeaſons; where the 
power of truth was largely extended, to the 
ſtrengthening of the honeſt-minded. As 
friends read over the epiſtles, to be ſent to 
e s along this continent, I ob- 
ſexved in moſt of them, both this year and laſt, 
it was recommended to friends to labour againſt 
buying and keeping flaves; and in ſome of 
them cloſely treated upon. This practice 
had long been a heavy exerciſe to me, and [I 
have often waded through mortifying labours 
on that account; and, at times, in ſome meet- 
ings been almoſt alone therein. Now, obſer- 
ving the increafing concern in our religious ſo- 
ciety, and ſeeing how the Lord was railing up 
and qualifying ſervants for his work, not only 
in this reſpect, but for promoting the cauſe of 
truth in general, 1 was humbly bowed in 

thankfulnets before him. | 
This meeting continued near a week; and, 
for ſeveral days, in the forepart of it, my mind 
was drawn into a deep inward ſtillneſs ; and 
being, at times, covered with the ſpirit of ſup- 
Eo | plication, 
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plication, my heart was ſecretly” poured gur 
before the Lord: and, near the concluſion of 
the meeting for buſineſs, way opened that, in 
in the pure flowings of divine love, I expreſſed 
what lay upon me; which; as it them '#rofe* in 
my mind, was firſt to ſhew how” deep an 
ſwers to deep in the hearts of the ſincerè and. 
upright ;”* though, in their different growths 
they may not all have attained to the fame 
clearneſs in ſome points relating to our teſti- 
mony : and I was led to mention the integrity 
and conſtancy of many martyrs, Who gave 
their lives for the teſtimony of Jeſus; and yet, 
in ſome points, held doctrines diſtinguiſhable 
from ſome which we hold: and that, in all 
ages, where people were faithful to the lighit 
and underſtanding which the Moſt High af- 
forded them, they found acceptance with him ; 
and that now, though there are different ways 
of thinking amongſt us in ſome particulats, 
yet, if we mutually kept to that ſpirit and 
power which,.crucifies! to the world, -whith 
teaches us to be content with things really 
needful, and to avoid all ſuperflaities, giving 
up our hearts to fear and ſerve the Lord; tiue 
unity may ſtill be preſerved amongſt us: and 
that if ſuch, as were, at times, under ſuf⸗ 
ferings on account of ſome ſeruples of conſei- 
ence, kept low and humble, and in their con- 
duct in life manifeſted a ſpirit of true charity, 
it would be more likely to reach the witneſs in 
others, and be of more ſervice in the church, 
than if their ſufferings were attended with a 
contrary ſpirit and conduct.“ In which w_ a 
ciſe 
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ciſe I was drawn into a ſympathizing tenderneſs 


with the ſheep of Chriſt, however ditag uiſh- 


ed one from another in this world; — the 
like diſpoſition appeared. to ſpread oyer others 
in the meeting. Great is the goodneſs of the 
Lord toward his poor creatures! . 

An epiſtle went forth from this yearly-meet- 


ing, which I think good to give a Hates in his 
enn e * as follows : ; pho 


From the un | held at Philadel- 
ia, for Pennſylvania and New- Jerſey, 
1 the twenty ſecond day of the ninth 
month, to the twenty-eighth day of the e 
 incluſipe, 17 59. 4s 


To: the quarterly d monthly mijn of 
© friends belongin! g to _ ſaid yearly-micet- 


ing. 
z beloved friends and brethren, 


'N an awful ſenſe of the wiſdom and good- 

neſs of the Lord our God, whoſe tender 
mercies have long been continued to us in this 
land, we affectionately ſalute you, with fincere 
and fervent deſires, that we may reverently re- 


gard the diſpenſations of his providence, and 
improve under them. 


The empires and kingdoms of the earth 
are ſubject to his Almighty power: he is the 


God of the ſpirits of all fleſh, and deals with 


his people agreeable to that wiſdom, the depth 
whereof 


or JOHN:WOOEMAN./ » gg 


whereof. i is to us unſearchable: we, in theſe 
provinces, may ſay, he hath, as a gracious 
and tender parent, * bountifully with us, 
even from the days of our fathers: it 9 — 
who ſtrengthened them to labour through the 
difficulties attending the improvement of a 
wilderneſs, and made way for them in the 
hearts of the natives; ſo that by them they 
were comforted in times of want and diſtreſs: 
it was by the gracious influences of his holy 
ſpirit, that they were diſpoſed to work righ- 
teouſneſs, and walk uprightly one towards 
another, and towards the natives, and in life 
and converſation to manifeſt the excellency of 
the principles and doctrines of the Chriſtian 
religion; and thereby they retain their eſteem, 
and friendſhip: whilſt they were. labouring 
for the neceſſaries of life, many of them were 
fervently engaged to promote piety. and virtue. 
in the earth, and educate their children 1 in the 
fear of the Lord. 

If we carefully conſider. the. peaccable 
meaſures purſued in the firſt ſettlement of 
the land, and that freedom from the deſola- 
tions of wars which for a long time we en- 
joyed, we ſhall find ourſelves under ſtrong 
obligations to the Almighty, Who, when the 
earth is ſo generally polluted with wicked / 
neſs, gave us a being in a part ſo ſignally fa- 
voured with tranquillity and plenty, and in 
which the glad tidings of the goſpel of 
Chriſt are ſo freely publiſhed, that we may 
juſtly ſay with the pfſalmiſt, What ſhall 

B n 4 % we 
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«we render urito the Lord for alb his dener 
ee fits ? > | 

Our own real g60d; and the good of our 
poſterity, in fome meaſure; depend on the 
part we act; and it nearly concerns vs to try 
our foundations impartially. Such are the 
different rewards of the juſt and unjuſt in a 
future ſtate, that, to attend diligently to- the 
dictates of che Spirit of Chriſt, to devote our- 
felves to his ſervice, and engage fervently in 
his eauſe, during our ſhott Ray in this world, 
is a choice well becoming a free intelligent 
ereature; we ſhall' thus elearly ſee and con- 
ſider that the dealings of God with mankind 
in a - national capacity; as recorded in holy 
writ, do fufficiently evidence the truth of 
that ſaying, it 18 righteouſneſs which ex- 
„ alteth a nation; and though he doth not 
at all times ſuddenly' execute his judgements 


on a ſinful people in rhis life, you we ſee, by 


many inſtances, that where © men follow 
e Jying vanities, they forſake cheir 6wn mer- 
it cies z* and as a proud ſelfiſh ſpirit prevails 
and ſpreads among a people, ſo partial judge- 
ment, oppreſſion, diſcord, envy, and confu- 
ſions, increaſe, and ptovinces and kingdoms 


are made to drink the cup of adverſity as a 


reward of their o.,] n doings. Thus the in- 


ſpired prophet, reaſoning with the degene- 


rated Jews, faith, © Thine own wickedneſs: 
* ſhall correct thee; and thy backſlidings 
© ſhall reprove thee : know, therefore, that 


it is an evil * and bitter, that thou 


ct haſt 


or JOHN WOOEMAN; i op: 


«© haſt forſaken the Lord thy God, and 
«© that my fear is not in thee; ſaith' the Lord 
% God of hoſts.“ Jer. ii. 394! oh Ho mom 
The God of our fathers, who hath ber 

ſtowed on us many benefits, farniſhed a ta- 
ble for us in the wilderneſs, and made the 
defarts and ſolitary places to rejoice ; he doth 
now mercifully call upon us to ſervs him 
more faithfully We may truly ſay, with the 
prophet; It is his voice which eritth d the 
city, and men of wiſdom ſee his name: 
They regard the rod, and him Who hath 
appointed it. People, who look chie fly at 
things outward, too little conſider the ori- 
ginal cauſe of the preſent troubles; but ſuch 
as fear the Lord, and think often upon 
his name, ſee and feel that a wrong ſpi- 
rit is ſpreading among the inhabitants of 
our country; that the hearts of many art 
waxed fat, and their ears dull of hearing; 
that the Moſt High; in bis viſitations to us, 
inſtead of calling, lifteth up his vaice and 
crieth; he crieth to our country and his 
voice waxeth louder and loudet. In former 
wars between the Engliſh and other nations, 
ſince the ſettlement of our provinces, the ca- 
lamities attending them have fallen "chiefly 
on other places, but now of late they have 
reached to our borders; many of our fellow 
ſuhjects have ſuffered on and near our fron- 
tiers, ſome have been ſlain in battle, fome 
killed in their houſes, and ſome in their fields, 
ſome wounded and left in great miſery, and 
others ſeparated from their wives and little 
| H | children, 
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children, who have been carried captives 


among the Indians: we have ſeen men and 


women, who have been witneſſes of theſe 
ſcenes of ſorrow, and being reduced to want, 
have come to our houſes aſking relief. —Irt 
is not long fince it was the caſe of many 
young men, in one of theſe provinces, to be 
draughted, in order to be taken as ſoldiers ; 
ſome were at that time in great diſtreſs, and 
had occaſion to conſider that their lives had 
been too little conformable to the purity and 
ſpirituality of that religion which we pro- 
feſs, and found themſelves too little ac- 
quainted with that inward humility, in 
which true fortitude to endure hardneſs for 
the truth's ſake is experienced. — Many pa- 
rents were concerned for their children, and 
in that time of trial were led to conſider, 
that their care, to get outward treaſure for 
them, had been greater than their care for 
their ſettlement in that religion which cruci- 
fieth to the world, and enableth to bear a 
clear teſtimony to the peaceable government 
of the Meſſiah. Theſe troubles are removed, 
and for a time we are releaſed from them. 
Let us not forget that * The Moſt High 
4 hath his way in the deep, in clouds and in 
„ thick darkneſs” - that it is his voice which 
crieth to the city and to the country; and oh! 
that theſe loud and awakening cries may have 
a proper effect upon us, that heavier chaſtiſe- 


ment may not become neceſſary! For though 


things, as to the outward, may, for a ſhort 
time, afford a pleaſing proſpect; yet, while 
TE a {elfiſh 
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2 ſelfiſh ſpirit, that ,is. not ſubject to the croſs 
of Chriſt, continueth to ſpread. and prevail, 
there can be no long continuance, in outward. - 


peace and tranquillity, If we defice an inhe-, , 
ritance incorruptible, and to be at feſt in that 
ſtate of peace and happineſs, which ever con- 
tinues; if we defire, in this life, to dwell un- 
der the favour, and protection of that al- 
mighty Being, whoſe habitation is in holi- 
neſs, whoſe ways are all equal, and whoſe 
anger is now kindled becauſe of our back- 
didings ; let us then awfully regard theſe 
beginnings of his ſore judgements, and, with 
abaſement and humiliation turn to him, whom 
We. heve offended.” co TE 
Contending with one equal in ſtrength is 
an uneaſy exerciſe; but if the Lord is become 
our enemy, if we perſiſt to contend with him 
who is omnipotent, our overthrow will be 


\ 


R 
Do we feel an affectionate regard to poſte= 
rity; and are we employed to promote their 
happineſs? Do our minds, in things out- 
ward, look beyond our own diſſolution; and 
are we contriving for the proſperity of our 
children after Ky Let us then, like wiſe 
builders, lay the foundation deep; and, by 
our conſtant uniform regard to an inward 
piety and virtue, let them ſee that we really 
value it : Jet us labour, in the fear of the 
Lord, that their innocent minds, while young 
and tender, may be preſerved from corrup- 
tions; that, as they. advance in age, they 
may rightly underſtand their true, intereſt, 
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may conſider the uncertainty of temporal 
things, and, above all, have their hope and 
de firmly ſettled in the bleſſiog of 
that Almighty Being, who inhabits eternity, 
and preſerves and ſupports the world. 

In all our cares, about worldly treaſures, 
let us ſteadily bear in mind, that riches, poſ- 
ſeſſed by children who do not truly ſerve 
God, are likely to prove ſnares that may 
more grievouſly entangle them in that ſpirit 
of ſelfiſhneſs and exaltation, 'which ſtands in 
oppoſition to real peace and happineſs; and 
tenders them enemies to the croſs of Chriſt, 
who ſubmit to the influence of it. 

To keep a watchful eye towards real ob- 


jects of charity, to viſit the poor in their 


loneſome dwelling- places, to comfort them 
who, through the diſpenſations of divine 
Providence, are in ſtrait and painful circum- 
ſtances in this life, and ſteadily to endeavour 
to honour God with our ſubſtance, from a 
real ſenſe of the love of Chriſt influencing 
our minds thereto, is more likely to bring a 


bleſſing to our children, and will afford more 
ſatisfaction to a Chriſtian favoured with plen- 


v, than an earneſt delire to collect much 
wealth to leave behind us; for“ here we have 
no continuing city; may we therefore di- 
ligently © ſeek one that is to come, whole 
« builder and maker is God.” 

Finally, brethren, whatſoever things are 
true, whatſoever things are juſt, whatſo- 
« ever things are pure, whatſoever things 
« are lovely, whatſoever things are of good 
„ report ; 


* report; if there be any virtue, if there 
„ be any praiſe, think on theſe things and 
„do them, and the God of peace ſhall be 
« with you.” 5 y "Þ 


Signed, by appointment, and on behalf of 
our ſaid meeting, by ſeven friends. 


On the twenty- eighth day of the eleventh 
month, in the year 1759, I was at the quar- 
terly-meeting in Bucks county: this day be- 
ing the meeting of miniſters and elders, my 
heart was enlarged in the love of Jeſus Chriſt 
and the favour of the Moſt High was ex- 
tended to us in that and the enſuing meet- 
ing. 
f bad converſation, at my lodging, with 
my beloved friend, Samuel Eaſtburn; who 
expreſſed a concern to join in a viſit to ſome 
friends, in that county, who had negroes ; 
and, as I had felt a draught in my mind to 
that work in the ſaid county, I came home 
and put things in order: on the eleventh 
day of the twelfth munth following, I went 
over the river; and on the next day was at 
Buckingham meeting ; where, through the 
deſcendings of heavenly dew, my mind was 
comforted, and drawn into a near unity with 
the flock of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Entering upon this viſit appeared weighty 2 
and before ] left home my mind was often 
fad; under which exerciſe 1 felt, at times, 
the Holy Spirit, which helps our infirmities ; 

H 3 through 
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through which, in private, my prayers were, 
at times, put up to God, that he would be 
pleaſed to purge me from all felfiſhneſs, that 
J might be ſtrengthened to diſcharge my 
duty faithfully, bow hard ſoever to the na- 
tural part. We proceeded on the viſit in a 
weighty frame of ſpirit, and went to the 
houſes of the moſt active members, through- 
out the country, who had negroes; and, 
through the goodneſs of the Lorrd, my mind 
was preſerved in reſignation in times of trial, 
and, though the work was hard to natu 
yet through the ſtrength of that love which 
is ſtronger than death, tenderneſs of heart 
was often felt amongſt us in our viſits, and 
we parted from ſeveral families with greater 
ſatis faction than we expected. 
Me viſited Joſeph White's family, he be- 
ing in England ; had alſo a family-ſitring at 
the houfe of an elder who bore us company, 
and was at Makefield on a firſt day: at all 
which times my heart was truly thankful to 
the Lord, who was graciouſly pleaſed to re- 
new his loving-kindneſs 10 us, his poor ſer- 
vants, uniting us together in his work, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. "vi. 


6 


His viſit, in com pany + Sanne Eefthurn, 
to Long Hand, Rhode- 1/land, Beſton, &c. 
in Neu- England — Fe on the ſlaves» 
trade at On. and his exerciſe on that 

Account; alſs on lotteries Some other vation 


on the ifland bf: Nantucket. | 


AVIN G, for ſome time paſt, felt a 
ſympathy in my mind with friends 

Eaſt ward, I opened my concern in our month» 
ly- meeting; and, obtaining a certificate, ſet 
forward on the ſeventeenth day of the. fourth 
month, in the year 1760, joining in com- 
pany, by a previous agreement, with my be= 


eh friend, Samuel Eaſtburn. We had meet- 


ings at Woodbridge, Rahaway, and Plain- 
field; and were at their monthly- meeting of 
miniſters and elders in Rahaway. We la- 
doured under ſome diſcouragement ; but, 
through the inviſible power of truth, our vi- 
fit was made reviving to the lowly- minded, 
with whom I felt a near unity of ſpirit, be- 
ing much reduced in my mind. We paſſed 
on and viſited chief of the meetings on 
Long-Ifland. It was my concern, from day 
to day, to ſay no more nor leſs than what 
the ſpirit of truth opened in me, being jea- 
lous over myſelf, leſt 1 ſhould ſpeak any 
thing to make my teſtimony look agreeable 
H 4. to 
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to that mind in people, which is not in pure 
obedience to the croſs of Chriſt. 

The ſpring of the miniſtry was often low; 
and, through the ſubjecting power of truth, 
we were kept low with it ; and from place to 
place, ſuch, whoſe hearts were truly concern- 
ed for the cauſe of Chriſt, appeared to be 
comforted in our labours; and though it 
was in general a time of abaſement of the 
_ creature, | yet, through his goodneſs, who 
is a helper of the poor, we had ſome truly 
edifying ſeaſons both in meetings, and in fa- 
milies where we tarried; and ſometimes 
found' ſtrength to labour earneſtly with the 
_ unfaithful, eſpecially with thoſe, Whoſe ſta- 
tion in families, or in the ſociety was ſuch, 
that their example had a powerful tendency 
to open the way for others to go aſide from 
the purity and ſoundneſs of the bleſſed 
truth. At Jericho, on Long-Ifland, 1 wrote 
home as follows: : 


24th 


att t rn ot 


17 24th mY the 4 kth 1765 


„ iti 315 13 13360 {$340 ne n 
de beloved ole, e LAT. 


* B are favouted: wick heath bare 
8 been at ſundry meetings in Eaſt- 
Jerſey, und on this iſland : my mind hath 
been much in an inward watchful frame fines 

J left thee, greatly deſiting that our 
ings may be ugly in the wilt of our e 
Father. | 
As the preſaut appearance of things is 
not joyous, I have been much ſhut up from 
oi ciicariulneſs, remembering that pro- 
miſe, - «+ en ſhalt thou delight thyſelf in 
* the Lord:”"—As this, from day to day, has 
been revived in my memory, I have conſi- 
dered that his internal preſence on our minds 
is a delight, of all others, the moſt pure; and 
that the honeſt-hearted not only delight in 
this, but in the effect of it upon them. He 
regards the helpleſs and diſtreſſed, and 
reveals his love to his children under afflie⸗ 
tion; they delight in beholding his benevo- 
lence and feeling divine charity movihg us 
pon them: of this I may ſpeak a little; for 
though, ſince I left you, 1 have often found 
an engaging love and affection toward thee 
and my daughter, and friends about home, 
that going out at this time, when ſieknefs is 
fo great amongſt you, is a trial upon me; 
yet 
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yet I often remember there are many wi- 
daws, and fatherleſs, many who have poor 
tutors, many who have evil examples before 
them, and many whoſe minds are in capti- 
vity, for whoſe ſake my heart is, at times, 
moved with compaſſion, that I feel my mind 
reſigned to leave you for a ſeaſon, to èxerciſe 
that gift which the Lord hath beſtowed on 
mes which though ſmall, compared with 
ſome, yet in this; I rejoice, -that I feel love 
— . toward my fellow- creatures. I re- 
commend you to the Almighty, who, I truſt, 
cares for you; and, under a ſenſe of his a hes- 
n love, remain 


. 


8 l 
1166.1 * 


ee, « Thy loving huſband, 
J. w. 


We pan Ty from the caſt end of Long- 
Ifland. to New-London, about thirty miles, 
in a large open boat; while we were out, the 
wind rifing high, the waves ſeveral times 
beat over us, that to me it appeared dange- 
rous ; but my mind was, at that time, turn- 
ed to him, who made and governs the deep, 
and my life was reſigned to him: and, as he 
was eee pleaſed to preſerve us, I had 
freſh occaſion to conſider every day as a day 
lent to me ; and felt a renewed engagement 
to:devote my time, and all I had, to him who 

ave them. 
Me had five meetings in Narraganſet ; and 


went thence to Newport on ö 
ur 


« of 


Our gracious Father preſerved i us in an-bum- 


ble dependence on him through deep  exers 
eiſes. that were mortifying to the creaturely 


will. In ſeveral families in the country, 
where we lodged, I felt an engagement on 
my mind to have a conference with them in 


rivate concerning their ſlaves ; and, through 
divine aid, I was favoured to give up theres 
to: though, in this concern, peared ſin· 
gular from many, whoſe ſervice in travelling, 


I believe, is greater than mine; I do not 
think hard of them for omitting it; I do 
not repine at having ſo unpleaſant a taſk'af- 


ſigned me, but look with awfulneſs to him, 
who appoints to his ſervants their reſpective 
employments, and is gocd to all who ſerve 


him fincerely. 
We got to Newport in the evening, and 


on the next day viſited two ſick perſons, and 
had comfortable fittings with them; and in 
the afternoon attended the burial of a friend. 1 


The next day we were at meetings at 


Newport, in the forenoon and ner, ops 
where the ſpring « of the miniſtry was opened; 
and ſtrength given to declare the word of lifs 


to the people. 
The next day we went on our youtitey'# bot 


the great number of ſlaves in theſe parts, 
and the continuance of that'trade from thenee 
to Guinea, made deep impreſſion on me; and 
my cries were often put up to my heavenly 
Father in ſecret, that he would enable me tro 
diſcharge my duty faithfully, in ſuch way as 
he might be pleaſed to point out to me. 
We 
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We. took Swanſea, Freetown, and Tanton, 
in our way to Boſton ; where alſo. we had a 
meeting; our exerciſe was deep, and the love 
truth prevailed, - for which I bleſs the 
rd. We went eaſtward about eighty miles 
beyond Boſton, taking meetings, and were 
in a good degree preſcrved in an humble de- 
ence on that arm which drew us out; 
and, though we had ſome hard labour with 
the diſobedient, laying things home and cloſe 
e ſuch as were ſtout againſt the truth; yet, 
through the goodneſs of God, we had, at times, 
to partake of heavenly comfort with them who 


were meek, and were often favoured to part 


with friends in the nearneſs of true goſpel-fel- 
lowſhip. We returned to Boſton, and had 
another comfortable opportunity with friends 
there; and thence rode back a day's journey 
eaſtward of Boſton : our guide being a heavy 
man, and the weather hot, and my companion 
and I conſidering it, expreſſæd our freedom to 

on without bim, to which he conſented, 
and we reſpectfully took our leave of him; this 
we did, as. believing the journey would have 


been hard to him and his horſe. 


We viſited the meetings in thoſe parts, and 


were meaſurably baptized into a feeling of 


the ſtate of the ſociety: and in bowedneſs of 
ſpirit went to the yearly-mecting at New- 
port; where I underſtood that a large num 
ber of ſlaves were imported from Africa into 
that town, and then, on ſale by a member of 
our; ſociety. At this meeting we met with 
John Storer from England, Elizabeth Ship- 


2 \ . ley, 
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ley, Ann Gaunt, Hannah Foſter, and 
Redman from our parts, all minifters of th 
goſpel, of whoſe company. was glad. 
At this time my appetite failed, and 4 
grew outwardly weak, and had a 
of the condition of Habbakuk, as there e 
preſſed. When I heard, my belly trembled; 
my lips quivered, I trembled in myſelf that 
might reſt in the day of ttouble; I had mas 
ny cogitations, and was ſorely diſtreſſed: and 
was defirous that friends might petition the 
legiſlature, to uſe their endeavours toidiſeous 
rage the future importation of ſlaves ;| fot I 
ſaw that this trade was a great evil, and tend: 
ed to multiply troubles, and bring diſtreſſeh 
on the people in thoſe parts, for RE wels 
fare my heart was deeply concerned. 
Hut I perceived ſeveral difficulties in 
to petitioning; and ſuch was the exerciſe uf 
my mind, that I had thought of endeavours 
ing to get an opportunity to ſpeak à few 
words in the houſe of aſſembly, then fitting 
in town. This exerciſe came upon me in the 
afternoon, on the ſecond day of the yearhy+ 
meeting, and; going to bed, I got no fleep 
till my mind was wholly” reſigned therein; 
and in the morning I enquired of a friend 
how long the aſſembly were likely to conti- 
nue fitting; who told me, they were expect- 
ed to be prorogued that day or the net.. 
As I was deſirous to attend the buſineſs of 
the meeting, and perceived the affembly 
were likely to depart before the buſineſs was 
ove; after conſiderable exerciſe, humbly 
e ſeeking 
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ſeeking to the Lord for inſtruction, my mind 
ſettled to attend on the buſineſs of the meet- 
ing; on the laſt day of which, I had pre- 
pared a ſhort eſſay of a petition to be pre- 
ſented to the legiſlature, if way opened: and 
being informed that there were ſome ap- 
pointed, by; that yearly- meeting, to ſpeak 
with thoſe in authority, in caſes; relating to 
the ſociety, I opened my mind to ſeveral of 
them, and ſhewed them the «flay.l had-made; 
and afterward opened the caſe in the weeting 
for buſineſs,” in ſubſtance as follows: 
„ have been under a concern for ſome 
time, on account of the great number of 
ſlaves which are imported into this colony; I 
am aware that it is a tender point to ſpeak to, 
but apprehend I zm not clear in the ſight of 
heaven without {peaking to it. I have pre- 
= an eſſay of a, petition, if way open, to 
ſented to the legiſlature; and what I 
. to propoſe to this meeting is, that ſome 
friends may be named to withdraw and look 
over it, and report whether they believe it 
ſuitable to be read in the meeting; if they 
mould think well of reading it, it will re- 
main for the meeting, after hearing it, to 
conſider, whether to take any farther notice 
of it at a meeting or not. After à ſhort oon- 
ference ſome friends went out, and, looking 
over it, expreſſed their willingneſs to have it 
read; which being done, many expreſſed 
their unity with the propoſal; and ſome ſig- 
nified, that to have the ſubjects of the peti- 


tion a * and to be ſigned out of 
meeting 
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meeting by ſuch as were free, would be 
more ſuitable than to do it there: though 
J expected, at firſt, that if it was done it 
would be in that way; yet, ſuch was the e 
erciſe of my mind, that to move it in the 
hearing of friends, when aſſembled, appenred 
to me as a duty; for my heart''yearned : to- 
ward the inhabitants of theſe parts >] belie- 
ving that by this trade there had been an in- 
creaſe of inquietude amongſt them, and a 
made eaſy for the ſpreading of a ſpirit op po- 
ſite to that meekneſs and humility, Which is 
a ſore reſting- place for the ſoul: and that the 
continuance of this trade would not only ren- 
der their healing more difficuls; vo 
their e M013 UW * 

' Having thus far orhcteded; 1 felt Haſſe 10 
leave the eſſay amongſt friends, for them to 
proceed in it as they believed beſt? And 
now an exerciſe revived on my mind in 
relation to lotteries, which were: common in 
thoſe parts: I had once moved it in a former 
fitting of this meeting, when arguments 
were uſed ih favour of friends being heldiex- 
cuſed who were only concerfied* in! ſuch lot- 
teries as were agreeable to law: and now, on 
moving it again, it was oppoſed as before; 
but the hearts of ſome ſolid friends appeared 
to be united to diſcourage the practice a- 
moneſt their members; and the matter was 
zealouſly handled by ſome on both ſides. In 
this debate it appeared very clear to me, that 
the ſpirit of lotteries was a ſpirit of ſelfiſhneſs, 


which tended to confuſion and darkneſs 
* of 
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of., phderſtanding-s end that pleading. for 
it in our mectings, ſet; apart for the Lord's 
Work, was not right: and, in the heat of zeal, 
F once made reply to what an ancient friend 
faid,;thaugh when I ſat down, I ſaw that my 
"I not enough ſeaſoned with chari- 
and, after this, 1 ſpake no more on the 
ſubject, At length a minute was made a 
copy of which was agreed: to be ſent to theit 
ſeveral quartetly- meetings, inciting friends 
to labour to diſcourage: the PROP amongt 
all profeſling with' BS: 24-7 71 

Some time after this aka: wes 8 a 4 
remaining aneaſy- with the manner of my 
ſpeaking to the ancient friend, could not fee 
my way clear to conceal my uneaſineſs, but 
was concerned that I might ſay nothing to 
weaken the cauſe in which I had laboured; 
and then, after ſome cloſe exerciſe and hearty 
repentance, for. that I had not attended cloſe- 
ly to the ſafe guide, I ſtood up, and, reciting 

the paſſage, acquainted. friends, that, though I 

durſt not ga from what I had faid as to the 
matter, yet I was uneaſy with the manner 
of my ſpeaking, as believing milder lan- 
guage would have been better. As this was 
uttered in ſome degree of creaturely. abaſe- 
ment, it appeared to have a god ſavour a- 
mongſt us, after a warm debate. 

The yearly- meeting being now over, there 
yet remained on my mind a ſecret, though 
heavy, exerciſe in regard to ſome leading ac- 
tive members about Newport, being in the _ 

Th practice of flave-kceeping. This I mentioned 


to 
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to two ancient friends, who; came out of the 
country., and propoſed to them, | if way 12 


opened, to have ſome converſation with 
thoſe friends: and, theteupon, one of e 
country friends and I conſulted one of the 


moſt noted elders who had ſlaves; and he, in 
a reſpectful manner, encouraged me to pro- 
ceed to clear myſelf of what lay upon me. 
Now I had, near the beginning of the yearly- 
meeting, a private conference with this faid 


elder and his wife concerning theirs ; ſo that 
the way ſeemed clear to me to adviſe with 
him about the manner of proceeding : I told 
him, 1 was free to have a conference with 
them all together in a private houſe ; or, if 


he thought they would take it unkind to be 


_ aſked to come together, and to be ſpoke with 
one in the hearing of another, I was free to 
ſpend. ſome time among them, and viſit them 
all in their own houſes ; he expreſſed his li- 
king to the firſt propoſal, not doubting their 
willingneſs to come together: and, as I pro- 
poſed a viſit to only miniſters,” elders, and 


 overſeers, he named ſome” others, who he 


deſired might be preſent alſo: and; as a care- 
ful meſſenger was wanted to acquaint them 


in a proper manner, he offered to go to all 
their houſes to open the matter to them; and 


did ſo. About the eighth hour, the next 
morning, we met in the meeting- houſe cham- 
ber, and the laſt- mentioned country friend, 


alſo my companion, and John Storer, with 


us; when, after a ſhort time of retirement, I 
acquainted them with the ſteps I had taken 
I " 
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In procuring that meeting, and opened tlie 
concern IWas under; and fo we' proceeded 
to a free conference upon the ſubject. My 
- exerciſe was heavy, and I was deeply bowed 
in ſpirit before the Lord, who was pleaſed to 
favour us with the ſeaſoning virtue of truth, 
which wrought a tenderneſs amongſt us; and 
the ſubje&t was mutually handled in a calm 
and peaceable ſpirit : and, at length, feeling 
my mind 'releafed from that burthen which 
J had been under, I took my leave of them, 
in a good degree of ſatisfaction; and, by the 
tenderneſs they manifeſted in regard to the 
ractice, and the concern ſeveral of them ex- 
preſſed in relation to the manner of diſpofing 
of their negroes after their deceaſe, I belie- \ 
ved that a good exerciſe was ſpreading amongſt 
them; and I am humbly thankful to God, 
who ſupported my mind, and preſerved me 
in a good degree of reſignation through theſe 
trials. 
— Thou, who ſometimes travelleſt in the work 
of the miniſtry, art made very welcome by 
thy friends, and ſeeſt many tokens of their 
latisfaction, in having thee for their gueſt, 
it is good for thee to dwell deep, that thou 
mayeſt feel and underſtand the ſpirits of peo- 
ple: if we believe truth points towards a con- 
ference on ſome ſubjecls, in a private way, 
it is needful for us to take heed that their 
kindneſs, their freedom, and affability, do 
not hinder us from the Lord's work. I have 
ſeen that, in the midit of kindneſs and fmooth 
conduct, to ſpeak cloſe and home to them 
1. who 
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- who entertain us, on points that relate to 
their outward intereſt, is hard labour; and 
ſometimes, when I have felt truth lead t- 
ward uit, I have found myſelf diſqualiſied by 
a ſuperficial friendſhip; and 13d the ſenſe 
thereof hath abaſed me, and my cries have 
been to the Lord, fo IT have been humbled 
and made content to appear weak, or as a 
fool for his ſake; and thus a door hath open+ 
ed t enter upon it. To attempt to do the 
Lord's work in our own way, and to ſpeals 
of that which is the burthen of the — 
in a way ealy to the natural part, doth 
not reach the bottom of the diſorder. To 
ſee the failings of our friends, and think 
hard of them, without opening that which we 
ought to open, and till carry à face of friend - 
ſhip ; this tends to Undexutine the ohnen 
a true unity. | 
Tus office of a. en of Chriſt is weighs 

171 and they, who go forth as watchmen, 
had need to be ſteadily on their guard a- 
ainſt the ſnares of. en and an ——_—_ 
After the yeah: meeting, we were at 
meetings at Newtown, Cuſhnet, Long-Plain, 
Rocheſter, and Dartmouth : from thence we 
failed for Nantucket, in company with Ann 
Gaunt and Mercy Redman, and ſeveral other 
friends: the wind being ſlack, we only reached 
Tarpawling-Cove the firſt day; where, going 
on thore, we found room in a public-hauſe, 
and beds for a few of us, the reſt 3 


ne floor: we went on-board again abo 
| t's | brat 
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break of day; and, though the wind was 


ſmall, we were favoured to come within about 
four miles of Nantucket; and then, about ten 


of us getting into our boat, we rowed to the 


harbour before dark; whereupon à large 
boat, going off, brought in the reſt of the paſ- 
ſengers about midnight: the next day but 
one was their yearly- meeting, which held 
four days; the laſt of which was theit morith- 
ly-meeting for buſineſs. We had a laboti- 
ous time amongſt them: our minds were 
cloſely exerciſed, and I believe it was a time 
of great ſearching of heart: the longer I was 
on the iſland, the more I became ſenſible 
that there was a conſiderable number of va- 
luable friends there, though an evil ſpirit, 
tending to ſtrife, had been at work amongſt 


them: I was cautious of making any viſits, 


but as my mind was particularly drawn to 


them; and in that way we had ſome ſittings 


in friends houſes, where the heavenly wing 
was, at times, ſpread over us, to our mutual 
comfort. 

My beloved companion had very acceptable 


ſervice on this iſland. 
When meeting was over, we all, agree to 


fail the next day, if the weather was ſuit⸗ 


able and we well; and, being called up the 
latter part of the night, we went on- board a 
veſſel, being in all about fifty; but, the wind 
changing, the ſeamen thought beſt to ſtay in 


the harbour till it altered; ſo we returned on- 


ſhore; and, feeling clear as to any farther vi- 
fits,” I ſpent my time in our chamber chiefly 
| alone; 
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alone; and, after ſo ne hours, my heart be 

ing filled with the ſpirit of ſupplieation, my 
prayers; and tears; were poured. out, before 
my heavenly Father, for his. belp and in- 
ſtruction in the manifold Ailfcolties which 
attended me in life: and, While was wait 
ing upon the Lord. there came 8 meſſenger 
from the women friends, who lodged at ano · 
ther houſe, deſiring to iq with us about 
en a meeting, which to me appeared 
ty; as we had been at ſo many before; 
= after a ſhort conference, and adviſing, 
with ſome elderly: friends, a meeting, was 
appointed, in which the friend, who. firſt 
moved it, and who had been much ſhut up 
before; was largely opened in the love of the 
beben and the next morning. ahout break 
of ay. going again on-board the veſſel, we 
reached Falmouth on the Main before night; 
where our horſes being brought, we proceeded, 
toward Sandwich quarterly - meeting... 
Being two days in going to Nite 
| 250 having been there once before, 1 gbſerved 
many ſhoals in their bay, Which make fail- 
ing more dangerous, eſpecially; jn Rormy 
nights; alio, that a great ſhoal, which en- 
cloſes their harbour, prevents their going 
in with. floops, except when the tide - is 
up; waiting without which, for the rifing 
of the tide, is ſometimes hazardous i in ſtorms : 
waiting within, they ſometimes miſs a fair 
wind. 1 touk notice, that on, that ſmall 
iſland Was a great number of inhabitants, 
and the ſoil not very fertile; the timber ſo 
fem ill 13 | gone, 
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goßze, that for veſſels,” fences, and firewood 0 
they depend chiefly on the 'buying from 
the Main; the coſt whereof, with moſt of 
their other expences, they depend principally 
upon the Whale-fiſhery' to anſwer. I conſi- 
dered, that as towns grew larger, and lands 


feat navigable waters more cleared, timber 


and wood would require more labour to get 
it: I under ſtood that the whales being much 
hunted; and ſometimes wounded and not 
killed, 'grew' more ſhy and difficult to come 
at: 1 'confidered that the formation of the 
earth, the ſeus, the iſlands, bays, and rivers, 
the motions of the winds and great waters, 
which cauſe bars and ſhoals in particular 
places, were all the works of him who's 
perfect wiſdom and goodneſs; and, as people 


attend to his heavenly inſtruction, and put 


their truſt in him, he provides for them in 
all parts, where he gives them a being. And 
as, in this vifit to theſe people, I felt a ſtrong 
defire for their firm eſtabliſhment on the ſure 
foundation, beſides what was ſaid more pub- 
liely, I was concerned to ſpeak with the 
women friends, in their monthly- meeting of 
buſineſs, many being preſent ; and, in the 
freſh ſpring of pure love, to open before 
them the advantage, both inward, and out- 
ward, of attending ſingly to the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, and therein to edu- 
Gate their children in true humility, and the 
diſuſe of all ſuperfluities, reminding them 
of the difficulties their huſbands and ſons were 
frequently expoſed to at ſea; and that, the inore 
| - = plain 
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plain and ſimple their way of lividg Was, 
the leſs. need of running great hazards, to 
ſupport them in it; encouraging the young, 


women in their neat decent way of attending 
themſelves on the affairs of the houſe ; ſhew-, 


ing, as the way opened, that, where people 


were truly humble, uſed themſelves to buſi- 


neſs, and were content with à plain way of 
life, it bad ever been attended with more 
true peace and calmneſs of mind, than they 
have had who, aſpiring to greatneſs and out- 
ward ſhew, have graſped hard for an income 


to ſupport themſelves in it: and, as 1 ob- 


ſerved they had few, or no ſlaves amongſt 
them, I had to encourage them to be content 
without them; making mention of the nu- 
merous troubles and. vexations. which fre- 
queotly. attend the minds of people bo de- 
pend on ſlaves to do their labour. 

We attended the quacterly - meeting. at 
gan in company with Ann Gaunt. 
and Mercy Redman, which was preceded. 
by a montbly- meeting; and in — whole 
held three days: we were, various ways exer- 
ciſed amongſt them, in goſpel love, accord- 
ing to the ſeveral. gifts beſtowed on us; 
and were, at times, overſhadowed with the 
virtue of truth, to the comfort of the ſincere, 
and ſtirring up of the negligent. Here we 
parted wich Ann and Mercy, and went to 
Rhode - Iſland, tak ing one meeting in our 
way, which was a ſatisfactory time; and, 
reaching Ney port the evening before their 


eee. we attended it; and, after 
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that, had a meeting with our young people, 
e from thoſeè of other ſocieties,” We 
went through much labour in this town; and 
„Dow, io taking leave of it, though I felt cloſe 
. inward exerciſe to the laſt, I found inward 
eace ;; and was, in ſome degree, comforted, 
in. a belief, that a good number remain 
in that place, who retain a ſenſe of truth; 
and that there are ſome young people at- 
tentive to the voice of the heavenly Shepherd. 
Tbe laſt meeting, in which friends ſrom the 
ſeveral : of the quarter came together, 
was a ſelect meeting; and, through the renew- 
ed manifeſtation of the Father's love, the 
| 77 — of the ſincere were united together. 
That poverty of ſpirit, and inward weak- 

neſs, with which I was much tried the fore 
|| part of this journey, have of late I to 
Will! me as a diſpeniation of kindneſs. Appoint- 
IS ing meetings never appeared more weighty 
to me; and 1 was led into a deep fearch, 
(| 5 Whether in all things my mind was reſigned 
| to the will of God ; often querying with. my- 
| ſelf, what ſhould be the cauſe of ſuch inward 
vi poverty ; and greatly defired, that no ſecret 
{if reſerve in my heart might hinder my acceſs. 
11 to the divine fountain. In theſe humbling 
| times I was made watchful, and excited to 
| attend the ſecret movings of the heaven] 
| principle in my mind, which prepared the 
| 
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way to ſome duties, that in more eaſy and 
ptoſperous times, as to the outward, I believe 
I ſhouid have been in "Mayer of omitting. 

From 


7 dy JOHN "VIOOELMAN.” Tur 


From Newport we went to Greenwich, 
Shanticut, and Warwick; and were hel 
to labour amongſt friends in the love of our 
gracious Redet mer: and then, accompanied 
by our friend, John Caſey, from Newport, we 
tode through Connecticut to Oblong, viſited 
the meetings of friends in thoſe parts, and 
thence proceeded to the quarterly meeting at 
Rye woods and, through the gracious extend - 
ings of divine help, had ſome ſeaſoning'op- 
portunitles in thoſe places: ſo we viſited friends 
at New-York and Fluſhing ; and 'thence to 
Rahaway: and here, our roads parting, I 
took leave of my beloved companion, and true 
yoke· mate, Samuel Eaſtburn; and reached 
home on the tenth day of the eighth month; 
| 1760, where I found my family well: and; 
for the favours and protection of the Lord, 
both in ward and outward, extended to me 
in this journey, my heart is humbled in 
grateful acknowledgements; and 1 find tene w- 
eld deſires to dwell and walk in reſfignedneſs 
Before mm. f n ee e 1 
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2g. It publiſhing the ſacand part of 
r entzharnatians anfeeping negroes. His Vir 
- ofiting the familie: of friends of Ancocas and 
| getunt Holly meetings, — His wifits to the 
| - rIndiays: RR ne on 6 river e 
| eee, aft! 
L = Qarniſtet © 
N TA VNG Felt. My: wind; — 8 85 
LI vis to 2 few meetings in Pennſylva- 
ma- was very deſitous to be. rightly in- 
| ſtaucted as to the time of ſetting off: and, on 
the:ttnth- dey ef the fifth month, . 1764, be- 
ing the frſt day of the week, I went to Had» 
donfield meeting, concluding to ſeek for hea- 
venly inſtruction, and come home, or go on, 
as Iimight then believe beſt for me; and there, 
| through the ſpringing up of pure love, I felt 
_ encouragement, and ſo croſſed the river. In 
this viſit I was at two quarterly and three 
| monthly- meetings; and, in the love of truth, 
| felt my way open to labour with ſome noted. 
| friends, who kept negroes : and, as I was fa-. 
| voured to keep to the root, and endeavoured. 
to diſcharge what I believed was required of: 
me, I found inward peace therein, from time: 
to time, and thankfulneſs of heart to the 
Lord, who was graciouſly RS to be a guide | 


a 


In the eighth month, 1761, having felt 
draviings: in my mind to viſit friends in and 


about Shrewſbury, I went there, and wa 


at their monthſy · meeting, and their firſt · day 
meeting; and had a meeting at Squan, and 
another at 
had com verſation with ſome: noted 
concerning their ſlaves: and I returned NES 
in thankful ſenſe of the enen of the 
Lord. $6. FO 315 v7 m 6 

From the care I felt growing in me ſore 
years, I wrote Conſiderations on "keeping 
Negroes, part the ſrcond; which was ' prin» 
ted this year, 1762. | When the overſeers of 


the preſs had done with it, they offered a 
get a number printed, io be paid for out of 


the ycarly- meeting ſtock, and to be given 
ow L ger I being moſt eaſy to publiſh! thom 
at my on expence, and,  offerity e 
they appeared ſatisfied. e. 
This ſtock is the contribution of the 
bers of our religious ſociety in general; 
amongſt whom are ſome who keep negroes; 
and, being inclined to continue them in ſla- 
very, are not likely to be ſatisfied with thoſe 
books being ſpread amongſt à people where 
many of the ſlaves are taught to read, and 
eſpecially not at their expenoe; and fuck of- 
ten, receiving them as a gift, conceal them: 
But as they, who make a purchaſe, generally 
buy that which they have a mind for, I be- 
lieved it. boſt to ſell them; expecting, by that 
means, they would mote generally be read 

wind attention. | Agog * 


by 


r JOHN WOOUWAN, 7!” 189: 


Squankum; and, as way. — 4 
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a belief was gradually ſettled in my. mind, 
* ſuch, as had great eſtates, generally 
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bpi ortler of the overſeers of the preſs, di- 
tected to be read in monthly- meetings of bus 
fineſs within our own yearly- meeting, irie 
forming where the books were, and that the 

vas no more than the coſt of printing 
aud binding them, many were taken off in 
dur parts; ſome Il ſent to Virginia, ſome to 
New+ Vork, and ſome to Newport, to my ac- 
* there; aud ſome I kept, expecting 

to give part of chem away, where 3 N 

edi a profpect of ſervice. 9 1114 : 
gadwmy youth I was uſed to hardilabone, 
and, though 1 was middling healthy, yet my 


mnmuture was not fitted to endure: ſo much as 


many others: that, being often weary, I was 


prepared to ſympathize, with thoſe whole: cirs 


cumſtances in life, as free men, required con- 


tant labour to anſwer the demands of their 


creditors, and with others under oppreſſion. 
In the uneafineſs of body, which I have ma- 
nyitimes felt by too much labour, not as a 
forced but a voluntary oppreſſion, 1 have ofs 
ten been excited to think on the original 
eahſe of that oppreſſion, which is impoſed on 
many in the world: and, the latter part of 
the time wherein 1 laboured on our planta- 
tion, my heart, through the freſh viſitations 
of heavenly love, being often tender, and 
my leiſure- time frequently. ſpent in reading 


the life and doctrines of our bleſſed Redeem? 
er, the account of the ſufferings of martyrs; 


and the hiſtory of the firſt tiſe of our ſociety, 


lived 


or JOHN WOOLMAN. ' W nas 
lived in _ hamility- ande plainneſo which 


belongs to a Chriſtian), like, Sand laid mum 
eaſier rents and iniereſts on their Jands and 


monies, and thus led the Way to nee | 


of things, ſo great a number of people might 
be employed in things uſeful, that labour, 


both — and other creatures; would need 


to be no more than an agreeable employ 
and divers branches of buſineſs, which ſerve 
_ chiefly. to pleaſe the natural inclinations of 
our minds, and which, at preſent, ſeem. nes. 
ceſſary to circulate. hat wealth which ſame 
gather, might, in this way of pure wiſdom, 
be diſcontinued. And, as I have thus conſis, 
dered theſe things, a query, at times, ane 
ſen: Do l, in all my proceedings, keep ta 
that uſe of things which is agreeable to unis 
verſal righteouſneſs? And then there hathy 
ſome degree of ſadneſs, at times, come 


Oer 
me, for that 1 accuſtomed. myſelf. to ſome 


things, which occaſioned more labour than I 
believe divine wiſdom intends for us. uo 
+ From my early acquaintance with. truth 
I have often felt an inward diſtreſs, occabgngs. 
ed by the ſtriving of a ſpirit in: me againſt 
the operation of the heavenly principle: and 
in this circumſtance have been affected 
a fenſe of my own. wretchedneſs, and, in a. 
mourning condition felt earneſt longing far 
that divine help, which brings the ſoul into 
true liberty; and ſometimes, in this ſtate, re 
tiring ĩnto 22 places, the ſpirit of ſup- 
plication hath been given me; and, under a 
heavenly covering, I have aſked my gracious, 
1 Father 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Marry give me à heart it all things re- 
to the direction of his wiſdom. 8 
5 In viſiting people of note in the ſociety 


-who had-ſfaves, and labouring with them in 


love on that account, I have ſoen, 


l 0 fight has affected me, theg 4 con- 
ü formity to ſome cuſtonis, diſtinguiſhable from 


wiſdom, has entangled many; and the 


deſire of gain, to ſupport . greatiy 


ed the work of truth: and ſometimes, 
when the proſpect of the work before me has 
been ſuch, that in bowedneſs of ſpirit; I have 
been drawn into retired places, and beſought 


_ the Lord with tears that he would take me 
| wholly under his direction, and ſhew me the 
way in which I ought to walk, it hath revived, 


with ſtrength of conviction, that, if I Would be 


Kis faithful ſervant, 1 muſt, in all things, at- 
ted to his wiſdom, and be teachable; and ſo 
cle from all euſtoms eontrary thereto, how- 
ver uſed amongſt religious people. 


As he is the perfection of power, of wiſe 
doth, and of goodneſs, fo, I believe; he hath 
provided, that ſo much labour ſhall be ne- 

Fry” for men's ſupport, in this world, as 
would, being : rightly - divided; be a ſuitable 


employment of their time; and that we can- 


not go into ſaperfltitics, or graſp after wealth 
in a way contrary to his wiſdom, ' without 


having connection with ſome degree of oppreſ- 
flon, and with that ſpirit which leads to ſelf- 


erultation and ſtrife, and which frequenuy 
brings calamities on conntries, by err con- 
tending about their -clatms. TE L208 


224 4 In 


In the — month of che 125 Tug 
feeling an engagement of wind te viſt-fomhe 
Families in Mansfield, 14joined meye bels ved 
friend, Benjamin Jones; een few 
days together in that ſervice. ln the ſcednd 
month, 763, I joined in company with Eli. 
zabeth Smith and Mary Noble on a viſit d 
the families of friends at Ancoeas; in hockt 
Which viſits, through the baptizing 
of truth, the ſincere” labourers were oſteti 
comforted, and the hearts of friends opened 
to receive us. And, in the fourth month f 
lowing, I accompanied ſome friends in 4 vi 
ſit to the families of friends in 
Holly, in which my mind was elten Urawti 
into an inward awfalnefs, wherein Rt 
defires were raiſed for the everlaſting ay 
of my fellow-cteatures ; and, through Me 
kindneſs of our heavenly Father, our: hearts 
were, at times, enlarged; and friends hve! 
in the flowings of divine love, to Attond 10 
that which would wi cem och tire why foun - 
dation. e * nne e 
Having many years felt love in y Maße 
toward the natives of this land, who d well fat 
back in the wilderneſs, whoſe anceſtors ere 
the owners and poſſeffors of the land where 
we dwell; and who, for a very fmall- cons 
deration, alſigned their inherſtance to us 
and, being at Philadelphia, in the <izhth 
month, 1761, in a viſit to ſome friends H 
had flaves, I fell in company with ſorme of 
thoſe natives Who lwed on the eff branch of 
the” river Suſquehannah, at an Indian town 
called 


— . —— Ae 22 
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_ called Wehaloolivg, two hundred miles from 


Philadelphia; and, in converſation. with them 
by an interpreter, as alſo by obſervations. on 
their countenances and conduct, I believed 
ſome of them were meaſurably acquainted 
with that divine power which ſubje&s the 
and froward will of the creature: and, 
at times, I felt inward drawings toward a viſit 
to that place of which I told none except my 
dear wife, until it came to ſome ripeneſs; and, 
then, in the winter, 1762, 1 laid it before 
friends at our monthly and quarterly, aud af- 
terwards at our general ſpring meeting; and, 
baving the unity of friends, and being thought- 
ful about an Indian pilot, there came a man 
and three women from a little beyond that 
town. to Philadelphia on buſineſs: and I, be- 
ing informed thereof by letter, met them 
in town. in the fifth month, 4763 and, after 
ſome converſation, finding they were ſober 
people, 1, by the concurrence of friends in 
that place, agreed to join with them as com- 
panions in their return; and, on the ſeventh day 
of the ſixth month following, we appointed 
to meet at Samuel Foulk's, at Richland in 
Bucks county. Now, as this viſit felt weighty, 
and was performed at a time when travelliog 
appeared perilous, ſo the diſpenſations of di- 
vine Providence, in preparing my mind for it, 
have been memorable ; and I believe it good 
for me to give ſome hints thereof. 
After: I had given up to go, the thoughts 
of the journey were often attended with un- 
uſual ladneſs ; in which times, my heart was 
frequently 


£ 


or JOHN. WOOEMAN; 


frequently. turned to the Lord with inward-- 
breathings for his heavenly ſupport, that 1 
might not fail to follow him whereſoever be 
might lead me: and, being at our youths 
meeting at Cheſterfield, about a week before 
the time I expected to ſet off, I was there led 
to ſpeak on that prayer of our Redeemer to 
his Father: I pray not that thou ſhouldeſt - 
ce take them out of the world, but that thou 
c ſhouldeſt keep them from the evil.“ And, in 


129 


attending to the pure openings of truth, I had to 


mention what he elſewhere ſaid to his Fathen? 
©« ] know that thou heareſt me at all times :“ 


od 


ſo that, as ſome of his followers. kept their 


places, and as his prayer was granted. it fol- 
lowed neceſſarily that they were kept from evil: 
and, as ſome of thoſe met with great hardſbips 


and ons in this world, and at laſt ſuffer- 
ed death by cruel men, it appears, that whatr 


ſoever befals men while they live in pure Fr a l 
dience to God, as it certainly works for sd 
good, ſo it may not be conſidered an evil as it 


relates to them. As I ſpake on this ſubject; © 
my. heart was much tendered, ad gere 
neſs came over me; and then, on the firſt dax 


of the next week, being at our on afternoon- 


meeting, and my heart being enlarged in love, 
J was led to ſpeak; on t thy care and protection 9¹ 


of the Lord over his people, and to make 


mention of that paſſage, where a band of Aſſy- 
rians endeavouring to take captive the prophet, 


Were diſappointed; and how the- pſalmiſt faid, 


The angel of the Lord encampeth round 


about them that fear him.“ And thus, in 


* 5 | K true 
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true love and tenderneſs, I parted from friends, 
expecting, the next morning, to proceed on 
my journey, and, being weary, went early to 
bed: and, after I had been aſleep a ſhort time, 
I was awaked by a man calling at my door; 
and, ariſing, was invited to meet ſome friends at 
a public-houſe in our town, who came from 
Philadelphia ſo late, that friends were general- 
ly gone to bed: theſe friends informed me, 
that an expreſs arrived the laſt morning from 
Pittſburgh, and brought news that the Indians 
had taken a fort from the Engliſh weſtward, 
and flain and ſcalped Engliſh people in divers 
places, ſome near the ſaid Pittſburgh ; and 
that ſome elderly friends in Philadelphia, know- 
ing the time of my expecting to ſet off, had 
conferred together, and thought good to in- 
form me of theſe things, before I left home, 
that I might confider them, and proceed as l 
believed beſt; ſo I, going again to bed, told 
not my wife till morning. My heart was 
turned to the Lord for his heavenly inſtruction; 
and it was an humbling time to me. When 
I told my dear wife, ſhe appeared to be deeply 


concerned about it ; but, in a few hours time, 
my mind became ſettled in a belief, that it was 


my duty to proceed on my journey ; and ſhe 
bore it with a good degree of reſignation. In 
this conflict of ſpirit, there were great ſearch- 
ings of heart, and ftrong cries to the Lord, 
that no motion might be, in the leaſt degree, 


attended to, but that of the pure ſpirit of truth. 


The ſubjects before-mentioned, on which 
I had fo lately ſpoken in public, were now 
| | very 


or JOHN WOOEMAN,” 231 


very freſh" before te; and 1 was brought in- 


wardly to commit myſelf to the Lord, to he 
diſpoſed of as he ſaw beſt. So T took leave of 


my family and neighbours, in 'much/bowed-=' 
neſs of ſpirit, and went to our monthly-meet- 


ing at Burlington; and, after taking leave of 


friends there, I croſſed the river, actompanied 


by my friends, Iſrael and John Pemberton; and, 
parting the next morning with Iſrael, John 
| bore me company to Samuel Foulk's, where 1 
met the before- mentioned Indians, and we 
were glad to ſee each othet: here my friend, 


Benjamin Parvin, met me, propoſed join- | 


ing as a companion, we having paſſed ſome 
letters before on the ſubje& ; and now, on his 
account, I had a ſharp trial; for, as the jour- 
ney appeared perilous, I thovght, if he went 
chiefly to bear me company, and we ſhould be 
taken caprive, my having been the means of 
drawing him into theſe difficulties would add 
to my own afflictions : fo | told him my mind 
freely, and let him know that I was reſigned 
to go alone ; bur, after all, if he really believed 
it to be His duty to go on, I believed his com- 
pany -would be very comfortable to me: it 
was, indeed, a timeof deepexercife, and Ben- 
jamin appeared to be ſo faſtened to the viſit, 
that he could not be eafy to leave me; ſo we 
went on, accompanied by our friends, John 
Pemberton, and William Lightfoot of Pikeland, 
and lcdged at Bethlehem; and there, parting 
with John, William and we went forward on 
the ninth day of the fixth month, and got 


lodging on the floor of a houſe, about fie 
* 2 miles 
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miles from Fort-Allen : here we parted with 


William ; and at this place we met with an 


Indian trader, lately come from Wioming; and, 


in converſation with him, I perceived that ma- 
ny white people do often ſell rum to the In- 
dians, which, I believe, is a great evil; firſt, 
they being thereby deprived of the uſe of their 
reaſon, and their ſpirits violently agitated, quar- 
rels often ariſe which end in miſchief; and the 
bitterneſs and reſentments, occaſioned hereby, 
are frequently of long continuance: again, 
their ſkins and furs, gotten through much fa- 
tigue and hard travels in hunting, with which 
they intended to buy clothing, when they be- 
come intoxicated, they often ſell at a low rate 
for more rum; and afterward, when the 

ſuffer for want 95 the neceſſaries of life, are 
angry with thoſe who, for the ſake of gain, 
took the advantage of their weakneſs: of this 
their chiefs have often complained, at their 
treaties with the Engliſh. Where cunning 
people paſs counterfeits, and impoſe that on o- 
thers which is good for nothing, it is conſi- 
dered as a wickedneſs ; but, to ſel] that to peo- 


ple which we know does them harm, and 


which often works their ruin, for the ſake of 
gain, manifeſts a hardened and corrupt heart, 
and 1s an evil, which demands the care of all 
true lovers of virtue to ſuppreſs: and while 
my mind, this evening, was thus employed, I 
alſo remembered, that the people on the fron- 
tiers, among whom this evil is too common, 
are often poor; who venture to the outſide of 
a colony, that they may live more indepen- 
: | | " "gent 
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dent on ſuch as are wealthy, who often ſet 
high rents on their land: being renewedly 


confirmed in a belief, that, if all our inhabi- 
tants lived according to ſound wiſdom, labour- 
ing to promote univerſal love and righteouſ- 


neſs, and ceaſed from every inordinate deſire 
after wealth, and from all cuſtoms which are 
tinctured with luxury, the way would be ea- 
ſy for our inhabitants, though much more nu- 
merous than at preſent, to live comfortably on 
honeſt employments, without having that 


temptation they are often under of being drawn 
into ſchemes to make ſettlements on lands 


which have not been purchaſed of the Indi- 


ans, or of applying to that wicked practice of 
telling rum to them. 

On the tenth day of the month we ſet out 
early in the morning, and croſſed the weſ- 


tern branch of Delaware, called the Great 


Lehie, near Fort-Allen; the water being 


high, we went over in a Canoe : here we 
met an Indian, and had ſome friendly conver- 


ſation with him, and gave him ſome biſcuit ; 
and he-having killed a deer, gave the Indians 


with us ſome of it: then, after travelling 
ſome miles, we met ſeveral. Indian men and 
women With a cow and horſe, and ſome houſe- 


hold goods, who were lately come from their 
dwelling at Wioming, and going to ſettle at 
another place; we made them ſome ſmall pre 


ſents, and, ſome of them underſtanding Eng- | 


| liſh, 1 told them my motive in coming into 
their country, with which they appeared ſatis- 
hed: and, one of our guides talking a while, 
with 


— 2 — — 
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with an ancient woman concerning us, the 
old woman came to my companion and 
me, and took her leave of us with an appear- 
ance of ſincere affection. - So, going on, we 
tched our tent near the banks of the ame 
river, having laboured hard in croſſing ſome of 
thoſe mountains called the Blue-Ridge; and, 
by the roughneſs of the ſtones, and the cavi- 
ties between them, and the ſteepneſs of the 
hills, it appeared dangerous; but we were 
preſerved in ſafety, through the kindneſs of 
him, whoſe works in thoſe montainous deſarts 
appeared awful: toward whom my heart Was 
turned during this day's travel. 
Near our tent, on the ſides of large trees 
peeled for that purpoſe, were various repre- 
ſentations of men going to, and returning 


from the wars, and of ſome killed in battle; 


this being a path heretofore uſed by warriors: 
and, as 1 walked about viewing thoſe Indian 
hiſtories, which were painted moſtly in red, but 
ſome in black, and thinking on the innumera- 
ble afflictions which the proud, fierce, ſpirit, 
produceth in the world; thinking on the toils 
and fatigues of warriors, travelling over moun- 
tains and defarts; thinking on their miſeries 


and diſtreſſes when wounded far from home by 


their enemies; and of their bruiſes and great 
wearineſs in chaſing one another over the 
rocks and mountains; and of their reſtleſs, 
unquiet, ſtate of mind, who live in this ſpirit; ö 
and of the hatred which mutually grows up in 


the minds of the children of thoſe nations en- 


gaged 1 in war with each other: during theſe 
meditations, 
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meditations, the deſire to cheriſh: the ſpirit 

of love and peace amongſt theſe people aroſe 
very freſh in me. This was the firſt night 
that we lodged in the woods; and, being wet 
with travelling in the rain, the ground, our 
tent, and the buſhes, which we purpoled to lay 
under our blankets, being alſo wet, all looked 
diſcouraging ; but I believed, that it was the 
Lord who had thus far brought me forward, 
and that he would diſpoſe of me as he ſaw 
good; and therein I felt eaſy : ſo we kindled a 


fire, with our tent open to it; and, with ſome 


buſhes next the ground, and then our blankets, 
we made our bed, and, lying down, got ſome 
fleep; and, in the morning, feeling a little un- 
well, I went into the river; the water was 
cold, but ſoon after I felt freſh and well. 
Ihe eleventh day of the ſixth month, the 
buſhes being wet, we tarried in our tent till 
about eight o'clock; when, going on, we croſſed 
a high mountain ſuppoſed to be upwards of 
tour miles over; the ſteepneſs on the north- 
fide exceeding all the others. We alſo croſſed 
two ſwamps, and, it raining near night, we 
pred our tent and lodged. 

About noon, on our way, we were. over- 
taken by one of the Moravian brethren, go- 
ing to Wehalooſing, and an Indian man 
with him, who could talk Engliſh ; and we, 
being together while our horſes ate graſs, had 
ſome friendly convertation; but they, tra- 
velling faſter than we, ſoon left us. This 
Moravian, I underſtood, had ſpent ſome 
time this ſpring at Wehaloohng, and was, 


K 4 by 
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by ſome of the Indians, invited to come 
„ — | 


The twelfth day of the auth month, 11 


firſt of the week, it being a rainy day, we 


continued in our tent; and here ] was ld to 
think on the nature of the exerciſe which 
hath attended me: love was the firſt motion, 
and thence a concern aroſe to ſpend ſome time 
with the Indians, that J might feel and un- 
derſtand their life, and the ſpirit they live 
in, if haply I might receive ſome inſtruction 
from them, or they be in any degree helped 
forward by my following the leadings of 
truth amongſt them: and, as it pleaſed the 
Lord to make way for my going at a time 
when the troubles of war were iucreaſing, 
and when, by reaſon of much wet weather, 
travelling was more difficult than uſual at 
that ſeaſon, I looked upon it as a more fa- 
vourable opportunity to ſeaſon my mind, and 
bring me into a nearer ſympathy with them: 
and, as mine cye was to the great Father of 
mercies, humbly deliring to learn what his. 
will was en me, 1 was made quiet and 
content. 

Our guide's horſe, though hoppled, went 
away in the night; after finding our own, 
and ſearching ſome time for him, his footſteps. 
were diſcovered in the path going back ag-i1n, 
whereupon my kind companion went off in 
the rain, and, about ſeven hours after, - re- 
turned with him : and here we lodged again; 
tying up our horſes. before we went to bed, 


and looſing them to feed about break of day. 


On 
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On the thirteenth day of the ſixth month, 
the ſun appearing, we ſet forward; and, 261 
rode over the barren hills, my meditations 
were on the alterations of the circumſtances 
of the natives of this land ſince the coming 
in of the Engliſh. The lands near the ſea 
are conveniently ſituated for fiſning; the 
lands near the rivers, where the tides flow, 
and ſome above, are in many places fertile, 
and not mountainous; while the running of 
the tides makes - paſſing up and down eaſy 
with any kind of traffic. Thoſe natives 
have, in ſome places, for trifling conſidera- 
tions, ſold their inheritance ſo favourably 
ſituated ;- and, in other places, been driven 
back by ſuperior force: ſo that in many 
places, as their way of clothing themſelves 
is now altered from what it was, and they, 
far remote from us, have to paſs over moun- 
tains, ſwamps, and barren deſarts, travelling 
is very troubleſome, in bringing their ſleins and 
furs to trade with us. f 

By the extending of Engliſh ſettlements, 
and partly by Engliſh hunters, the wild beaſts, 
they chiefly depend on for a ſubſiſtance, are 
not ſo plenty as they were; and people too 
often, ſor the ſake of gain, open a door for 
them to waſte their ſkins and furs, in purcha- 
ſing a liquor which tends to the ruin of them 
and their families. 

My own will and deſires were now very 
much broken, and my heart, with much 
earneſtneſs, turned to the Lord, to whom 


alone J looked for help in the dangers before 
me. 
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me. I had a- proſpect of the Engliſh along 
thet coaſt, for upwards; of nine hundred 
miles, where I had travelled; and the fa- 
veurable fituation of the Engliſh, and the 
diſſiculties attending the natives in many 
Places, and the negroes, were open before 
me; and a weighty and heavenly care came 
over my mind, and love filled my heart to- 
ward all mankind, in which 1 felt a ſtrong 
engagement, that we might be. obedient to 
the Lord, while, in tender mercies, he is yet 
caling to us; and fo attend to pure univer- 
ſal righteouſneſs, as to give no juſt cauſe of 
offence to the Gentiles, who do not profeſs 
Chriſtianity, whether the blacks from Africa, 
or the native inhabitants of this continent: 
and here I was led into a cloſe laborious 
enquiry, whether I, as an individual, kept 
clear from all things which tended to ſtir up, 
or were connected with wars, either in this 
land or Africa; and my heart was deeply 
concerned, that, in future, I might in all 
things keep ſteadily to the pure truth, and 
live and walk in the plainneſs and ſimplicity 
of a fincere follower of Chriſt. And, in this 
lonely journey, I did, this day, greatly be- 
wail the ſpreading of a wrong ſpirit, be- 
lieving, that the proſperous, convenient, ſi- 
tuation of the Engliſh, requires a conſtant 
attention to divine love and wiſdom to guide 
and ſupport us in a way anſwerable to the 
will of that good, gracious, and almighty 
Being, who hath an equal regard to all man- 
kind: and, here, luxury and covetouſneſs, 

I with 


or JOHN 

wih the numerous oppreſſions, and other 
evils attending them, appeared very afffic- 
ting to me; and I felt in that which is im- 
mutable, that the ſeeds of great calamity 
and deſolation are ſown and growing faſt: on 
this continent: nor have I words ſufficient to 
ſet forth that longing I then felt, that we, 
who are placed along the coaſt, and have taſt - 
ed the love and goodneſs of -God, might arife 
in his firength; and, like faithful meſfen» 
gers, labour to check the growth of theſe 
ſeeds, that they may not ripen to the ruin of 
dor patente 

We reached the Indien ſettlement at Wie 
ming: and here we were told, that an In- 
dian runner had been at that place a day or 
two before us, and brought news of the In- 
dians taking an Engliſh fort weſtward, and 
deſtroying the people, and that _— were 
endeavouring to take another; and alſo, that 
another Indian runner came there about the 
middle of the night before we got there, 
who came from a town about ten miles 
above Wehaloofing, and brought news, that 
ſome Indian warriors, from diſtant parts, 
came to that town with two Engliſh ſcalps; 
and told the people, that it was war with 
the Engliſh. 

Our guides took us to the houſe of a very 
ancient man; and, ſoon after we had put in 
our baggage, there came a man from ano- 
ther Indian houſe ſome diſtance off; and I, 
perceiving there was a man near the door, 
went out; and, having 'a tomahauwk 
| wrapped 
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wrapped under his matchcoat out of ſight, 
as-F.approached him, he took it in his hand; 
IJ, however, went forward, and, ; ſpeaking to 
him in a friendly way, perceived he under- 
ſtood ſome Engliſh: my companion then 
coming out, we had ſome talk with him 
concerning the nature of our viſit in theſe 


parts; and then he going into the houſe 


with us, and talking with our guides, ſoon 
appeared friendly, and ſat down and ſmo- 
ked his pipe. Though his taking his hatchet 
in his hand, at the inſtant I drew near to him, 
had a diſagreeable appearance, I believe he had 
no other intent than to be in readineſs in caſe 
any violence was offered to bim. 

Hearing the news brought by theſe In- 
dien runners, and being told by the Indians 
where, we lodged, that what Indians were 
about Wioming expected, in a few days, to 
move to tome larger towns, I thought that, 
to all outward appearance, it was dangerous 
traveiling at this time; and was, atter a 
hard day's journey, brought into a painful 
exerciſe at night, in which I had to trace 
back, and view over, the ſteps 1 had taken 
from my firſt moving in the viſit ; and though 
I; had to bewail ſome weakneſs which, at 
times, had attended me, yet I could not 
find that I had ever given way to a wil- 
fal diſobedience : and then, as I believed I 
had, under a ſenſe of duty, come thus far, 
I, was now earneſt in ſpirit, beſeeching the 
Lord to ſhew me what I ought to do. In 
this great diſtreſs I grew jealous of mylelf, 

leſt 
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leſt the deſire of reputation, as a man 
firmly ſettled to perſevere through dan- 
gers, or the fear of diſgrace arifing on 
my returning without performing the vi- 
fit, might have ſome place in me: thus I 
lay, full of thoughts, great part of the night, 
while my beloved companion lay and flept 
by me; till the Lord, my gracious. 12 
who ſaw the conflicts of my ſoul, 
pleaſed to give quietneſs: then I Was Bos 
ſtrengthened to commit my life, and all 
things relating thereto, into his heavenly 
hands; and, getting a little ſleep toward day, 
when morning came we. aroſe. 

On the fourteenth day of the fixth ads 
we ſought out and viſited all the Indians 
hereabout that we could meet with; they 
being chiefly in one place, about a mile from 
where we lodged, in all perhaps twenty. 
Here I expreſſed the care I had on my mind 
for their good; and told them, that true 
love had made me willing thus to leave my 
family to come and ſee the Indians, and 
ſpeak with them in their houſes. Some 
of them appeared kind and friendly. So we 
took our leave of theſe Indians: and went 
up the river Suſquehannah, about three 
miles, to the houſe of an Indian, called Ja- 
cob January, who had killed his hog; and 
the women were making ſtore of bread, and 
preparing to move up the river. Here our 
pilots left their canoe when they came down 
in the ſpring, which, lying dry, was leaky; 
ſo that we, being detained ſome hours, had 
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2 good deal of friendly converſation with 


the family; and, cating dinner with them, 
we made them fome ſmall preſents. Then, 
putting our baggage in the canoe, ſome of 
them puſhed flowly up the ftream, and the 
reſt of us rode our horſes; and fwimming 
them over a creek, called Lahawahamunk, 
we- pitched our tent a little above it, there being 
a ſhower in the evening: and, in a ſenſe of 
God's goodneſs in helping me in my diſtreſs, 
ſuſtaining me under trials, and inclining 
my heart to truſt in him, I lay down in an 
humble bowed frame of mind, and had a com- 
fortable night's lodging. | | 

On the fifteenth day of the fixth month, 
we proceeded forward till the afternoon; 
when, a ſtorm appearing, we met our canoe 
at an appointed place; and, the rain conti- 
nuing, we ſtayed all night, which was fo 
heavy, that it beat through our tent, and wet 


us and our baggage. 


On the ſixteenth day, we found, on our 
', abundance of trees blown down with 


the ſtorm the day before; and had occaſion re- 


verently to confider the kind dealings of the 
Lord, who provided a ſafe place for us in a 
valley, while this ſtorm continued. By the 


falling of abundance of 'trees acroſs our path, 


we were much hindered, and in ſome ſwamps 
our way was ſo ſtopped, that we got through 
with extreme difficulty, 

'T had this day often to conſider myſelf as a 
ſojourner in this world; and a belief in the all- 
fafficiency of God to ſupport his people in 
— their 
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their pilgrimage felt comfortable to me; and 1 
was induſtriouſly employed; * get to a ae 
perfect reſignation. 

We ſeldom ſaw our. ae but at appoint= 
ed places, by reaſon of the path geieg off 
from the river: and, this afternoon, Job Chi- 
la way, an Indian from Wehalooſing, who 
talks good Engliſh, and is acquainted” with 
ſeveral people in and about Philadelphia, met 
our people on the river; and, underſtanding 
where we expected to lodge, | puſhed back 
about ſix miles, and came to us "ket: night; 
and in a while our own canoe came, it be- 
ing hard work puſhing up ſtream. Job told 
us, that an Indian came in haſte to their 
town yeſterday, and told them, that three 
warriors, coming from ſome diſtance, lodg- 
ed in a town above Wehalooſing a few nights 
paſt; and that theſe three men were g 

againſt the Engliſh at ſuniata. Job was 
going down the river to the province- tore 
at Shamokin. Though I was ſo far favour- 
ed with health as to continue travelling, yet, 
through the various difficulties in our jour- 
ney, and the different way of living from 
what I had been uſed to, I grew ſick ; and 
the news of theſe warriors being on their 
march ſo near us, and. not knowing whe- 
ther we might not fall in with them, was a 
freſh trial of my faith; and though, through 
the ſtrength of divine love, J had ſeveral times 
been enabled to commit myſelf to the divine 
diſpoſal, I ſtill found the want of my ſtrength 

to be renewed, that I might perſevere therein; 
and 


144 Tux LIFE Axp TRAVELS 


and my crics fot help were put up to the Lord, 
who, in great mercy, gave me a reſigned 

heart, in which I found quietneſs. | 
On the ſeventeenh day, parting from Job 
Chilaway, we went on, and reached Weha- 
loofing about the middle of the afternoon 5 
and the. firſt Indian that we ſaw was a wo- 
man of a modeſt countenance, with a bible, 
who firſt ſpake to our guide; and then, with 
a harmonious voice, expreſſed her gladneſs 
at ſeeing us, having before heard of our 
coming: then, by the direction of our guide, 
we ſat down on a log; and he went to the 
town, to tell the people we were come. My 
companion and I fitting thus together, in a 
deep inward ſtillneſs, the poor woman came 
and fat near us; and, great awfulneſs coming 
over us, we rejoiced in a ſenſe of God's love 
manifeſted to our poor ſouls. After a while, 
we heard a conkſhell blow ſeveral times, and 
then came John Curtis, and another Indian 
man, who kindly invited us into a houſe near 
the town, where we found, I ſuppoſe, about 
ſixty people ſitting in filence ; and, after ſitting 
a ſhort time, I ſtood up, and in ſame tender- 
neſs of ſpirit acquainted | them with the nature 
of my viſit, and that a concern for their good 
had made me willing to come thus far to ſee 
them; all in a few ſhort ſentences, which 
ſome of them underſtanding interpreted to the 
others, and there appeared gladneſs amongſt 
them. Then I ſhewed them my. certificate, 
which was explained to them; and the Mo- 
| _ Tavian, 
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laboured along, divine love attending: and 
afterwards, feeling mind covered with 


the fpicit-of prayer, F told" the interpreters 


that I found it in my Heart to pray to God, 
and believed, if I prayed aright,” he would 
hear mei and expreſſed my willingneſs for 
them to omit interpte cting'; ſo our meeting 
ended with 4 deg; f divine love: and, 
before the people went out, T obſerved Pa- 

nehang (the man whe” had been zealous 

labouring for a feförmation in that town, 
being then very tender) ſpoke to one of the 
Interpreters : and I'was afterwards told that 
he faid in fubſtance as follows; I Wen to 
« feel where words come from. Plat die. 
On the' nineteenth day, and firſt of this 
week, this morning, in the meeting, the In- 
dian, who came wich the Moravian, being al- 
ſo a member of that ſociety, prayed; and 
then the Moravian ſpake a ſhort time to the 
people: and, in the afternoon, they coming 
together; ad. my heart being filled with a 


heavenly care for their good, I ſpake to them 


awhile by interpretets; but none of them 
being perfect in the work, and J. feeling the 
current of love run Arong, told the inter- 
pretets, that I believed ſome of the people 
would underſtand me, and ſo I procerded: 
in which excreiſe, I believe the Holy Ghoſt 
wrought on ſome hearts to edification, where 
all the words were not underſtood. I look - 
ed upon it as a time of divine favour; and my 
heart was tendered and truly thankful before 
the Lord; and, after I fat down, one of the 

* interpreters 
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interpreters ſeemed ſpiritsd to givè the Indiatis 
the ſubſtance of what I had ſaidͤ 
__ 'Befbt& our firſt 'theeting; this merning, I 
was led to meditate on the manifold dif- 
culties of theſe Indians, who, by the per- 
miſſion of the 'fix nations, dwell id theſe 
parts; and a near ſyinpathy with them was 
raiſed in me; and, my heatt being emlarged in 
the love of Chriſt,” I'thought that the affect. 

onate care of a gdod man for his 6hlybrothet 
in affliction does not execed what F'then felt 


for that people. th att: fu] win went 
I came to this plaee through much trꝭus 
ble; and though, through | the | mereses of 
God. | believed, that if I died in the id 
ney, it would be well with meg yet the 
thoughts of falling inro the hands df Indian 
warriors were, in times of weulnefs, afflio- 
ting to me; and, being of à tender conſtitu- 
tion of body, the thooghts of captivity 
agnwgſt them were} at times, grievous; as 
ſwpp6fits, that they being ſttong and hardy, 
tight demand ſeroice of me beyond Wat I 
could Well bear; but the Lord along was my 
| keeper; and I believed, if I Went into bapti- 
Vit y, it Would be for ſome good end; and 
thüs, from time ro time, my mind was cen 
teted ih reſignation; in which always found 
quiettefs. And now, this day; though'F had 
the ſame dangerous wilderneſs between: me 
and home, I was inwardly joyful that the 
Lord had ſtfengthenetl me to come on this 
vifit, and manifeſted a fatherly care over me 
im my poor lowIy eofidiften;' when in mine 
9 2 OWI 
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own eyes I appeared. inferior to a a- 
mongſt the Indians, 1333 | 

When the laſt - mentioned meeting was 
ended, it being night Papunchang went to 

and, one of the, interpreters ſitting by 
>: I; obſerved: Papunchang ſpoke with an 
d voice, I, ſuppoſe a minute or 
two: and, aſking the interpreter, I was told, 
that he was expreſſing his thankfulneſs to 
God for the favours he had received that 
day; and prayed that he would continue to 
favour him with that ſame, which he had 
experienced in that meeting.” And though 
Papunebang had before agreed to receive. the 
Moravian, and join with them, he ſill ap- 
iv 06 kind and loving to us. 

On the twentieth day, I was at two meet- 
ings, and filent in them. 

The twenty-firſt day. This morning, in 
meeting, my heart was enlarged in pure love 
amongſt them, and, in ſhort plain ſentences, 
I expreſſed ſeveral things that reſted upon me, 
which one of the interpreters gave the peo- 
ple pretty readily ; after which, the meeting 
ended in ſupplication, and I had cauſe hum- 
bly. to acknowledge the loving-kindneſs of 
the Lord toward us; and then I believed 
that a door remained open for the faithful 
diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt to labour eng 
theſe people. 

I now feeling my. mind at liberty, to re- 
turn, took my leave of them in general. at 
the concluſion of what I ſaid in meeting; 


and ſo we prepared to go homeward: but 
ſome 
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ſome of their moſt active men told us, that, 
when we were ready to move, the people: 
would chooſe to come and thake hands with 
us; hich thoſe who uſually come to meet- 
ing did: and, from a fecret draught in "my! 
mind, I went amongſt ſotme who did not 
uſe to go to meeting, and took my leave of 
them alſo: And the Moravian and his Indian 
—— appeared reſpectful to us at part- 
This town ſtands on the bank of Suſ- 
N. and conſiſts, I believe, of about 
forty houſes, moſtly compact together; ſome 
about thirty feet long, and eighteen wide, 
ſome bigger, ſome lefs ; moſtly built of ſplit 
plank, one end ſet in the ground, and the 
other pinned to a plate, on which lay raf. 
ters, and covered with bark. I underſtand 
a great flood laſt winter overflowed the chief 
part of the ground where the ton ſtands; 
and ſome were now about moving their houſes 
to higher ground. | TB 

OW; expected * two Indians to be our 
company ; but, when we were ready to go, 
we found many of them were going” to Beth- 
lehem with ſkins and furs, who choſe to 
go in company with us: ſo they loaded two 
canoes, which they deſired us io go in, tel 
ling us, that the waters were fo raiſed with 
the rains, that the horſes ſhould be taken by 
ſuch as were better acquainted; with the 
fording places: ſo we, with ſeveral Indians, 
went in the canoes, and others went on 
horſes, there being ſeven beſides ours. And 
we * with the horſemen once on the 
8 | way 
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by appointment, and that near night, 
alittle below a branch called —— 
we lodged there; and ſome of the young 
men, going out a little before duſk with their ; 
guns, brought in a deer... $5 
On the twenty · ſecond day, thavgh dili- 
gence, we reached Wioming before night, 
and underſtood the Indians were moſtly gone 
from this place: here we went up a ſmall 
oreek into the woods with our canoes, and, 
pitching our tent, carried out our baggage; 
and before dark our horſes came to us. 
On the twenty- third day in the morning 
their horſes were loaded, and we prepared 
our baggage and ſo ſet forward, being in all 
fourteen; and, with diligent travelling, were 
favoured to get near half way to Fort-Allen. 
The land on tbis road from Wioming to our 
frontier being moſtly poor, and good graſs 
ſeatce, they choſe a piece of low ground to 
lodge on, as the beſt for grazing ; and I. 
having ſweated much in travelling, and be- 
ing weary; ſlept ſound; J perceived in the 
night that J had taken cold, of which I was 
favoured-to get better ſoon. 
On the twenty-fourth'day we paſſed Fort- 
Allen, and lodged near it in the woods, 
Having forded the weſterly branch of De- 
labate three times, we thereby had a ſhorter 
way, and miſſed going over the top of the 
Blue Mountains, called, the ſecond ridge. In 
the ſecond time fording, where the river cuts 
through the mountain, the waters being rapid 
__ pretty. deep, and my companion's mare 


being 
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being , tall, r he. — 
times drove. her, bak through the rivor, and 
they loaded dene durthens of . N 
ſmall horſes, which | N | 
ent to come through, 
+ The. troubles weſtwar 
for Indians to paſs — — Jap- 
prehend, mea reaſon why ſo many came: 
as expecting that our jo bh company 
would prevent the outſide abitants from 
being ſurpriſed. 
On the twenty-fifth day: we reached Beth- 
lehem, taking care on the way to keep fore- 
moſt, and to acquaint people on and near 
tbe road who theſe Indians were ; this we 
found very needful; for the frontier inhabi- 
rants were often alacmed at the report of Beer b 
liſh being killed by Indians weſtward. 
Amongſt our company were ſome — I 
did not remember to have ſeen at meeting, 
and ſome of theſe, at firſt, were very reſerved; 
but, we being ſeveral days together, and be: 
having friendly toward them, and making 
them ſuitable returns for the ſervices they! did 
us, they became more free D ſocial. 5 
On the twenty - ſixth and firſt of the 
week, having — — to ſettle 
all affairs with the Indians relative to our 
journey, we took leave of them, and 1 
thought they generally parted with us af- 
fectionately; ſo we, getting to Richland, had 
a very comfortable meeting amongſt our 
friends: here I-parted with my kind friend 
and companion, Benjamin Parvin; and, ac- 
26 L 4 companied 
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cortpanied by my friend! SimeueFFoulk; we 
lrode. t Jehn Ee AHder s, HH Wendel 
*xeathed home che fend day fd, Bete d {6nd 


my family endif Neyo An ty 
e an Aba 1a pent r gad sede Ge fe- 
'rurti fron?! ff nee teh ap pre Hdd 
dangerous bur affeWTHd, Hie N he Lobt. 


hadibeen % emßlSyéed in cr gg fo po 
ect reſignation add Thad fo offi HSE αοο —Z 
fired in a belief, that Whatever the” 'L/8fa 
might be pleaicd to allot for me, Would 
work for gobd, I was! careful” gelt 1 de l 
admit any Yegree of feline Ad- being role 
overmuch;/ and labeured 60 b ble 
trials id fuch a manner as my gracious Fa 
ther and Protectof intends fbr ne.“ Between 
the Engliſh inhabitants and Wehalooffng 
we had Only a fiarrow path, which a 
plaert is much grown 1&þ- with buſhes; and 
ipterrupted by + abulldahce oF b trees lying 
acroſs it; thele, together with the movn- 
tains, ſwamps, and rough ſtones, wake: it's | 
difficult road to travel; And the'more fo, for 
that rattleſnakes abound there, of which we 
killed ſour: People, Who have nevet been 
in ſuch places, have but an imperfect idea 
of them but I was not only taught pa- 
tience, but alſo made thanktul to God, who 
thus led me about and inſtructed me, that J 
might have a quick and lively feeling of 
the afflictions of my tellow-creatures, whote 
Mogion 1 in life is difficult. 
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fl Jahn Smith alu and of rb pre 
.ceedings. 0 a'tolnmittee; at the Jeu y. meer- 
L 1. 61 —Continplins on för nature 
9 true wiſdom," caggonen by Bearing of the 
| cruelty of of "tht ef 1% their coptive f. 
Hit vifting the fantilies of friends al Mount - 
be ee and Burlington, in 1764. 
12 "arid rhe meetings on the ' ſea-coaftl, Hin Capes 
_ toward Squan, in 1965 Hirt 10 
Voß. counties on Delaware; andthe 
Ws ore of | Maryland,” in 1766, 1 


© company with — bom Shep er; us jomè ac 


count of Joſep Nichols and hi  FoUlowert; 
- and obſervations on the arfferent Rate? of the 

Vine ertlers in Prunſylvamia who deperitted 
on tbeir dun labour, at thofe of the Jou- 
ern provinces who kept 'mrgroes-" - — 
Ating tbe northern parts” of Ner- 


- the ſame year, and the weſtern' 2 of 


- "Maryland und Pennsylvania in 1767, and 
* Les ur, other, parts f Pennſildania, 
and rhe Families of Friends at | Mount Holly, 
ad again, feveral parts of Maryland" in 
406, Earle coniderations vr Feepin's 

ves: ; and his concern for baving 'former= 

ty, as an executor, been party to the ſal 


N one; and what 25 dd in Conſequence of 


11 
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17 Thoughts an Dames exerci eh e | 
1 any TAG 


2 HE latter: * 3 176 A 
there came a man to Mount-Holly, 


who. hed. before-publiſhed, by: 
1 


vertilem 0 that, at a certain 
vauld hew, many wonderful operations, 
which he therein, enumerated. \, 


This man, at the time appointed, did, by 
et of hand, ſundry, things; which, to 
choc gathered, appeared ſtrange . + 

- The next day, 1, hearing of it, and under- 
ſanding that the ſhew was to be continped 
the next night, and the people to meet about 
ſun· ſet, falt an exerciſe, on that account: fo 
went to the pyblic-houſe. in the evening 

d told the man — the houſe that I bad an 
inclination to ſpend a part of the evening 
there; with which he fignified that he was 
content. Aber ſitting down. by the door, I 
ſpake to the people, as they came together, 
concerning this ſhew.; and, more. coming and 
fitting down. with us, the ſeats of the. door 
were eh filled; and I had converſation 
with them in the fear of the Lord, and la- 
boured to convince them that, thus aſſembling 
to ſee: thoſe' tricks or flights of hand, and 
boſtowing their money. to ſupport men, who, 
in that capacity, were of no uſe in the world, 
was. contrary to the nature of the n 
religion. TIGHT | 

| There was one of the company who, for a 


ns; endeavoured, by arguments, to. ſhew 
the 
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the rraſonableneſe of their proceedings here- 
in; but, after. conſidering ſome texts of 1 5 
ture, "nl calmly. N the 33 — 
ave up the point. 80, Having ipent avout qa 
— wang them, and feeling my migd 
eaſy». 1 departed. | 1 1 ls 
At our yearly-mecting at Philadelphia, on 
the twenty- fifth day of the ninth month, 
1764. Jobs: Smath, of Marlborough, aged 
upwards of eighty years, a faithful miniſter, 
though, ng eloquent, ſtood up in our meeting 
of miniſters and elders, and, appearing ta 
be under a great exerciſe of ſpirit, informed 
friends in ſubſtance. as follows: ta wits 
„That he had been a member of the ſociety; 
upward, of ſixty years, and well remembered, 
that in thoſe early times friends were à plain 
lowly-minded people; and that there was 
much tenderneſs and contrition in their 
meetings. That, at twenty years from that 
time, the ſociety, increaling in wealth, and in 
ſome degree conforming to the faſhions of the 
world, true humility was leſs apparent, and 
their meetings, in general, not ſo-lively and 
edifying---That, at the end of forty years, 
many of them were grown very rich; that 
wearing of fine coſtly garments, and uſing of 
ſilver (and other) watches, became cuſtomary 
with them, their ſons, and their daughters, 
and many of the ſociety, made a ſpacious ap- 
pearance in the world; which marks of out- 
ward wealth and greatneſs appeared on ſome 
in our meetings of miniſters and elders; and 
as theſe things became more prevalent,, 10 
the 
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the powerful oyerſhadowings of the Holy 
Gþoſt were leſs manifeſt in the ſociery⸗ 
That there had been a continued Increaſe of 
thi fe' ways of life” eren until now and that 
the weakneſs Which bath no Overſpread 
the ſociety, and the barrenneſs - manifeſt 
aAmongſt us, are matter of much forrow.” 
He®then' mentioned the uncertaitit of his 
attending theſe meetings in future, expec- 
ting his diſſolution was now near; and, ha- 
vidg- tenderly expreſſed his concern for us, 
figrlified that he had ſeen in the true lig ht 
at the Lord would bring back his peel le 
from theſe things into which they were thus 
degenerated, but that his faithful ſervants 
muſt firſt go through great and Aru exer- 
eiſes thefein. 

On the evedrputingh day, the Lolnmbices; 
appointed by the yearly- meeting to viſic 
the quarterly and monthly meetings, now 
ave an account in writing of their proceed- 
ings in that ſervice; in which they ſigni- 
fied, that, in the courſe of it, they bad been 
apprehenſive that ſome perſons holding of- 
fices in government, inconſiſtent with our 
| principles, and others, Who kept ſlaves, re- 
maining active members in our meetings of 
diſcipline, had been one means ef weakneſs 
more and more prevailing in the manage- 
ment thereof in ſome places. After this re- 
ort was read, an exerciſe revived on my 
mind, which, at times, had attended me ſe- 
veral years, and inward cries to the Lord 


were raiſed in me, that the fear of man 
oy | might 
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might not prevent me from doing what. he 
required of me: and, ſtanding up, 1 foak Ke 


5 50 as EM 55 10 Wael felt; a, 


+ 4 


” 
By 


ce 3 1 and ſoeh a8 50 offices 
5 ? ee, and Kate i Ml 
55 in all their conduct, may be kind: 
affectioned 2. toward another. Manz 
friends, who, keep  flayes, , are under f Yo 
exerciſe. gn. that account; and, at times, 
think about ying them with reedagi buy 
nd many t ngs, in their, Way: 
way of living, and annual expences ol f {on ome 
of them, —. 72 that, it ſeems impraſtica- 
bly for the et theit . e N 
angin on way of t has, 
= 1 abroad +508 1 RE 
ſerved in ſome pl; 75 at quarterl 7 Van. JE, 
ly, mectings,: $96.97 Spe houſes, Bergin 
VE, ends, ang .th eir horſes... are, 
 entertajped,,,that, the, yearly. e £120 
bridal ee 5 "very. 8 5 derable {and 
Lege. Weh enge 1 wych,,an 
bert 0 theſe * 4808 n 
ment, -N tep A 5 8209 Shri 
e pans peſt 


mind for ſome years. ae 
preſs it in the fear of the Lend, greatly 


firing, that, Wend now. Help may, 0 
conſider it.“ 19 bn 
In the fall 1 of this year, having hired. A 
man to wor! * perceived, in converſation, 
that he had | been a ſoldier in the late war on. 
this 
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Bleſſing, may ſupply 


this continent; and, in tlie evening, giving 
u narrative of his 'chprivity amongſt hs Ih- 


dians, he informed me that he fiw two of his 
fellow captives tortutod to death in a hery ru. 


er manher. 


This relation e ale wich adde, 
under Which 1 went to bed; and, tlie Bert 


morning, ſoon after I awoke,” a freſh and 


ning ſenſe of divine love was ſpread over 

ind; in Which 1 a renewed prof- 
pect of the nature m ftom 
above, which leads to à fight _ of "al gifts; 
both ſpiritual aud tertipdtal; and gives content 


Ehereiti: under a feeling fherecf, T wrote as 


follows : 1 

„ Hath he, who gave me à beih futend⸗ 
ed with many wants unknown to brute- 
creatures, given me a clpacity ſuperior to 
theirs; and (hewn me, that a nioderate ap- 


PRHcatiori to bufiriefs is * to my preſent 


condition; and that this atteride&' with his 
alt outward wants, 
while they remain 2 the bounds he hath 
fixed ; and no imaginary wants, proceedi 
from an evil ſpirit, have any place in me? 
Attend then, O my foal ! to this pure wiſ- 
dom, as thy ſure conductor throu the ma- 


nifold dangers in this world !! 


Doth pride lead to vanity ? Doth u 


ty form imaginary wants? Do theſe wants 


prompt men to exert their power in requi- 
ring that of others, which they themſelves 
would rather be excuſed from, wete the ſame 


required of them? 
Do 
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Dos theſe procee s Bezet U erd thoughts! 
Do hard thoughts, "ef ©: becoms 5 
lice ? Does malice, een pes bees 
vengefuF;' Aid. in the end, inflict 5 ibIe 
ins on their ellen ture, and rp 
deſolation in the word 4 296) 
Doth mankind, walking in pres; 


delight in- Lach others happi 5 85 2 
ul creatiltes, captble"6r this attzinhent. 
by givitiy way y to Ar evil rit, ei ee 


} 1 
eee 
"Roh det then, Dd tu! che ia 


in whom Ch Hern and 

roceedings feel aft $5 10917 = 
8 5 le Condeſcend to bleſt thee! Witt 
his preſence? To move and infl * 110 
— —4 To dwell in thee, and Walt in (66? 
Remember then thy ſtatlon, as a eng - 

cred to God; accept of the ſtrength tet 
offered thee ; and take heed that flo "weak 
neſs, in conforming; to expenkive, dnwiſt 
and hard- Hearted, cuſtorns;; gendering to dif] 
cord 1 5 ſtrife, be {het 50 60 to. IEEE H 
claim body as his tem an 1 8 
a hee 2 11 may b de Tired to Hint? 
Oh l that' I tray ptize this favcur; and tf 0 
my Whole lite may pe Co 2: 69-thi 
cliaraer ? IN YUTSVEDOITT 2:2 ho0 * 
Neneber G my "foul! that the the” prides 
Ff peace is thy Lord: that 1 
is unmĩxed wiſdom to his famil that 
they, Rving i in perfect ſimplicity, may give 
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Nies in Mansfizld z, ig-yhich, labour, Ichad 
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elde 49) TOY my, 8 9 0 147 an, toward 2 
viſit to friends along the, ſea-coalt; from. Cape- 
May to near Squan; and alſo to viſit ſome 

ople in thoſe parts, amongſt whom; there 
is no ſettled: worſhip; 1 joined with my be- 
leved friend, Benjamin Jones, i in a vilit there, 
having fi friends unity therein; and, ſetting off 
the tꝭyenty · fourth day... of the tenth. month, 
1765, we had, a roſperous, and; very, ſatig- 
factory journey 5 times, through the 
goodneſs of the heavenly Shepherd, .the.gof.. 
pel to flow freely toward,,a poor. people. ſcat- 
tered in thoſe places: and ſoon after our re- 
turn, I joined my friends, John Sleeper and 


__ _ in viſiting friends families 
at 
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at Burlington, there being at this time 
about fifty families of our ſociety in that 
city; and we had cauſe humbly to adore 
our heavenly Father, who baptized us in- 
to a feeling of the ſtate of the people, and 
ſtrengthened us to labour in true goſpel love 
_ amongſt them. | 

An exerciſe having, at times, for ſeveral 
years, attended me, in regard to paying a 
religious viſit to friends on the eaſtern ſhore 
of Maryland : ſuch was the nature of this 
exerciſe, that I believed the Lord moved me 
to travel on foot amongſt them, that, by ſo 
travelling, I might have a more lively feelin 
of the condition of the oppreſſed flaves, ſer 
an example of lowlineſs before the eyes of 
their maſters, and be more out of the way of 
temptation to unprofitable converſe. 

The time now drawing near in which 1 
believed it my duty to lay my concern be- 
fore our monthly-mecting, I perceived, in 
converſation with my beloved friend, John 
Sleeper, that he was under a concern to tra- 

vel the ſame way, and alſo to travel on foot 


in the form of a ſervant amongſt them, as 


he expreſſed it. This he told me before he 
knew aught of my exerciſe, 

We, being thus drawn the ſame way, laid 
our exerciſe and the nature of it before 
friends; and, obtaining certificates, we ſet 
off the ſixth day of the fifth month, 1766 
and were at meetings with friends at Wit. 
mington, Duck «Creek, Little - Creek, and Mo- 

M therkill ; 
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therkill ; my heart being ſundry times ten- 
dered under the divine influence, aud enlar- 
ged in love toward the people amongſt whom 
we travelled. _ 

From Motherkill, we crofled the country 
about thirty-five miles to friends at Tucka- 
hoe in Maryland, and had a meeting there and 
at Marſhy-Creek. | | 

At theſe, our three laſt meetings, were a 
conſiderable number of people, followers of 
one Joieph Nichols, a preacher; who, I un- 
derſtand, is not in outward fellowſhip with 
any religious ſociety of people, but profeſ- 
ſeth nearly the ſame principles as our ſociety 
doth, and often travels up and down ap- 
pointing meetings, to which many people 
come. I heard ſome friends ſpeaking of ſume 
of their neighbours, who had been irreligi- 
ous people, that were now his followers, and 
were become ſober well-behaved men and 
women. | 
Some irregularities, J hear, have been 
amongſt the people at ſeveral of his meet- 
ings; but, from the whole of what I have 
perceived, I believe the man and ſome of his 
* followers are honeſtly diſpoſed, but that 
ſkilful fathers are wanting among them : 
from hence we went to Choptank and Third 
Haven; and thence to Queen Anne's. The 
weather having ſome days paſt been hot and 
dry, and we, to attend meetings purſuant to 
appointment, having travelled pretty ſteadily, 
and had hard labour in mcetings, I grew 

| weakly, 
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weakly, at which I was, for a time, diſeou- 
raged ; but, looking over our journey, and 
thinking how the Lord had ſupported our 
minds and bodies, ſo that we got forward 
much faſter than I expected before we came 
out, I now ſaw that I had been in danger of 


too ſtrongly deliring to get ſoon through the 
journey, and that this bodily weaknels, now 
attending me, was a kindneſs to me; and 
then, in contrition of ſpirit, I became very 
thankful to my gracious Father, for this ma- 
nifeſtation of his love; and, in humble ſub» 


miſſion to his will, my truſt was renewed in 


h im. 

On this part of our journey, I had many 
thoughts on the different circumſtances of 
ſriends, who inhabit Pennſylvania and Jer» 
ſey, from thole whodwell in Maryland, Vir» 


ginia, and Carolina, Pennſylvania and News 


Jerſey were ſettled by many friends, who 


waere convinced of our principles in England 


in times of (ſuffering, and, coming over, 
bought lands of the natives, and applied 
themſelves to huſbandry in a peaceable way! 
and many of their children were taught to la- 
bour for their living, | 
Few friends, I believe, came from Eng» 
land to ſettle in any of theſe ſouthern pros 
vinces ; but, by the faithiul labours of tra- 


_ velling friends in carly times, there were cons 


fiderable convincements amongil the inhabis 
tants of theſe parts, Here | remembered my 
reading of the warlike difpolition of many 

M 32 of 
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of the. firſt ſettlers in thoſe provinces, and 
of their numerous engagements with the na- 
tives, in which much blood was ſhed, even 
in the infancy of thoſe colonies. Theſe peo- 
ple, inhabiting thoſe places, being grounded 
in cuſtoms. contrary to the pure truth, when 
ſome of them were affected with the power- 
ful - preaching of the word of life, and 
joined in fellowſhip with our ſociety, they 
had a great work to go through. It is ob- 
ſervable, in the Hiſtory of the Reformation 
from Popery, that it had a gradual'progreſs 
from age to age: the uprightneſs of the 
firſt reformers,. in attending to the light and 
underſtanding given them, opened the way 
for ſincere-hearted people to proceed farther 
afterward ; and thus, each one truly fearing - 
God, and labouring in thoſe works of righte- 
ouſneſs appointed for him in his day, 
findeth acceptance with him: though, through 
the darkneſs: of the times, and the corrup- 
tion of manners and cuſtoms, ſome upright 
men may have had little more for their day's 
work than to attend to the righteous princi- 
le in their minds, as it related to their own 
conduct in life, without pointing out to 
others the whole extent of that, which the 
ſame principle would lead ſucceeding ages 
into. Thus, for inſtance, amongſt an impe- 
rious warlike people, ſupported by oppreſſed 
ſlaves, ſome ot theſe maſters, I ſuppoſe, are 
awakened to feel and ſee their error; and, 
| —_— ſincere r ceaſe from 8 
| on, 
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- fion, and become like fathers to their ſet» 
vants; ſhewing, by their example, a” pat- 
tern of humility in living,” and moderation 
in governing, for the inſtruction and admo- 
nition of their oppteſſing neighbours; thoſe, 
without carrying the reformation farther; 
I believe, have found acceptance with the 
Lord. Such was the beginning; and thoſe 
who ſucceeded them, and have faithfully at- 
tended to the nature and ſpirit of the re- 
formation, have ſeen. the neceflity of pro- 
ceeding forward, and not only to inſtruct 
others, by their example, in governing well, 
but alſo to uſe means to prevent their ſuc- 
ceſſors from having ſo much ue to N 
preſs others. 

Here I Was renewedly confirmed in my 
mind, that the Lord (whoſe tender mercies 
are over all his works, and whoſe ear is open 
to the cries and groans of the oppreſſed is 
graciouſly moving on the hearts of people; 
to draw them off from the defire of wealth; 
and bring then into ſuch an humble, lowly; 
way of living, that they may ſee ' their way 
elearly, to repair to the ſtandard of true 
rigbteouſneſs; and not only break the yoke 
os oppreſſion, but know him to be their 
ſtrength and ſupport in a time 'of outward 
affliction. 

We, paſſing on, croſſed FOR Batt len ; and 


had a meeting there, and at Cecil and Saſſa- 


fras. Through my bodily weakneſs, joined 
with a heavy exerciſe of mind, it was to me an 
201 M 3 bumbling 
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_ humbling diſpenſation, and I had a very 
lively feeling of the ſtate of the oppreſſed; 
yet J often thought, that what I ſuffered was 
little, compared with 'the ſufferings. of the 
bleſſed Jefus, and many of his faithful fol- 
lowers; and may ſay, with thankfulneſs, J 
was made content. 

From Saſſafras we went pretty directly 
home, where we found our families well; 
and, for ſeveral weeks after our return, 1 had 
often to look over our journey: and though to 
me it appeared as a ſmall fervice, and that 
ſome faithful meffengers will yet have' more 
bitter cups to drink in thoſe ſouthern provin- 
ces, for Chriſt's ſake, than we had; yet I 
found peace in that I had been helped to walk 
in fineerfty, according to the underſtanding 
and ſtrength given me. 

On the | thirteenth day of the eleventh 
month, 1766, with the unity of friends at 
our monthly- meeting, „ in com pany with my 

beloved friend, - Benjamin foe,” J fet out on 
a viſit to friends in the upper part of this 
province, having had drawings of love in 
my heart that way a conſiderable time; we 
travelled as far as Hardwick ; and 'T had in- 
ward peace in my labours of love amongft 
them. 

Through the humbling Jiſpeaſarjcril of di- 
vine Providence, my mind hath been brought 
into a farther feeling of the difficulties of 
friends and' their ſervants ſouth-weſtward : 
nd, deidg often engaged in ſpirit on their 

account, 
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account, I believed it my duty to walk into 
fome parts of the weſtern ſhore of Mary- 
land, on a religious viſit: and, having ob- 
tained a certificate from friends of our month- 
ly-meeting, I took my leave of my family 


under the heart-tendering operation of truth; 
and, on the twentieth day of - the fourth 


month, 1767, I rode to the ferry oppoſite to 
Philadelphia, and from thence ' walked to 
William Horne's, at Derby, that evening; and 


next day purſued my journey alone, and 

reached Concord week-day meeting. 
Diſcouragements and a weight of diſtreſs 

had, at times, attended me in this loneſome 


walk ; through which afflictions, I was mer- 
cifully preſerved : and now, fitting down with 


friends, my mind was turned toward the 


Lord, to wait for his holy leadings; who, 


in infinite love, was pleaſed to ſoften my 


heart into humble contrition, and did re- 


newedly ſtrengthen me to go forward ; that 
to me it was a time of heavenly refreſhmentin 


a ſilent meeting. 1 


The next day I came to l 


week - day meeting, in which I fat with bow- 


edneſs of ſpitit; and, being baptized into a 


feeling of the ſtate of ſome preſent, the Lord 
gave us a heart-tendering ſeaſon ; ; to his name 


be the praiſe! 

I paffed on, and was at Nottingham month- 
ly-meeting; - and at a meeting at Little-Bri- 
tain on firſt-day ; and in the afternoon ſe- 


veral friends came to the houſe' where I 


M 4 lodged, 
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lodged, and we had a little afternoon-meet- 
ing and, through the humbling power of 
tin, 1 dad t9:admire the. A of 


On the. twenty- ſixth. ay I: eroſſed Suſ- 


quehannah's and, coming amongſt people in 


outward eaſe and greatneſs, chiefly on the 


labour of ſlaves, my heart was much affect - 
ed; and, in awful retiredneſs, my mind was 
gathered inward to the Lord, being humbly 


engaged that in true reſignation I might re- 


ceive inſtruction from him, reſpecting * 
qvty amongſt this people. 

Though travelling on foot was weariſome 
to my body; yet thus travelling was eh 
ble to the ſtate of my mind. 

I went gently on, being weakly ; and was 
covered with ſorrow and heavineſs, on ac- 
count of the ſpreading prevailing ſpirit of 
this world, introdueing cuſtoms. grievous and 
oppreſſive on one hand, and cheriſhing pride 
and wantonneſs on the other. In this lonely 


Walk, and ſtate of abaſement and humilia- 


tion, the ſtate of the church in theſe parts 


was opened before me; and I may truly ſay. 


with ihe prophet. I was bowed down at 


* the hearing of. it; I was diſmayed at the 


„ ſeeing of it.“ Under this exerciſe, I at- 
tended the eee eee at Gunpow- 
der; and, in .bowedneſs of ſpirit, I had to 


open, with much plainneſs, what I felt re- 


ſpecting friends living in fullneſs, on the la- 


bours of the poor oppreſſed negroes; and 


that 


— 
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that promiſe of the Moſt High wwis' now res! 
vived: „ I will gather Hallen natiens and! 
o tongues 3- and they ſhall come and ſee my 

« glory.“ — Here the: ſufferings of Chriſt, - 


| and his taſting death for every man and the 


travels, ſufferings, and martyrdome, of che 
apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians, an labour 
ing for the converſion of the. Gentiles, were 
livingly revived in me; and, according to the 
meaſure of ſtrength. afforded, 1 laboured in 
ſome tenderneſs of ſpirit, being deeply af= 
fected amongſt them: and thus the differ= 
ence, between the preſent treatment which 
theſe:: Gentiles, the negroes, receive at our 
hands, and the labours of the primitive 
Chriſtians for the converſion of the Gentiles;' 
was preſſed home, and the power of truth 
came over us; under a feeling of which, 
mind was united to a tender-hearted people. 
in thoſe parts; and the meeting concluded” in 
a ſenſe of God's goodneſs toward his TOUTE 
dependent children. | 1 
The next day was a general erung Ae 
worſhip, much crouded; in which'] was 


deeply engaged in in ward cries to the Lord 


for help, that I might ſtand. wholly reſigned; 
and move only as he might be pleaſed to' 


| lead me: and I was mercifully: helped to la- 


bour honeſtly and fervently amongſt them, 
in which I found inward Peace; and the ſin- 


cere were comforted. bo 8585 


From hence I turned TELE” Pipe-Oreck, 


and paſſed on to the Red- Lands; and had 
ſeveral 


e 
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ſeveral meetings amongſt friends in thoſe 
patts. My heart was often tenderly affect- 
ed, under a ſenſe of the Lord's goodneſs, in 
ſunctifying my troubles and exerciſes, turn- 
ing them to my comfort, and, I believe, to 
the benefit of many others: for, I may ſay, 
with thankſulneſs, that in this viſit, it ap- 
peared like a freſh tendering viſitation in moſt 


places. 


I paffed on to the weſtern quarterly-meet- 


ing in Pennſylvania; during the ſeveral days 
Of t 


" this meeting, I was mercifully preſerved 
itt an inward feeling after the mind of truth, 
and my public labours tended” to my humi- 
Vation, with which I was content: and, after 


the e eine of worthip ended, I 


fert drawings to go to the women's meet- 
ing of buſineſs; which was very full: and 
here the humility of Jeſus Chrift, as a pat- 
tern for.us to walk by, was livingly opened 
before me; and in treating on it my heart 
was enlarged ; and it was a baptizing time, 
From hence I went on; and was at meet- 
ifigs at Concord, Middletown, Providence, 
and Haddonfield, and fo home; where I 


found my family well. A ſenſe of the Lord's 


merciful preſervation, in this my journey, ex- 
cites reverent thankfulneſs to him! 

On the ſecond day of the ninth month, 
1767, with the unity of friends, I ſet off 


on a viſit to friends in the upper part of 


Berks and Philadelphia counties; was at 
eleven mectings in about two weeks; and 
have 


* ok 
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have renewed cauſe to bow i in reverence be- 
fore the Lord, who, by the powerful extend- 
ings. of bis humbling goodneſs, opened my 

way amongſt friends, and made the meet- 
ings (I truſt) profitable to us. And, the win- 
ter following, I joined friends on a viſit to 
friends famffies in ſome part of our meet- 
ing; in which exerciſe, the pure influence of 
divine love made our viſits teviving. 

On the fifth day of the fiſth month, 1768, 
I left home wi the humbling band of 
the Lord, having obtained a certificate, in 
order to viſit ' fone. meetings in Maryland; 
and to proceed without a horſe looked clear- 
eſt to me. I was at the quarterly-meetings at 
Philadelphia and Concord; and then went 
on to Cheſter-River; ; and, croſſing the Bay 
with friends, was at the yearly- meeting at 
Weſt-River; thence back to Cheſter-River; 
and, taking a few meetings in my way, pro- 
ceded home. It was a journey of much in- 
ward waiting; and, as my eye was to the 
Lord, way was, ſeveral times, opened to my 
bumbling admiration, _ when things had 1 8 
K. very difficult. 

In my return, I felt a relief of mind, very 
comfortable to me; having, through d 
help, laboured in much plainneſs, both with 
friends ſelected, and in the more public — 
ings: fo that (a truſt) the pure witneſs, in 
many. minds, was reached, 

The eleventh day of the fixth mall; 
1709. Sundry* caſes have happened, of thts 

years, 


1 
j 
| 


oo — —ů—ů—ů—ðrð— . ——— arr; a 
* bn », — * 2 * 


... ] ˙ A ⅛;lNͤßð²q o T8 :: Te er ee RE i bo roman + 


2 — CE eaten a ·˖— 


Mn 2 —Eũ6 — 


DE —˙ʃ— . * * _ — _ 
„„ 8 
. ˙¹mU Mo WE EE APY. 5, AI ra rr . 0... o6 - 
- * 3 — 3 — th - 


S 
— 


„ 


172 Tre LIFE and TRAVELS 


years, within; the limits of our monthly- 
meeting, reſpecting that of exerciſing pure 
righicouſneſs toward the negroes; in which 
I Mart lived under a labour of heart, that 
equity might be: ſteadily kept to. On this 
account, 1 have had ſome cloſe exerciſts 
among ſt friends; in which, I may thank- 


| fully r. EL find peace: aud, as my medita- 


tions have been on univerſal love, my own. 
conduct in time paſt became of late very 
grievous to me. | 

As perſons, ſetting negroes free i in our pro- 
vince, are bound by law to maintain them, 
in caſe, they have need of relief, ſome, who 


| ſcrupled keeping ſlaves for term of life, in the 


time of my youth, were wont to detain. 
their young negroes in their ſervice till, thir- 
ty: years of age, without wages, on that ac- 
count: and with this cuſtom J ſo far agreed, 


that J, being joined to another friend, in 


executing the will of a deceaſed friend, once 
ſold a negroe lad till he might attain the a 5 
of thirty years, and applied the e to te 
uſe of the eſtate. | 
Wich abaſement of heart, I may now fay, 
that ſometimes, as I have ſat in a meeting, 
with my heart exerciſed toward that awful 
Being, who reſpecteth not perſons nor co-- 


| lours and have looked upon this lad, I have 


felt that all was not clear in my mind re- 
ſpecting him: and as I have attended to this 
exerciſe, and fervently ſought the Lord, it 
hath he Lang to me, that 1 ſhould make 


ſome 
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ſome reſtitution, | but in what way I ſawy not 
till lately; when, being under ſome concern 
that I may be reſigned 10 go on a viſit to 
ſome part of the Weſt⸗ ladies, and un- 
det clole engagement of ſpirit, ſeeking to the 
Lord for counſel herein, that, of my joining 
in the ſale aforeſaid, came heavily upon me; 
and my mind, for a time, was covered with 
darkneſs and bro ; and, under this fore 
affliction, my heart was ſoftened to receive 
inſtruction: and here I firſt ſaw, that, as I 
had been one of the two executors, who 
had fold this lad nine years longer than is 
common for our own childern to ſerve; fo 1 
ſhould now offer a part of my ſubſtance to 
redeem the Faſt half of thatnine years ; but, 
as the time was not yet come, I executed a' 
bond, binding me and my executors to 
pay to the man, he was ſold to, what, to can- 
did men, might appear | equitable for the 
laſt four years and a half of his time, in 
caſe the ſaid youth ſhould be living, and in 
a condition likely to provide mes e for 
himſelf. 

The ninth day of the tenth month, 1769. 
My heart hath: ofren been deeply afflided 
under a feeling I have had, that the ſtand- 
ard of pure righteouſneſs is not lifted up to 
the people by us, as a ſociety, in that clear- 
neſs which it might have been, had we been 
ſo faithful to the teachings of Chriſt as we' 
ought to have been: and, as my mind hath 
been inward to the Lord, the purity of 
S Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's government hath been opened in my 
underſtanding ; and, under this exerciſe, that 
of friends 3 * active in civil ſociety, in 
putting laws in force which are not agree- 
able to the purity of righteouſneſs, Path, 
for ſeveral years, been an increaſing bur- 
then upon me; 12:2 felt, in the open- 
ings of univerſal love, that where a people, 
convinced of the truth of the inward teach- 
ings of Chriſt, are active in putting laws in 
execution which are not conſiſtent with 
210 wiſdom, it hath a neceſſary tendency to 
bring dimneſs over their minds: and, as my 
heart hath been thus exerciſed, and a tender 
ſympathy in me toward my fellow-members, I 
have, within a few months paſt, in ſeveral 
meetings for diſcipline, expreſſed my concern 
on this ſubject. 


CHAP. 
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His preparing to viſit friends in England— His 
embarking at Cheſter, in company with Sa- 
muel Emlen, in a ſbip bound to London-— His 
drep exerciſe, in obſerving the difficulties, and 

; bardſhips the common ſailors are expoſed tame 
Conſiderations on the dangers to which youth 
are expoſed, in being trained to a ſea-faring 
life; and its inconſiſtency with a pious educar 
tion— His thoughts in à form at ſea > with: 
many inſtruttive contemplations on the voyage 
Aud his arrival at London. IA 


TAVING been ſome time under a reli- 
gious concern to prepare for croſſing 

the ſeas, in order to viſit friends in the nor- 
thern parts of England, and more particularly 
in Yorkſhire; after weighty conſideration, I 


thought it expedient to inform friends, at our 


monthly- meeting at. Burlington, of it; who, 
having unity with me therein, gave me a 
certificate; and I afterward communicated 
the fame to our quarterly-meeting, and they 
| likewiſe certified their concurrence-therewith, 
Some time after which, at the general fſpring+ 
meeting of. miniſters and elders, I thought 
it my duty to acquaint them of the religious 
exerciſe which attended my mind; with 
which they likewiſe ſignified their. unity by 
a certificate, dated the twenty-fourth day on 

the 
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the third month, 1772, directed to friends 


in Great- Britain. 


In the fourth month following, I thought 


the time was come for me to make ſome en- 


quiry for a ſuitable conveyance ; being ap- 
prehenſive that, as my concern was princi- 


-pally toward the northern parts of England, 


it would be moſt proper to go in a veſſel 
bound to Liverpool or Whitehaven : and, 


while J was at Philadelphia, deliberating on 


this occaſion, I was informed, that my belo- 

ved friend, Samuel Emlen, jun. intending to 
to London, and having taken a paſſage 

For himſelf in the cabin of the ſhip, called 
Mary and Elizabeth, of which James Sparks 


was maſter, and John Head, of the city of 


Philadelphia, one of the owners; and I feel- 
ing a draught in my mind toward the ſteerage 
of the ſame ſhip, went firſt and opened to Sa- 
muel the feeling I had concerning it. 

My beloved friend appeared glad that I 


had thoughts of going in the veſſel with 


him, though my proſpect was toward the ſteer- 
age ; and be, offering to go with me, we 
went on-board, firſt in the cabin, a commo- 
dious room, and then into the ſteerage; 

where we ſat down on a cheſt, the- ſailors 
being buſy about us: then the owner of 


the ſhip came, and ſat down with us. 


Here my mind was turned toward . Chriſt, 
the heavenly counſellor; and I feeling, at 
this time, my own will W my n 
was contrite before him. 

„ A motion | 


oer JOAN: VOI 97 


A motten Wus thiads;' by deve, te] 
And He in the cabin, a a plüce more 
tited; but 1 felt enſy to ade che Mip/ and 
Hitde no agteement as” wh "puſſy & in her; 


but told the Owner; if I tosk & paffage In the 


ſhip,” I believed it weld be in the ſteerag 
_ not ſay much as 0 my cxercis ind it 
I went do my Waging, and does e went 
to bed; and my mind whs' under a det p exer- 
eiſe before the Lord; whole helping Hand was 
manifeſted to me as 1 ſlept that night; and His 
love firengthefed' my heart; In the mornin 
1 went with twb friends on: board the veſſel 4 
Zain; and, after # ſhort time ſpenit therein, 1 
went, with amel Einlen, tothe houſe of te 
owner; to who, it the hetfirg of Samuel 
ovly; I opened my exereiſe, in relatibn to u 
ſeruple with regard te a paflage in the a 
Aftet this I: agreed — a paſſage in ai 
ſteerage z and, hearing in town that Joſeph 
White had a deſire t& Het me, I felt the re- 
viving of a deſire to ſes him, und wene then 
to his houſe, and next day home g where'f 
tarried tWo- mige! and then, early in the 
morning, I parted with my family, under 
a ſenſe of the humbling hand of Ged upon 
me); and, going to Philadelphia, had oppor- 
tonity with ſeveral of my beloved ile 
Who appeared to be concerned for me; on 
account of the unpleaſant ſituation ef that pare 
of the veſſel Were 1 was likely to lodge. 
Having ſtayed two nights in Philadelphia, 
1 went the next day to Derby menthly-meet- 
N ing; 
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ing; where, through the ſtrength of divine 
love, my heart Was enlarged toward the 
youth then preſent; under which I was help- 
ed to labour in ſome tenderneſs of ſpirit. 
Then, lodging at William Horne's, I, with 
one friend, went to Cheſter; where, meeting 
with Samuel Emlen, we went on-board, the 
firſt day of the fifth month, 1772; and, a8 ] 
ſat down alone, on a ſeat on the deck, I felt a 
ſatisfactory evidence that my proceedings were 
not in my own will, but under the power of 
the;croſs of Chriſt, 

Seventh day of-the fifth month. We have 
had rough weather moſtly ſince I came on- 
board; and the paſſengers, James Reynolds, 
John Till-Adams, Sarah Logan and her hired 
maid, and John Biſpham, were all ſea-ſick, 
more or leſs, at times ; from which ſickneſs, 
through the tender mercies of my heavenly Fa- 
ther, I have been preſerved ; my affliQtions 
now being of another kind. 

There appeared an openneſs in the ds 
| of the. maſter of the ſhip and of the cabin- 

paſſengers. toward me: we were often toge- 
ther on the deck, and ſometimes in the ca- 
bin. il 

My ind. through * merciful help * the 
Lord, hath been preſerved, in a good degree, 
watchful and inward; and 1 have, this day, 
great cauſe to be thankful, in that I remain to 
feel quietneſs of mind. | 

As my lodging in the ſteerage, now near 
a week, hath afforded me ſundry. oppertu- 


nities of ſeeing, hearing, and feelipg, with 
| reſpect 
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reſpect to the life ard ſpirit of ma 
ſailors, an inward exerciſe of ſaul Bab ab- 
tended me, in regard to placing our children 
and youth where they may be likely to be 
exampled and inſtructed in the pure fear of 
the Lord; and I, being much amongſt the 
ſeamen; have, from a motion of love, ſundry 
times taken opportunities, with one of them 
at a time alone, and in a free converſation la- 
boured to turn their minds toward the fear of 


the Lord: and this day we had a meeting in 


the cabin, where my an was Santtitn under 
a feeling of divine love. 8 ut Litsttag tt 

Now, concerning: lads: being iralneth up as 
ſeamen: I believe a communication from one 
part of the world to ſome other parts of it, 


by ſeaz is, at times, conſiſtent with: the; will 
of our heavenly Father; and to educate ſome 
youth in the practice of ſailing, I believe, may 
be right : but how lamentable is the preſent 
corruption of the world how impure ate che 


channels through which trade hath a convey- 


ance ] how great is that danger, to which poor 
lads are now expoſed, when placed: on e 


board to learn the art of ſailin sg 


Oh! that all may take heed and beware of 


covetouſneſs ! Oh! that all may learn of Chriſt, 


who was meek and low of heart! Then, in 


fanhfully following him, he will teach us ta 
be content with food and raiment, with- 
out reſpect to the cuſtoms or honours of this 
| 5 571 

Men, thus ee will feel a * con- 


cern for their fellow- creatures, and a defire, 
; N 2 that 


— 
9 2 
. ²˙— -A 

BE. = Me 4 nn * 


: > ER TEIN 
8 —— — — ae: — — os cy — 
22 Nn e CHER e 


— —— — 


460 THx LIFE xaxD TRAVELS 


that thoſe in the loweſt ſtations may be aſſiſt- 
ed and encouraged z and, where owners of 
1hips attain to the perfect law of liberty, and 
are doers of the word, theſe will be bleſſed in 
their deeds, + | 1 ehr £ 
_ "Rifing to work in the night is not com- 
monly pleaſant in any caſe; but, in dark 
rainy nights, it is very diſagreeable, even 
though each man were furniſhed with all 
conveniences : but, if men muſt go out at 
midnight, to help manage the ſhip in the 
rain, and, having ſmall room to ſleep and lay 
their garments in, are often beſet to furniſh 
themſelves for the watch, their garments or 
ſome thing relating to their buſineſs being 
wanting and not eaſily found, when; from 
the urgency occaſioned by high: winds, they 
are haſtened and called up ſuddenly, here is a 


trial of patience on the poor ſailors and the 


poor lads their companions. 5 


If, after they have been on deck ſeveral 


Hours in the night, and come down into the 


ſteerage ſoaking wet, and are ſo cloſe ſtowed 


that proper convenience for change of garment 
is not eaſily come at, but, for want of proper 
room, their wet garments are thrown in heaps, 
and ſometimes, through much crouding, are 
trodden under foot in going to their lodgings 
and getting out of them, and they have great 
difficulties, at times, each one to find his own, 


here are trials on the poor ſailors. 


Now, as I have been with them in my lodge, 
my heart hath often yearned for them, and ten- 
der defires have been raiſed in me, that all 
460 owners 
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owners and maſters of veſſels may dwell in the 
love of God, and therein act uprightly; and, 
by ſeeking leſs for gain, and looking carefully 
to their ways, may earneſtly labour to remove 
all cauſe of provocation from the poor ſeamen, 
either to fret or uſe exceſs of ſtrong drin; 
for, indeed, the poor creatures, at times, in 
che wet and cold, ſeem to apply to ſtrong 17 
to ſupply the want of other convenience. 

Great reſormation in the world is wanting 

and the neceſſity. of it, amongſt theſe E do 
bufineſs on great waters, hath, at this time, 
been abundantly opened before me. 
The eighth day of the fifth month. This 
morning the clouds gathered, the wind blem 
ſtrong from ſouth-eattward, and before noon 
increaſed to that degree that failing appeared 
dangerous. The ſeamen then bound up ſome 
of their fails, and took down ſome; and, the 
ſtorm increaſing, they put the dead-lights, fo 
called, into the dee ene and eee Li 
lamp as at night. 

The wind now blew vehemently, and the 
| fea wrought to that degree, that an/awful'ſe- 
riouſneſs prevailed in the cabin, in which I 
ſpent, I believe, about ſeventeen hours; fbr I 
believed the poor wet tolling feamen had need 
of all the room in the cronded: ſteerage, and 
the cabin- paſſengers had uw me rene in 
vitations. 

They ceaſed now frogs failing and pue che 
veſſel in — poſture called, lying-to. 

My mind, in this tempeſt, through the 
| ran aſſiſtance of the Lord, was preſerved 
N 3 in 
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in à good degree of reſignation; and J felt, 
at times, a few words in his love to my ſhip- 
mates, in regard to the all- ſufficiency of him 
who formed the great deep, and whoſe care is 
ſo extenſive, that a ſparrow falls not without 
his notice; and thus, in a tender frame of 
mind, ſpake to them of the neceſſity of our 
yielding, in true obedience, to the inſtructions 
of our heavenly Father, who ſometimes, 
through adverſities, intendeth our refinement. 
About eleven at night I went out on the 
deck, when the ſea wrought exceedingly, and 
the high-foaming: waves, all round about, had 
in ſome ſort the appearance of fire, but did not 
yu much, if any, light. 

The ſailor, then at the helm, ſaid is lately 
ſaw a corpoſant at the head of the maſt. 

About this time I obſerved the maſter of 
the ſhip ordered the carpenter to keep on the 
deck; and, though he ſaid little, I apprehend- 
ed his care was, that the carpenter, with his 
axe might be in readineſs, in caſe: of any extre- 


| mit. | 


Soon after this, the vehemency 01 tha 
wind abated; and, before morning, they again 
put the ſhip under fail. - | 

The tenth day of the month, * firſt of 
the week, it being fine. weather, we had a 
meeting in the cabin, at which moſt of the 
ſeamen were preſent ; this — to me was 


a ſtrengthening time. 


Ihe 2 day of the 8 As 1 


Continue to lodge in the ſteerage, 1: feel an 


9 this — to expreſs ſomething 
* 
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farther of the ſtate of my mind, in reſpect to 

or lads bound apprentice to learn the art of 
failing. As I believe ſailing is of ſome uſe in 
the world, a labour of ſoul attends me, that 
the pure counſel of truth may be humbly 
waited for in this caſe; by all concerned i in the 
| buſineſs of the ſeas. 

A pious father, whoſe mim: is Sehn 
for the everlaſting welfare of his child, may not, 
with a peaceable mind, place him out to an 
employment amongſt 4 people, whole common 
courſe of life is manifeſtly corrupt and pro- 
phane; fo great is the preſent defect amongſt 
ſea-faring men, in regard to piety and virtue: 
and, through an abundant traffic, and many 
ſhips of war, ſo many people are employed 
on the ſea, that this ſubject of placing lads to 
the employment appears very weight xy. 

Prophane examples are very corrupting, and 
very forcible. And as my mind, day after 
day, and night after night, hath been affected 
with a ſympathizing tenderneſs toward poor 
children, put to the employment of ſailors, 
J have ſometimes had weighty converſation 
with the ſailors in the ſteerage, who were 
moſtly reſpectſul to me, and more and more ſo 
the longer I was with them: they moſtly ap- 
peared to take kindly what Ifaid to them; but 
their minds have appeared to be fo deeply 
impreſſed with that almoſt univerſal depravity 
amongſt ſailors, that the poor creatures, in their 
anſwers to me on this ſubject, have revived in 
my mmm _ po the degenerate e 
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a litile heforg the captivity, as repeated by. Jere- 
miah the prephet, „There is no hope.“ 

Now, under this exerciſe, a ſenſe of the 
deſire of outward gain prevailing amongſt us 
hath felt gnevious, and @ ſtrong call to the 
profeſſed eee of Chriſt hath been raiſed 
in me, that all may take heed, left, through 
loving this preſent world, they be found in a 
continued neglect of duty, with reſpect to 2 
faithful labour for a reformation. 

Silence, as to every. motion proceeding Gn, 
the love of money, and an humble waiting upon 
God to know his ill concernipg_us, have now 
appeared neceſſary: he alone is able to ftreng- 
then us to dig deep, to remove all Which les 
between us and the ſafe foundation, and ſo dis 
rect us in our qutward employments, that pure 
univerſal love may ſhine forth in our proceed 
ings. 

— © 7A ariſing from the ſpirit of truth are 
pure deſires; and when a mind, divinely 
opened toward a young generation, is made 
ſenſible of corrupting examples, powerfully 
working, and extenſively ſpreading amongſt 
them, hey moving is theproſpe&t! _. 

The ſixteenth, day of the month. | Wind 
for ſeveral, days paſt often high, What the 
ſeilors call fqually, rough ſea and frequent 
rains. This laſt night a very trying night to 
the poor ſeamen: the water, chief part of the 
night, running over the main deck, and ſome- 
times breaking - waves came on the quaxier- 
deck. The latter part of the night, as 4 lay in 
bed, my mind was humbled under the 2 
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of divine love; and reſignedneſ to the great 
5 of. the earth and the ſeas, renew 
vrought in me whoſe -fathacly care over his 
children felt precious to my ſoul: and deſſres 
were pow rene wed in me, to embrace ever: 
opportunity of being inwardly acquainted. wit 
the hardſhips and difficulties of my fellow 
creatures, and to labour in bis love far tha 
ſpreading of pure univerſal -cightequſneſs on the 
earth. The opportunities were frequent of 
hearing corwerſatin amongſt the failors, ig 
ee to the voyages ta Africa, and the man- 
ner of bringing the deeply - oppteſſed ſlaves into 
our iſlands, The thoughts of their condition, 
frequently in chains and fetters on-board. the 
veſlels, with hearts loaded with grief, under 
the apprehenſions of miſerable flavery; my 
mind was frequently opened to meditate on 
theſe things. 
On be ſeventeeth day of the month. and 
firſt of the week, we had a meeting in the 
cabin; to. which the ſeamen generally came. 
My ſpirit was contrite before the Lord; whoſe 
love, at this time, affected my heart. 
This afternoon | felt a tender ſympathy, of 
ſoul with my poor wife and family left * | 
hind ; in which ſtate, my heart was enlarge 
in deſires that they may walk in that hu 
obedience, wherein the everleſting Father = 
be. their guide and ſupport, through all the 
difficulties in this world; and a ſenſe of that 
graciaus aſſiſtance, through which my mind. 
hath, been firengthened to take up the croſs 
0 leaye them, to e in the love of Ok 
| at 
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hath begotten thankfulneſs 1 in my heart to our 


at Helper. 

On the twenty- fourth diy of 1000 month, 
and frſt of the week, a clear pleaſant morning: 

and; as J ſat on. deck, 1 felt areviving'in my 
aber, Which, through much rainy weather 
and high winds, being ſhut up in a cloſe Une 


healthy air, was weakened, © © 
Several nights of late I felt breathing Af 


Ficult ; that a little after the riſing of the ſecond 
watch (Which is 'about midnight) I got up, 


aid ſtood, I believe, near an hour, with 


face near the hatchway, to get the freſh air at 
the ſmall vacancy wk the hatch door; which 


is commonly ſhut down, partly to keep out 


rain, and ſometimes to keep the breaking- 


waves from daſhing into the ſteerage. 

I may, with thankfulneſs to the Father of 
mercies, acknowledge, that, in my preſent 
weak ſtate, my mind hath been ſupported to 


bear the affliction with patience; and have 


looked at the preſent diſpenſation as a kindneſs 
from the great Father of mankind, who, in 
this my floating pilgrimage, is in ſome degree 
bringing me to feel that, which many thouſands 
of my often ſuffer in a Ir 


degree. 


My appetite failing, the trial hath been 
the heavier; and I have felt tender breathings 
in my ſoul after God, the fountain of comfort, 
whole inward help hath ſupplied, at times, the 
want of outward convenience: and ſtrong de- 
fires have attended me, that his family, who 
__ oy 3 men wirh the movings of his erg 
24 Spirit, 
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Spirit, may be ſo redeemed from the-love of 
money, and from that ſpirit in which men 
ſeek honour one of another, that in all buſineſs, 
by ſea or land, we may conſtantly keep in 
view the coming of his kingdom on earth, as 
it is in — and, by faithfully following 
this ſafe guide, ſhew forth examples, arms 
to lead ont of that under which the creat 
oangEo nao i u. 
210 This day we bad a meeting in the cabin 
in which I was favoured in ſome degree to 
experience the fulfilling of that ſaying of the 
prophet, The Lord hath been a ſtrength 
* to the poor, a ſtrength to the needy in their 
diſtreſs ;** for which; my heart is Meng 1 in 
thankfulneſs before him! 
The twenty-eighth day of the old — 
wet weather of late, ſmall winds inclining to 
calms: our ſeamen have caſt a lead, I ſuppoſe 
about one hundred fathoms, but find no bots 
tom foggy weather this morning. 
Through the kindneſs of the great Preacher 
of men my mind remains quiet; and a de- 
gree of exerciſe, from day to day, attends 
me, that the pure peaceable government of 
Chriſt may ſpread and prevail amongſt man- 


kind. 5 
g on of a young — in 


The leading 
that pure way in Which the wiſdom of this 
world : hath no place where parents and tu- 
tors, humbly waiting for the heavenly Coun- 
2 may example them in the truth, as it 
in Jeſus; — this, for ſeveral days, hath. 
— the exerciſe of my mind. Oh! how Ne 
25 w 
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how gniet; is that ſtate, where the ſoul ſtands _ 


in pure obedience to the voice of Chriſt, and 
2 watchful care is A. not. to follow the 
vice of the ſtrange | 

+ Here. Obit uk 2 to be our Depherd;: 3 
under bis leading, people are brought to a 
ſtability; and, ate: de dirh. adt;-lead for 
ward, we are ied, in the bonds of pics 
love, to ſtand ſtill and wait upon him. In 
the love of money, and in the wiſdom of this 
world, buſineſs is, — then the urgency 
of - affairs, puſhes: forward ; nor can the mind. 
in this he diſcern. the, good and rg wilh 
of God concerning us. 

The love of God is manifeſted in graci- 
ouſly calling us to come out of that which 
ſtands in confuſion : but, if we bow not in 
the name of Jeſus; if we give not up. thoſe 
proſpects of gain, which, in the wiſdom of 
this world, are open before. us, but ſay, in 
our hearts, I muſt needs go on, and, in go- 
ing on, I hope to keep as near to the purity 
of truth as the buſineſs before me will admit 
of; here the mind remains eptangled, and the 
ſhining of the light of life into the foul is ob- 
ſtructed. 

In an entire ſubjection of our wills the Lord 
graciouſly opens a way for his people, where 
all their wants are bounded by his wiſdom ; 
and here we experience the ſubſtance of what 
Moſes the prophet figured out in the water of 
ſeparation, as a purification from ſin. 
Eſau is mentioned as a child red all over, 

ns & hairy garment : in Eſau 1 18 3 
5 E 
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the natural. will of man. In preparing the 
water:of ſeparation, a red heifer, wichont ble- 
miſh; on which there had been no yoke, Was 
to be fhin, and ker blood led by the 
eb ſeven times toward the taber nacle my 
regation : then: her ſkin, her Reſh; 

all pertaining to her, were · co be burnt withiom 
the cainp; Nad of her aſhes the! water Was 
prepared. Thus the 'crudifying-the-old man; 
or natural will, is repreſented ; and hee 
domes a - ſeparation. kom that varhal "mihd; 
which is death. 42 Þ | We 32 109] 28 
He who. eochbths the; dead body: gf a 
* man, and purifieth not bimſelf with«the 
« water of ſeparation; he defileth 2 taber- 
« nacle of the. Lord ; ho is unclean.” "I" 
Nix. 11. * Baan 

1 IF ER thioug h the love 'of gam, go Mich 
into buſineſs, herein they dwell as amongſt 
the tombs, and touch the bodies of thoſ& who 
are dead if theſe, through the infinite love of 
God, feel the power of the croſs of Chriſt to 
erueify them to the world, and.therein Jehrti 
humbly to follow the divine Leader; — here 
is the judgement of this World; — here, the 
prince of this world is caſt out. 

The water of ſeparation is felt; and; wee 
we have been amongſt the ſlain, and, throagh 
the defire of gain, have touched the dead bo- 
dy of a man, yet, in the purifying love of 
Chriſt, we are waſhed in the water of ſepa- 
ration; are brought off from that buſineſs, 
from that gain; and from that fellowſhip, 
which was not agreeable to his holy will Dm 

] have 
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Lhave felt a renewed confirmation, in the time 


of this voyage, that the Lord, in his infinite 
love, is calling to his viſited children, ſo to 
give up all outward poſſeſſions and means of 

tting treaſures, that his Holy Spirit may have 
| ont courſe in their eben and er n 
all their proceedings. 

To feel the Bbabance bn be in | this 
figure, man n r death, as to his own. 


— 
* 


NI 


de No n man can "a God. and Ive,” | "This 
was ſpoken by the Almighty. to Moſes the 


Þropher, and + 208 Es our. leſied Ros: 


deemer. 

As death comes on our own wills _ a 
new life is formed in us, the heart is purified 
and prepared to underſtand clearly. Bleſ- 
«ſed are the pure in heart; for they ſhalt 
* ſee. God.” In. purity of heart the mind is 
divinely opened to behold the nature of uni- 
verſal righteouſneſs, or the righteouſneſs of 
the kingdom of God. No man hath ſeen. 
tc the Father, ſave he that is of "Ou he _ 
2 ſeen the Father. 62 

The natural mind is active about the ils: 
of this life; and, in this natural activity, buſi- 
neſs is propoſed, and a will in us to go forward 
in it. As Jong as this natural will remains un- 
ſubjected, ſo long there remains an obſtruction 
againſt the clearneſs of divine light operating in 
us; but when we love God with all our heart, 
and with all our ſtrength, then, in this love, 
we love our neighbours as ourſelves; and a 
tenderneſs of heart is felt toward all people for 

whom 
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whom Chriſt died, even ſuch; who, as to out- 
ward circumſtances,” may be to us as the Jews | 
were to the Samaritans. Who is my neigh» 
bour? See this queſtion anſwered: by our 8a- 
viour, Luke x. 30. IS 
In this love we can Lay, that Jeſus is the 
Lotd ; and the reformation in our fouls is ma- 
nifeſted in a full reformation of our lives, 
wherein: all things are new, and all things are 

of God; 2 Cor. v. 8. in N the delre- al 
gain is ſubjected. v1 oy 1 | 
When „ is 6 hopedtly: allowed: 4 85 
the light of truth, and people become diligent 
in buſineſs, ' fervent. in ſpirit, ſerving the 
« Lord ;” Rom. xii. 1 I. here the name is o- 
pened: . This is the name by which he ſhall 
tc be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTE- 
« OUSNESS.” -Jerem. 3#x}1/:6. 1 Oh how 
precious is this name! it is bke — — poured 
out. The chaſte virgins are in love with the 
Redeemer; and, for the promoting his peace 
able kingdom in the world, are content to 
enduce hardneſs, like good ſoldiets; and are 
ſo ſeparated in ſpirit from the deſire of riches, 
that in their employments they become exten- 
ſively careful to give none offence, neither to 
Jews nor heathen, nor the church of Chriſt. 
On the thirty- firſt day of the month, and 
firſt of the week, we had a meeting in the ca- 
din, with near all the ſhip's company; ihe 
whole being near thitty. In this meeting, the 

Lord, in mercy, favoured: us . the * 
8 his love. 3 rf 4 
; The | 


4 


Abe * * of FR bach audi Luſt 
evening the ſeamen found bortom at Mes — 

venty fathoms. 5 
"a. This morning, — fair ind 1 

«As I fat on deck, my heart was over — — 
the love of Chriſt, and melted into donttition 
before him; and, in this ſtate, the proſpect of 
that work, to which I have felt my mind 
drawn: when in my native land, being in ſbmte 
degree opened before me, I felt like a little 
child; and my cries were put up to my hea- 
venly Father for preſervation, that, in a hlum- 
ble: dependence on him, my ſoul might be 
Krengthened in his love, and Megs —_— 
waiting for his counſel. . 

This afternoon we faw that part of Englind 
called the Lizard. 

Som dunghill fowls yet .cecdind of 'thoſt 
the paſſengers took for their ſea· ſtore i I. be» 
lieve: about fourteen periſhed in the ſtormo at 
ſea; by the waves. breaking over the quartet- 
deck; and a conſidetablè number with ſick- 
neſs ut different times. - I obſerved ihe cooks 
crew, coming down the Delaware, and while 
we were near the land; but afterwasd I think I 
did not hear one of them crow till we came 
neat the land in England, When _ agoity 
crowed a few times. 

In obſerving their dull appearance at ſea; 
and the pining fickneſs of ſome of them, I 
often remembered the Fountain of goodneſs, 
who gave being to all creatures, and whoſe 
love extends to that of caring for the ſpars 
rows; and believe, where the love of God is 

verily 
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verily perfected, and the true ſpirit of go- 
vernment watchfully - -attendba"ed, a tenderneſs 
toward all creatures made ſubject to ꝑs will be 
experienced, and à care felt in us that we do 
not leſſen that ſweetnefs of life, in thè ànimal 
creation, which the great Creatdr"inteHtls for 
them i in our government. 
The fourth day of the month! About nobn 
a pilot came off from Dover; "where my be- 
loved friend, Samuel Emen, went on fhore, 
and thence to London; but I'fele eaſy in Ray- 
ing in the ſhip : n * b 
i The-ſeventh «iy ef the aol; and" At 
of the week. Clear morning; wie lay at anchor 
for the tide, and had a parting meeting with 
the ſhip's company Win 1 my heart u as 
enlarged i in a fervent concern for them, that 
may come to experience ſalvation ation through 
Chriſt. We had #head-witd: up the Thames; 


lay ſometimes at anchor; a mere, ſhips 


paſſing, and ſome at anchor; near; And had 
large oppôrtuflity of feeling the fpirir'in" which 
the poor bewildered fattors too generally live.. 
That lamentable degeneracy,” which 15 much 
prevails en the people employed on the ſeas 

10 affected my heart, that I cannot eafff y conyey 
tne wg 1 have bad te Uther," 1 8 85 1 n 


21 as 


194 . LIFE Om 75 5 * 


er tnc 11 59 * E T 
non mw re, wes H * 1 A 22 ** Seal 


1112 1 Vi 


attendi, eee and, 
75 4 Ep Fruceeding towards Tor &forr ey vying 
n and other mee, | 
counties Hy. Hertford, Warwick, Oxford, Nor- 
dingen, York, and II gſtimoreland; and thence 
Again into Yorkſture, and to the city of York z 
with, ome. inſtructive thoughts and ebſeryations, 
and letters on divers ſubjefts, — His. bearing of 
_ the deceaſe of William Hunt; and ſime accqunt 


aft e. Natz. ad ar _ 
o F nan 4 — 


0 N the eisbth day of the ſixth, wee 
177, We landed at London; and 1 
went ſtraightway to the yearly- meeting of mi- 
niſters and elders, which had been gaſbereq on 
eaſe), about half an hour. 
Wavy this meeting my mind was humbiy con- 
; in the. afternoon the meeting of buſineſs. 
— 277 z.whuch, by adjournments, held near a 
Week. In theſe, meetings. I often felt a living 
concern. for, the eſtabliſhment, of friends in the 
pure. life of truth; and my heart was enlarged 
In the meeting of miniſters, meeting of buſi- 
neſs, and in —2 meetings of public wor- 
ſhip ; and I felt my mind united in true love 
wg; 6 faithful labourers now * at this 
— 7 
On the Gfteenth day of the month, 1 left 
London, and went to a quartecly-meeting at 
Hertford, 5 


The firſt day of the ſdyenth month. hens: | 
been at quarterly- meetings at Sher rington, 
Northampton, Banbury, and Shipſton; ; and 
had ſundry meeting between my miti& hath 
been bowed under à ſenſe" of divine goodneſs" 
manifeſted amongſt us; my heart Hhatfi been 
often enlarged in true love; both amongꝑſt 
miniſters and elders, and in public meetings; 
that through the Lord's goodneſs, I believe it 
bath been a freſh viſitation bes inany; in patti- 
cular to the youth” 1 

The ſeventeenth” day of the W Was 
this day at Birmingham: have been at'meets 
ings at Coventry, Warwick; in Oxfordfhice, - 
and fundty other places; have felt the hum 
bling hand of the Lord upoa me; and Dy 
his tender mercies find Peace in the labours 
have gone through: ' Weinen 

The twenty- ſixth hey of the HAAR F oy 
continued travelling northward, - viſiting mett- 
ings : was this day at Nottingham; which,” in 
the forenvon efpetially, war, through divine 
love, a heart-tendering ſedſon: "next day had 
a. meeting in a friend's Nouſe with friends 
children and ſomè friends; this; through the 
ſtrengthening am of the Lord, was à tim te- 
be ankfully remembered: O 4459-555, 9559 1th 

The ſecond day of the ei okih Montt, An 

firſt of the week. Was GY day at chefffeld, 
a large inland town: have been at ſundry 
meetings laſt week; os feel inwatd thank 
fulneſs for that divine ſupport, n hath been 
graciouſly extended tone. 

The ninth day of the month, er. gilt of the 
week, was at Ruſhworth: have lately. paſſed 

O2 through 
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through ſome painful labour; but have been 
comforted, under a ſenſe of that divine viſitation, 
which | feel extended toward many young people. 
The ſixteenth day of the month, and. firſt 
of the weeks was at Settle: it bath of late been 
a time of imvard poverty; under which my 
mind hath been preſerved in a watchful tender 
ſtate; feeling for the mind of the holy Leader, 
and I find peace in the labours 1 have pales 
through. we. 1 
I have felt great diſtreſs of mind, inde 1 came 
on this iſland, - on account of the members of 
our ſociety being mixed with the world in 
various ſorts of buſineſs and traffic, carried on 
© 1n- impure, channels. Great is the trade to 
Africa for ſlaves] and, in loading theſe ſhips, 
abundance of people are employed in the fac- 
tories ; amongſt whom are many of our ſociety. 
Friends, in early times, refuſed, on a religious 
principle, to make, or trade in, ſuperffuities; 
of which we have many large teſtimonies on 
record: but, for want of faithfulneſs, ſome 
| gave way; even ſome, . whoſe. examples were 
of note in our ſociety; and from thence others 
"1 took more liberty. Members of our ſociety 
1 worked in ſuperfluities, and bought and ſold 
ff them; and thus dimnefs of fight came over 
1 many: at lengtb, friends got into the uſe of 
| {ame ſuperfluities in dreſs, and in the furniture 
of their houſes; . and this hath ſpread from leis 
to more, till ſuperfluity of fore kinds is com- 
mon amongſt us. 71570 | 
In this declining late, mary look at the. 
example one of another, and too much neglect 


the pure feeling of truth, Ot late years, a 
deep 
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deep exerciſe hath attended my iind: chat 


friends may dig deep, may carefully caſt forth 


the looſe matter, ànd get down” to the Rock, 


the ſure foundation; and there 'hearken to 


that divine voice which gives a clear and cer 


tain ſound ; and have felt in that which doth 
not deceive; that if friends, who haue known 
the truth, keep in that tenderneſs of heart; 
where all views of outward gain' are given up, 
and their truſt is only on the Lord, he will 
graciouſly lead ſome to be patterns of deep 
ſelf-denial in things relating to trade and handi- 


craft labour; and that ſume, who have plenty ' 


of the treaſures of this world, will example in 


/ 
foo gs 


a plain frugal life, and pay wages, to ſuch as 
they may hire, more A br than is "now: 


cuſtomary i in ſome places. 
The twenty-third day of the n Was 


this day at Preſton-Patrick, and had a com- 


fortable meeting. I have, ſeveral times, been 
entertained at the houſes of friends; who had: 


ſundry things avout them which had the ap- 
pearance of outward greatneſs; and, as I have 
kept inward, way hath opened for converſation 


with ſuch in private, in which divine goodneis 


hath favoured us One” Wan inn 
ing nmes: : 

| reſted a few days, in body ad mind; 
with our friend Jane Crosfield';” wWwho was) 
once in America : was, on the ſixth day of the 
week, at Kendal in Weſtmoreland; ' and at 
Greyrig meeting the Wr hs 15 on 0 ex ary 


and hrit of the week. 
'GO: 4 Ut 04 kbere 
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have known poverty af late; and been 
graciouſly ſupported to keep in the patience: 
and am thankful, under à ſenſe of the good - 
neſs of the Lan toward thoſe. that are of 4 
gontrite ſpirit. e 

Ihe += * Fan nigh month: 8 
firſt af the week. Was this day at Counters 
ſide; a large meeting- houſe, and very full; 
and, through the opening of pute love, it was 
* ſtrengthening time to me, and (1 believa) 
0 many more. 

The thirteenth day of oa month, Was 
this day at Richmond, a ſmall meeting; but, 
the town's. peaple coming in, the houſe, was 
erowded : it was a time of heavy labour; and 
6 believe) Was a profitable meeting. 

At this place I heard that my kinſman 
William Hunt, from North- Carolina, ho 
vas ons teligious viſit to friends in England, 
departed this life on the ninth day of the ninth 
month, inſtant, of the ſmall-pox, at New- 
caſtle. He appeared in the miniſtry when 
2:youth ; and his labours therein were of good 
ſavour. He travelled much in that work in 
America. I once heard him ſay, in public 
teſtimonꝝy, that his concern was (in that viſit) 
to be devoted to the ſervice of Chriſt ſo fully, 
that he might not ſpend one minute in pleaſing 
bimſelf: Which words, joined with bis ex- 
ample, were à means of ſtirring up the pure 
mind in in me. 

Qn this viſit to England J have felt ns 
inſtructions ſealed on my mind, which I am 
concerned to leave in writing, for the _ 
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fuch as are called to the ſtatiom af 4 minfter 
of Chriſt. 064 nee boanogguts vt 1819 

Chriſt being! the Prinde vof [Pokvei) ar! w 
being no more than miniſters, I find it ne. 
ceſſary for us, not only to feel à concern ia 
dur firſt going forth, but to experiences the 
renewing thereof, in dhe Wen e of 
meetings. 8 a * * 

1 felt a concern, in e to prepare for 
this voyage; and being, through the mercy 
of God, brought ſafe here, my heart was 
like a veſſel that wanted vent; and for ſeve- 
ral weeks, at firſt, when my mouth was open- 
ed in meetings, it often felt like the raiſing 
of a gate in a water courſe, where a weight 
of water lay upon it; and in theſe labours 
there appeared a freſh viſitation to many, 
eſpecially the youth; but ſometimes, after this, 
I felt empty and poor, and you! felt a eee 
to appoint meetings. 1499Þ> 

In this ſtate I was exdivifel W übide in the 


pure life of truth, and in all my labours to 


watch diligently — _ motions of elf 
in my own mind. Nr 00 

I have frequently felt a neceſſity to ſtand 
up, when the ſpring of the miniſtry was low 
and to ſpeak from the neceſſity, in that which 
ſudjecteth the will of the creature; and Heres 
in I was united with the ſufferings ſeed, and 


found inward ſweetneſs in theſe mortifying 


labours. | { 

As I have been preſerved: in 1 
tention to the divine Leader; under theſe dIf- 
n enlargement cat times hatir fol- 

O 4 lowed, 


* rr 2 
. 
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and the power ak truth hath riſen. high 


et, in ſome meetings, than I ever bee it ber 


wr through me. 1 1 2110 
2 Thus I have been more and more 10 


as to. the, neceſſity, of - depending, not upon a 


concern which 1 felt in America, to come on 
a vilit, to England, but upon, the freſh inſtruc- 
ES o F Chriſt, the Fringe of eser, from day 


to day, 9 171 g 


Now, of late, 1 felt a top 3 ie. the, appoint- 


ment. of. 0 450 not wholly, but in part; 


and 1 do not feel, liberty io appoint ihem ſo 
the one after another as 1 have heretofore. 

e, work cf. the,, miniſtry being a work 
of. divine love, I feel that the openings there- 
of are to be waited for, in all our ei- 


9 deep is pita wiſdom | Chriſt 
I for his miniſters, and goeth before them: 
pd oh] how great is the danger of departing 


| IR the pure feeling. of that which leadet 


Teig knoweth the ſtate of the people ; and, 
in the pure feeling } the golpel-miniſtry, their 
ſtates are opened, to his lervants., 

Wehl t koow h when the fruit bearing 
branches 7 Si ves have need of purging, _.. 

Oh! that 5 leſſons may be remembered: 
by wel and that all Who appoint meetings 
May proceed i in the pure feeling of duty! ! 

have ſometimes felt a neceſſiiy to ſtand up; 
but that ſpirit, Which is of the world hath ſo 
much prevailed, in. many, and the pure life of 
truth been ſo et iced down, that I have gons, 

4 for v ard, 
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forward, not as one travelling in road caſt up 
and well prepared, but as a man walking 
through a miry place, in which are ſtones, here 
and there, ſafe to ſtep on, but ſo ſituated, that, 
one ſtep being taken, time time is drier ms to ies 
where to ſtep next. N 

Now 1 find that, in theip pure obedience, the 
mind leatns contentment, in appearing weak 
and fooliſh to that wiſdom which is of the 
world ; and, in theſe lowly-labours, they who 
ſtand in a low place, rightly exerciſed under 
the croſs,” will find:nouriſhment. 
The gift is pure; and, while che eye is 
ſingle in attending thereto, the underſtanding 
is preſerved clear: ſelf is kept out. We re- 
joice in filling up that which remains of the 
afflictions of Chriſt, for his body 8 ſake, which 
is the church. 

The natural man loveth eloquence, and - 
many love to hear eloquent orations; and, if 
there is not a careful attention to the gift, men 
who have once laboured in the pure goſpel- 
milniſtrys: growing ww of ſuffering, and 


12 


compals t themſelves aBoht with arks, and 
walk in the light; not of Chriſt who is under. 
ſuffering; but of that fire which they, going 
from the gift, have kindled; and that in, 
hearers, which is gone from the meek ſuffer- 
ing ſtate, into the worldly wiſdom, may be 

warmed with this fire, and ſpeak highly of 
thee labours. That which is of God gathers 
to God ; and that which is of the world is 
owned by the world, | _ : 
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© Db. this journey a labour bath attended my 
mind, that the miniſters amongſt us may be 
int the mec feeling life of truth, 
where: we may have no deſire but to follow 
Chꝛriſt and he with him; that, when he is un- 
der ſuffering, we may ſuffer with hitn, and ne- 
ver deſire to fiſe up in dominion; but as he, by 
the virtue of his own TS may an us. Ant 
81 1 Kuen HW nne 7 40 
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As * daſs hw writing "theſe comfuldranicns, 
gur dear friend, in the courſe of his religious 
viſits, came to the city of Vork, and attended 
moſt of the ſittings of the quarterly-meetin 
there; but, before it was over, was . 
of the ſmall-pox. Our friend, Thomas Prieſt- 
man, and others who attended him; preſerved 
the fallowing minutes of his expreſſions in the 
time of his ſickneſs and of his deceaſe. * 
n iſt day; the 27th of the th month, 1772. 
. diſorder appeared to be the ſmall- pox. 

ad day. He ſaid he felt the diſorder to affect 
hicheed. ſo that he could think letle, and but 
208 chal: 

Third day he attire the following perpursa. | 
0 Lord my God, the amazing horrors of 
darkneſs were gathered around me and covered 
me all over, and I ſaw no way to go forth; 
J felt the depth and extent of the miſety of my 
fellow · creatures ſeparated from the divine har. 
momy, and it was heavier than I could bear, 
and I was cruſhed down under it; I lifted up 
my hand, I ſtretched out my arm, but there 
44 | Was 


z — —-— 
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vas none to belp me; locked round about 
nd was amazed; in the depths of miſery, © 
Lord ! I remembered that thou art omnipotent, 
that I had called thee Father, and I felt that I 
loved thee, and I was made quiet in thy will, 
and I waited for deliverance from thee; thou 
hadſt pity upon me when no man could help 
me; I faw that meekneſs under. ſuffering was 
ſhewed to us in the moſt affecting example 
of thy Son, and- thou taugbeſt me to follow 
him, and 1 ſaid, * thy will, O Father, be done.” 
Fourth day morning, being aſked. how he 
felt himſelf, he meekly anſwered, - I do not 
know that I have flept this night, 1 feel the 
diſorder making its progreſs, but my mind 
is mercifully preſerved in ſtillneſs and peace: 
ſometime after he ſaid he was ſenfible the 
pains of death muſt be hard to bear; but, if he 
eſcaped them now, he muſt ſometime. paſs 
through them, and he did not know that he 
could gi better prepared, but had no will ia 
it. He ſaid he had ſettled his outward - af- 
fairs to his mind, had taken leave of his 
wife and family as never to return; leaving 
them to the divine protection; adding, and 
though 1 feel them near to me at this time, yet 
J freely give them up, having a hope that 
they will be provided for. And a — A after 
ſaid, This trial is made eafier than I could have 
thought, my will being wholly taken away ; for 
if I were anxious for the event, it would have 
been harder; but U am not, 1 a mind enjoys 
a; ey wn, D 3 
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In the right a young woman having given 


thou ſeemeſt very kind to me, a poor creature, 
the Lord will reward thee for it. A while af- 
ter he cried out with great earneſtneſs of ſpirit, 


ather! and ſoon after 


comfortable art thou to my ſoul in this trying 
ſeaſon! Being aſked if he could take a little 
nouriſhment; after ſome pauſe he replied, my 


child, I cannot tell what to ſay to it; I ſeem 


nearly arrived where my foul ſhall have reſt 
from all its troubles. After giving in fome- 
thing to be inſerted in his journal, he ſaid, 


I believe the Lord will now excuſe me from 


exerciſes of this kind; and I ſee no work but 
one, which is to be the laſt wrought by me 
in this world ; the meſſenger will come that 


will releaſe me from all theſe troubles; but 


it muſt be in the Lord's time, which I am 
waiting for. He ſaid he had laboured to do 
Whatever was required, according to the a- 
bility received, in the remembrance of which 
he had peace; and, though the diforder was 
ſtrong at times, and would like a whirlwind 
come over his mind, yet it had hitherto been' 
kept ſteady, and centered in everlaſting love; 
adding, and if that be mercifully continued, 
I aſk nor deſire no more. Another time he 
ſaid, he had long had a view of viſiting this 


nation, and, ſometime before he came, had a 


dream, in which he ſaw himſelfin the northern. 
parts of it, and that the ſpring of the goſpel 
was opened in him much as in the beginning 
Fu | of 
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of friends, ſuch as George Fox and William 
Dewſberry, and he ſaw the different. Mates of 
the people, as clear as hñe had evet ſeen flowers 
in a garden; but in his goi ng along he was 


ſuddenly ſtopt, though he could not ſee; for: 


What end;, but, locking towards home, fell 
into a flood of tears which waked him: £55 

At another time he ſaid, my draught ſeemed 
ſtrongeſt: towards the North, and 1 mentioned, 
in my own monthly: meeting, that attending 
the quarterly meeting at Vork, and being, there, 
looked like home to me. 

Fifth-day night, having repeatedly; üer 
to take medicine with a vidw to ſettle bis 
ſtomach, but without effect, the friend, then 
waiting on him, ſaid, through” diſtreſs, whab 
ſhall 1 do now? He anſwered with great com- 
poſure, Rejoice evermote}-arid'in! evety "thing 
give thanks; but added a little: after, this its 
ſometimes hard to come at.. 

Sixth-day morning, he broke forth early in 
ſupplication on this wife # O Lord, it was thy 
power that enabled me to forſake ſin in my 
youth, and I have felt thy bruiſes for alle 
obedience ; but, as I bowed under them, thou 
didſt heal me, continuing a father and a friend: 
I feel thy power now, and I beg that, in the 
approaching trying moment, thou wilt keep 
my heart ſtedfaſt unto thee, Upon his 
giving directions to a friend concerning ſome 


little things, ſhe ſaid, I will take care, bur 


hope theu wilt live to order them thyſelf. 
He replied, My hope is in Chriſt; and, though 
1 11 ſeem a little better, a change in the diſ- 
8 berden 
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order may ſoon happen, and my little ſtrength. 
be diſſolved; e N 
gathered to my everla reſt. On ſay 
ing ſhe did not doubt that, but dould not help 


— —— to ſes fo many faithful ſervants re- 
meved at fo: low a time, he ſaid, All good 


cometh from the Lord, whoſe power is the 
fame, and can work as he ſces beſt. The 
ſame day be had given directions about wrap- 
ng his corpſe: perceiving. a friend to weep,” 
e faid, I would rather thou wouldſt guard a. 
gainſt weeping for me, my fifter ; I ſorrow' 
not, though I have had fame painful conflicts: 
but now they ſeem: over, and matters well 
ſettled ; and look at the face of my dear Re- 
— "=o 3 for ſweet is his voice, and his coun- 
tenance is comely. 15 
- Finſt-day, founh-of the tenth month, being) 
very weak, and' in general difficult to be un 
derſtood, he uttered” a few words in eomme- 
moratien of the Lord's goodneſs, and added, 
Haw: tenderly have 1 Hoon waited on in this“ 
time of afflictionl in Which 1 may ſay; in Job's 
words, Tedious days and weariſome' nights are/ 
appointed unto me: and how many are ſpend- 
10g their time and money in vanity and ſuper- 
flulties while thouſands and tens of thouſands! 
want the neceſſaries of life, who might be re 
leved by them, and their diſtreſſes, at ſuch a 
time as this, in ſome degree ſoftened, by the 


. adminiſtering ſuitable things! 


Secand-day morning, the apotheeary, who 
appeared very anxious to affiſt him, being 
n he queried about the FRINGE of. 

ſuch 
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ſuch a lobe of matter being thrown off hie 
weak body; and, the apothecary making ſome 
remarks implying: he thought it — he 
ſpoke with an audible voice on this wiſe: — 
My dependence is on the Lord Jeſus, who, I 
wth will forgive my fins, which is all I hope 
for; and, if it be his will to raiſe up this body 
again, I am content; and, if to die, I am re- 
ſigned; and, if thou canſt not be eaſy with- 
out trying to aſſiſt nature, I ſubmit. After 
which his throat was ſo much affected, that 
it was very difficult for him to ſpeak ſo as to 
be underſtood ; and he frequently wrote when 
he wanted any "thing. About the ſecond hour, 
on fourth-day morning, he aſked for pen and 
ink, and, at feveral times, with much diffi- 
culty, wrote thus : I believe my being here is 
in the wiſdom of Chriſt ; I know not as to life 
or death. ov 

About a quarter before ſix, the fame morn«» 
ing, he ſeemed to fall into an eaſy fleep, which: 
continued about half an hour; when, ſeeming! 
to awake, he breathed a few times with more 
difficulty, and nn ** 015 Won or 
ſtruggle! 


END OF THE JOURNAL; 
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James ili. 17. | 


The wiſdom; that is from above; is firfl pure, 


then peaceable, gentlo, and eaſy to be intreated, 
Full of mercy and good fruits, without partia- 
lity and without Herd. 
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M. mind hath often been affefttd with ſors 
row, on account of the prevailing of that 


ſpirit, which leads from an bumble waiting n 


the inward teaching of Chriſt, to purſite ways 


of living, attended with unneceſſary labour; 


and which draws forth the minds of many peb- 
; P 2 ple 


— 


e to ſeek after outward power, and to firive 

or riches, which frequently. introduce oppreſſion, 
and bring forth wars and grievous calamities. 
is with reverence that I acknowledge the 
"mercies of our beavenly Father, who, in infinite 
love, did wiſit me in my youth, and wrought a 
belief in me, that through true obedience a ſlate 
of inward purity may. be known in this life, in 
eubich we may love mankind in the ſame love 
with which our Redeemer loveth us, and there- 


in learn reſignation to endure hardſhips for the 
ỹ:az: IC TE... 
pile the eye is fingle, the whale boch ir 
te full of light,” Mat. vi. 22. but, for want 97 
this, ſelffh deſires, and an imaginary ſuperiori- 
ty, darken the mind ; hence injuſtice Frequently 
ꝑroceeds; and, . where this is the Caſe, to con- 
vince the judgement is the moſt fectual remedy. 
Where violent meaſures are purſued in oppoſing 
imuſtice, the paſſions and reſentments : of the in- 
jured frequintly operate in the proſecution of 
their deſigns x Ag after conflifts productive of 
very great calamities, the mind of contend: 
parties often remain as little acquainted 71 
Abe pure 5 ringipie of divine love, as they Tt xe 
before; but where people walk in that pure 
light in wabich all ther. works arg wrought 
« in God, John Iii. 21, and under oppreſſion 
perſeverg in the meek ſpirit, and abide firm in 
the cauſe of truth, witbout actively complying 
with oppraſiue demands, through theſe the 
Lord hath, often manifejied bis power, in open- 
tug the underſtandings of others, to the promo- 
king righteouſneſs in the earth, "Er 
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A. time, I believe, ts coming,” wherein, 25 
Ale work will ſo ſo "Bread and prevail, 
« Nation ſhall not hift up p fioord. again uſt nation, 
t nor leur udr any 1182 a " And 
as we, through the fender mercies of 2 do 
feel that this precious wark is begun, I am con- 
cerned to encourage my brethren and fiſters _ in 4 
boly care #nd diligence, that edth of us nity fo 
live, under the ſanctiſying power of truth, as 
to be redeemed from dll unneceſſary cares; that 
our eye being fingle to him, no cuſtoms, however 
prevalent, which are contrary to the wiſdom 
from above, may hinder us from faithfully fol 
owing his holy leadings, in e be may 


graciouſly e Joys 16. 
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HUMAN POLICY. 
AO. have our truſt ſettled in the Lord, 
and not to ſeek after nor defire out- 
ward treaſures, any farther than his 
Holy Spirit leads us therein, is a happy ftate ; 
as faith the prophet, © Blefſed is the man that 
< truſteth in the Lord, and whoſe hope the 
„Lord is.“ | fe 

Pure wiſdom leads people into lowlineſs of 
mind, in which they learn reſignation to the 
divine will, and contentment in ſuffering for 
his cauſe,' when they cannot keep a clear con- 
ſcience without ſuffering, 

In this pure wiſdom the mind is attentive to 
the root and original ſpring of motions and de- 
fires; and, as we know *© the Lord to be our 
refuge, and find no fafety but in humbly 
walking before him, we feel a holy engage- 
ment, that every defire which leads therefrom 
may be brought to judgement. | 

While we proceed in this precious way, 
and find ardent longings for a full ä 
. rom 


And HUMAN POLICY, 275 
from every thing which defiles, all proſpects 
of pain, that are not confiftent with the-wit- 
dom from above, att confidered as ſnares ; and 
an inward concern is felt, that we may live un- 
der the ctoſs, and faithfully attefid to that holy 
ſpirit which is ſufficient to preſerve” out of 
Kent 4-70) 209 $ct ee 
When I have confidered that faying of Chriſt, 
Matt. vi: 19, Lay not up tor yourſelves 
te treaſures upon earth,” his omnipotence hath 
often occurred to my mind. e 
While we believe that he is every where pre- 
ſent with his people, and that perfe& goodneſs, 
wiſdom, and power, are united in him, how 
comfortable is the conſideration! 5 
Our wants may be great, but his power 
is greater. We may be oppreſſed and deſpi- 
ſed, but he is able to turn our patient ſuffer- 
ings into profit to ourſelves, and to the ad- 
vancement of his work on earth. His 
people, who feel the power of his croſs, to 
crucify all that is ſelfiſ in them, who are 
engaged in outward concerns, from a con- 
vincement that it is their duty, and reſign 
themſelves, and their treaſures, to him; theſe 
feel that it is dangerous to give way to that 
in us, which craves riches and greatneſs in 
this world. e 
As the heart, truly contrite, earneſtly de- 
fires © to know Chriſt, and the fellowſhip 
„of his ſufferings,” Phil. iii. 10. ſo far as 
the Lord for gracious ends may lead into 
them ; as fuch feel that it is their intereſt to 
put their truſt in God, and to ſeek no gain 
| F 4 but 
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but that which he, by his Holy Spirit, leads 
into; ſo, on the contrary, they who do not 
reverentiy wait for this divine teacher, and 
are not humhly concerned, according to their 
meaſure, * to fill up that which is behind of 
« the afflictions of Chriſt,” Col. i. 24, in 


patiently ſuffering for the promoting righte+ 
ouſneſs in the earth, but have an eye toward 


the power of men, and the outward advan- 
of wealth, theſe are often attentive to 
thoſe. employments which appear profitable, 
even though the gains ariſe from ſuch a trade 
and buſineſs which proceed from the work- 
ings of that ſpirit, which is eſtranged from 
the ſelf-denying life of an humble n 
chriſtiaa. 
While I write on this ſubject, 1 feel my 
mind tenderly affected toward thoſe honeſtly- 
diſpoſed people, who have been brought up 
in employments en with. thoſe diffi- 
eulties. | 
To ſuch 1 may ſay, in the 52 of our 
heavenly Father's love, and: number myſelf 
with them, Oh! that our eyes may be ſingle to 
the Lord! may we reverently wait on him 
for ſtrength, to lay aſide all unneceſſary ex- 
pence of every kind, and learn contentment 
in a plain ſimple life. 
May we, in lowlineſs, ſubmit. to the lead- 
ings of his ſpirit, and enter upon any out- 
ward employ which he graciouſly points out 
to us, and then whatever difficulties ariſe, in 
confequence of our faithfulnefs, : I truſt they 


will work for our good. 
CN | Small 
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Small treaſure ito a reſigned mind is ſuffi 
eient. How happy is it too bei cantent witli 
a little, to live in humility, and feel that in 
us, which breathes out this language, 'Abbat 
Father - „ c int or 1,ombinte 

If that, called the wiſdom of this world, 
had no reſemblance of true wifdom,: the name 
of wiſdom, 1 n * * been“ _ 
to ite : 207 720 

As miſting outward - blankes to eau 
vain deſires, on one hand; ſo ſlothfu 
and neglect, on the other, do often involve 
men and their families in trouble, and reduce 
them to want and diſtreſs ; to ſhun both theſe 
oppoſite vices is good in itſelf, and hath a 
reſemblance of wiſdom; but while people, 
thus provident, have it principally in view to 
get riches and power, and the friendſhip of 
this world, and do not humbly. wait for the 
ſpirit of truth to lead them in purity; theſe; 
through an anxious care to obtain the end 
deſired, reach forth for gain in worldly wiſ- 
dom, and, in regard to their inwrard ftate; 
fall into divers temptations and ſnares. And 
though ſuch may think of applying wealth 
to good purpoſes, and to uſe their power to 
prevent oppreſſion, yet wealth and power are 
often applied otherwiſe; nor can we-de 
from the leadings of our holy dhe with 
out going into confuſion. 5 

Great wealth is frequently attended wah 
power, which nothing but divine love can 
qualify the. mind to uſe rightly ; and, as to 
the humility and uprightneſs of our chil- 

dren 


213 ON LAB OUR. 


dren: after us, how great is the uncertainty 
If, in acquiting wealth, we take hold on the 
wiſdorn which is from beneath, and depart 
from the leadings of truth,” and example our 
children herein, we have great cauſe to appre- 
hend that wealth may be a ſnare to them, and 
prove an injury to others, over whom their 
wealth may give them power. rt. 
To be redeemed from that wiſdom which 
is from beneath, and walk in the light of the 
Lord, is a precious fituation : thus his people 
are brought to put their truſt in him; and, in 
this humble confidence in his wiſdom, good- 
neſs,” and power, the righteous find a refuge in 
adverfities, ſuperior to greateſt outward helps, 
and a comfort more certain than any e 
ere can afford. | 


Oo LAB OU R. 


AVING, din my childhood, deen uſed 
to bodily labour for a ling, I may ex- 
proſe my experience therein. 

Night exerciſe” affords an innocent pleaſure 
in the time of it, and prepares us to enjoy the 
ſweetneſs of 'reſt ; but, from the extremes eneh 
way, ariſe inconveniences. 

Moderate exerciſe opens the pores, giver 
the blood a lively circulation, and the better 
enables us to judge rightly reſpeQing that 


en of labour which is the true medium. 
The 
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% The fowls: of the air ſow nat; nor gather 
into barns, yet our bheavenhy Heather feed 
eth them, Matt. vi. 263 nor de Libelieve. 
that infinite goodneſ and power wauld have 
allotted labour to us, had he not ſeen that la- 
hour was proper for us in this life. 
+ The originab defign and true medium of las 
bour are ſubjects tat, to me, appgar- nt 
of our ſerious confideration. 
Idie men are oſten a burden ta aheralal@s; 
_ Neglect the duty they owe to their families and 
become burthenſome to others alo 
As outward labour tends to our health, and: 
adds to our happineſs in this life, ſo, —_— 
contrary, entering upon it in a feltith ſpirit, an 
purſuing it too long or too hard, — 
trary effect. Pert IDE" 
I have obſerved, that to mock 2 not 
only makes the underſtanding dull, but ſa in- 
trudes upon the harmony of the body, that, 
after ceaſing from our toil, we have another to 
pals. through, before we can be ſa compoled as 
to enjoy the ſweetneſs of reſt, | ar: 
From too much, labour in tho; heat fle- 
quentiy proceed immoderate ſweats; which da 
often, I believe, open the way for diborders, 
and im pair our conſtitu tions 
„When we go beyond the- true: 5 
and feel wearineſs approaching, but think 
buſineſs may ſuffer if We ceaſe, at ſuch a 
time ſpirituous liquors. are frequently taken, 
with a view to e N naure under theſs fa- 


eigues. 
1 nine, 


as” 
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5e have found that too much labour, in the 
| faminer, beats the blood; that taking ſtrobg 
drinle, to ſupport the body under ſuch labour, 
increaſeth that heat; and that, though A per- 
ſon' may be ſo far temperate as not to manifeſt 
the leaſt diſorder, yet the mind, in ſach a cir- 
cutnſtance;' doth not retain that caloineſs' and 
ſerenity which” we ſhould endeavour to live 
* 8 
Thus wilting in the heat, and drinking 
Wes liquor, make men more reſolute and leſs 
conſiderate, and tend very much to aug 
from ſucceſsfully following him who is me 
and low of heart. 
As laying out buſineſs, more than is con- 
ſiſtent with pure wiſdom, is an evil, fo this 
evil frequently leads into more. Too much 
huſineſd leads to hurry. In the hurry and 
toil too much ſtrong drink is often uſed ; and 
hereby many proceed to noiſe and wanton- 
neſs, and 4 though more conſiderate, do 
often ſuffer loſs, as 'to a true compoſedneſs of 
mind. 

I feel Aburte defres in my heart, that 10 
rent, nor intereſt, might be laid fo high as 
to be a ſnare te tenants : that no defires of 
gain may draw any too far in buſineſs : that 

no cares, to ſupport cuſtoms which have not 
their foundation in pure wiſdom, may have 
place in our minds; but that we may build 
on the fure Foundation, and feel our holy 
Shepherd to lead us, who alone is able to pre- 
ſerve us, and bring forth From, every thing 
which —_—* 


Having 
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— . Having ſeveral, times, in my: travels, had 
opportunity to obſerve the lahoun and manner 


of life of great numbers of ſlaves, . ars (0 


me that the true medium is lamentably ne- 
glected by many who aſſign them theit portion 
5 r eli ast cada 


of | labour © 30) . 
this. time, con- 


LE 


Without ſaying much, at 
cerning buying and ſelling. men, for tetm af 
life, who have as juſt a right to liberty as we 
have; nor about the great miſeries and ef- 
Fuſion of blood, conſequent on promoting the 
flave-trade ; and to ſpeak as favourably 88 
may be, with regard to continuing thoſe in 
bondage who are amongſt us, we gannot ſay 
there is no partiality in it; for, whatever ten- 
derneſs may be manifeſted by individuals, in 
their life-time, toward them, yet for people 
to be tranſmitted, from a man to his poſterity⸗ 
in the, helpleſs condition of ſlaves, appears in- 
conſiſtent with the nature of the goſpel-ipix 
rit. From ſuch, proceedings it aftenjollows, 
that perſons in the decline of life gate a de- 
prived of monies equitably due to them, and 
committed to the care, and ſubjected te the 
ablolute power, of young pnexperienced men, 
who know be ile about the weaknes ef ald 
age, nor underſtand the language of detliping 
Where parents give their eſtates. to their 
children, and then depend on them for a 
maintenance, they ſometimes meet with great 
inconveniences ; but, if the power of poſſeſ- 
ſion, thus obtained, doth often reverſe. the 
obligations of gratitude and filial duty, and 
| makes 


3 
© 
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makes manifeſt, that youth are oſten igno- 
rant of the langunge of old age; now) Hard is 
the caſe of antient Negroes, who, deprived 
ofthe wages equitably que to them, are leſt 
to ydung people, who have been used to look 
upon them as their inferiors! 0 0 
Hor men to betiold the fruits of theit our 
withheld-from them, and poſſeſſed by othets, 
and in dd age find! themſelves Geflitute of 
thoſe:'comfortable' accommodations, nd "thi 
wider" cogard Which their! time '6f life re- 
its? *& A. N 

i When they feel pains . ane) Nitfaek, in mer 
zoints and limbs, weakneſs of appetite; and 
that à little labour is wearifome, and ſtill be. 
hold themſelves in the neglected uncomfortable 
eddion of a ſlave, and oftentimes to a young 
unſympathiſing man: 
or men to be thus treated FR ole gene- 
ration to another, who, beſides their own 
diſtreſſes, think on the ſlavery entailed on 
their poſterity, and are grieved, what diſ- 
agreeable thoughts maſt they have of the 
profeſſed followers of Jeſus! and how muſt 
their groans aſcend to that almighty fed i 
Wh will be a ende for che oppreſſed !” 
En IX. 9. A 
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Safer. the bite. children, fo, come unio me, and 
forbid them noi 5 for & fuch is ace 
Gol. Mark x. 14. „ e inen 106 IR WIGS: 440 Hir 
3 21 Nack aid” 
F O encourage 6s > hg do things win 
a vie to get praiſe of men to me ap- 
pears an obſtruction to their being inwardly 
acquainted with the ſpirit of truth Fur it 
is the work of the Holy Spirit to direct che 
mind to God, that in all our p 1 
we may have a ſingle, eye to e 8 
alms in ſecret, to faſt in ſecret, / — labour 
to keep clear of that diſpoſition teproved by 
our Saviour, * But all theic works tbey de 
« for to be ſeen of men, Matt. xxiii. % 31127, 

That divine light which enlightens all men, 


1 believe, does often. ſhine in the minds of 


children very early, and to humbly: whit fer: 
wiſdom, that our conduct toward them may! 
tend to forward their acquaintance: with. it 
and ſtrengthen them in obedience thereto 
appears to me to he a duty on al. 

By cheriſhing the ſpirit of pride, and, th; 
love: of, ptaiſe in them, I believe they may 
ſometimes improve faſter in learning, that 
otherwiſe they would ; but to take meaſutes- 
to forward children in learning, which na- 
turally tend to divert their minds from true 
ce . appears to me toſarour of the — 
gf th this World. F. 
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If tutors are not acquainted with ſanctifi- 
tion of ſpitit. nor experienced in an hum- 

5 waiting for the leadings of truth, but 
*. eg moexims of the wiſdom of this 
world, Tuch children, as are under their tu- 
ition, appear to me to be in danger of im- 
bibing thoughts and apprehenſions reverſe to 
chat / meekneſs and lowlineſs of heart which 
> neceſſary Hor: all hos true followers of 
r mild 7 | 


* Children, at an age fit for ſchools, are in a 
time of liſe which requires the patient atten- 
tion of pious people; and, if we commit them 
to the tuition of ſuch,” whoſe minds we be- 
Hews are not rightly prepared to train them 
Typ in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord; we ate in danger of not acting the 
part of faithful parents toward them; for 
heaveuly Father doth not require us to 
o evil. that good may come of it; and it is 
e that we deeply examine ourſelves, 
we get entangled in the wiſdom: of this 
World, and, through wrong apprehenſions, 
take ſuch methods, in education, as may 
Ep a great injury' to the minds of our chil-- 
ren 

It is a lovely ſight to behold innocent chil 
dren)! and when they are ſent to ſuch ſchools. 
where their tender minds are in imminent dan- 
ger. of being led aſtray by tutors who do not 
live a ſelf-denying life, or by the converſation / 
of ſuch children as do not live in INNOCENCE, 


it is a caſe much to be lamented, -- + - 
1 | Whils 


. OwSCROO 1 


While 2 pious tatur hath the charge of nd 
more: childten uban hte cgan take due care off 
and keeps his authority in the truth! the 


125 


goud ſpirit, in hich be leads and governs, 


works on the minds of ſuch as ate tot: hards 
ened and his labours not only tend to — 
them for ward in outward learning, 
open their underſtandings with hoc 45 
the true Ohriſtian life: but, where à perſon 
hath charge of too. many, and his thoughts 
and time ate ſo! much employed, in the outs 
ward affairs of his ſchool, that be does not 
fo wyrightily attend to the ſpirit and douduct 
of dach individual as to be enabled to admi⸗ 
niſter rightiy to all, in due feaſon'y-through 
ſuch omiſſion, he nat only ſuffers, as to the 
ſtate: of his own mind, but the minds of the 
children ate in danger of ſuffering alſo. 
To watch the ſpirit of children, to nurture” 
them in goſpel love, and to labour to help them” 
againſt that which would mar the beauty of 
their minds, is a debt we owe them; WA 4 
faithfal performance of our duty not onhy 
tends to their laſting benefit and our o 
peace, but alſo to render their pa agrees: 
able to us. 15 
Ingnaſtruction, thus | admigiReted;}. reaches 
the pure witneſs in the minds of ſuch chil- 
dren as are not hardened, and begets love in 


them toward thoſe who thus lead them on: 


but, where too great a number is committed 
to a tutor, and he, through much cumber, 


omits a carefal attention to the minds of chil- 


dren, there is danger of diſorders gradually 


. increaling 
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increaling-amongſt them, till the effects there- 
of. appear in _—_ conduct, too N to "DS 
cafily remedied. \ addy 4; + 4 

A care: hath lived: on my mind, chat more 
time might be employed by parents, at home, 
and/by tutors; — in weightily attend · 
ing: toi the ſpirit and inclinations of children, 
and that we imay ſo lead, inſtruct, and go- 
vern, them, in this tender part of lite, that 
nothing may be omitted, in our power, to 
help them on their way to become the chil- 
dren of out Father, who is in heaven. 
Meditating on the ſituation of ſchools, in 


our provinces; my mind hath, at times, been 


affected with ſorrow; and, under theſe exer- 
eiſes, it hath appeared to me, that, if thoſe, 
ho have large eſtates, were faithful ſtew- 
ards, and laid no rent, nor intereſt, nor other 
demand, higher than is conſiſtent with uni- 


verſal love; and if thoſe, in lower circumfſtans 


ces, would, under a moderate employ, ſhun 
unneceſſary expence, even to the ſmalleſt ar- 
ticle, and all:unite in humbly ſeeking to the 
Lord, he would graciouſly inſtruct us and 
ſtreugihen us to relieve the youth from 
various ſnares, | in which many of them are 
entapgied;® Foxes bob orntl 
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8 — — are opened by the 
& pure light, we experience that, through: 
an Ainind'nppe oaching to God, the mind is 
ſtrengthened in obedience; and that, by gra- 
— thoſe deſites Which are not of his be- 
getting, thoſe approaches to him are obſtruct 
* and the deceivable ſpirit gains ſtrength. 
Theſe truths being as it were (engraver 
upon our hearts, and our everlaſting intereſt; 
in Chciſt evidently concerned herein, we be- 
come fervently engaged, that nothing may 
be nouriſhed which tends to feed pride or- 
ſelf-love in us. Thus, in pure obedience, we 
are not only inſtructed in our duty to God, 
but alſo in the affairs which neceſſarily re- 


late to this life, and the ſpirit of truth, Which 


guides into all trüth, leavens the mind with 
a pious concern, that hatſoever Wwe do, im 
„ word or deed, hay be done in his name.“ 
Col. iii. 17. . 432 

- Hence ſuch haildiognd Cunt food and 
raiment, as beſt anſwer our neceſſities, and 
are the leaſt likely to feed that ſelfiſh ſpirit 
which is our enemy. are the moſt PA ni 
to us. 

In this ſtate the mind is tender, * in- 
wardly watchful, that the love -of gain draw: 


us not into any buſineſs, which may weaken 
_ qur love to our heavenly Father, or bring une 


neceſſary trouble to any of his creatures. 
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Thus the way. gradually opens. to ceaſe 


from that ſpirit, which craves riches and things 


fetched far, which ſo mixeth with the cuſ- 


| toms of this world, and ſo intrudes upon 


the true harmony of life, that the right me- 
dium of labour is very much departed. from, 
And, as the minds of people are ſetiled in a 
ſteady concern not to hold nor poſſeſs an 
thing but what may be held confiſtent with 
the wiſdom from above, they conſider what 
they poſſeſs as the gift of God, and are in- 
wardly exerciſed, that in all parts of their 
conduct they may act agreably to the nature 
af the peaceable government of Chriſt. 
A little ſapports ſuch a life; and, in a ſtate 
truly reſigned to the Lord, the eye is fingle, 
to ſee what outward employ he leads into, 
as. a means of our ſubfiſtence, and a lively 
care is maintained to hold to that Wee 


launching farther. 
There is a harmony in the dene! . of 


this divine work in the hearts of people; 


he, who leads them to ceaſe from thoſe gain- 


ful employments, carried on in that wiſdom 
which is from beneath, delivers alſo from the 
deſire after worldly greatneſs, and reconciles 
the mind mne plain, that a little doth 


fuffice. mV Hot! 


Here the real eee ee of life are not lef- 
ſened. Moderate exerciſe, in the way of true 
wiſdom, is pleaſant both to mind and body. 

Hood and raiment ſufficient, though in the 
greateſt Nen 18 nnen with content 


and — fl ed 4047 Ven den 
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The mutual love, ſubſiſting between the 
Faithful followers of Chriſt, is more pure than 
that friendſhip which is not ſeaſoned with 
humility, how fees 3 the N= 
ande- bs 358 76 TELE" 

Where people depart from pure blem in 
one caſe, it is often an introduction to depart 
from it in many more; and thus a ſpirit 
which ſeeks for outward greatneſs, and leads 
into worldly wiſdom! to attain it and —_— 
it, gets po oſſeſſion of the mind. mart 

In — the cuſtomary Mane from 
the true medium of labour, and that unne- 
ceſſary toil Which many go through, in ſup- 
porting outward warn wg "wh in 
delicacies: jor! 

In beholding bow the true Selene of life 
is changed into hurry, and that many, by 
_ eagerly purſuing | outward treaſure, are in 
oreat danger of withering: as to the n 
ſtate of the mind: 1 ork 

In meditating on the 1 of this foirls, 
and on the deſolations it makes amongſt the 
profeſſors of chriſtianity; I may thankfully 
acknowledge, that I often feel pute love be- 
get longings in my heatt, for the exaltation 
of the peaceable kingdom of Chriſt, and an 
engagement to labour according to the gift 
beſtowed on me, for the promoting an hum- 
ble, plain, temperate, way of living: a life, 
where no unneceſſary cares nor expences 
may encumber our minds, nor leflen our a- 
bility to do good; where no daſires after 
righens or greatneſs, may lead into hard deal - 
ings 
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ing; whers do connections with ' world) y- 
minded men may abate our love” to God, 
nor weaken à true Zeal ſor righteouſgeſs: a 
life, wherein we may diligently labour for 
reſignedneſs to do, and ſuffer, Whatever Sur 
heavenly Father may allot for den Lok rebbn- 
ciling the world to himſelff. 80 
When the prophet Ifaiah bad ottered his 
viſion, and declared that a time was coming 
wherein ** ſwords ſhould be beat into plough- 
« ſhares, and ſpears into pruning-hooks,' and 
« that nation ſhould: not lift up ſword againſt 
© nation, nor learn war any more ;” he im- 
mediately directs the minds of Pebple to the 
divine Teacher in this remarkable language, 
O houſe of Jacob, come ye and let us walk 
in the light of the Lord.“ Ifaiah ii. 75. 
To wait for the direction of this Light, in 
all temporal as well as ſpititual concerns, ap- 
ars neceſſary; for if in any caſe we enter 
fehl into temporal affairs, without feeling 
this ſpirit of truth to open our way therein, 
and through the love of this world proceed 
on, and ſeek for gain by that buſineſs, or 
traffic, which “ is not of the Father, but of 
the world,” 1 John ii. 16, we fail in our 
teſtimony to the purity and peace of his go- 
vernment, and get into that which is for 
chaſtiſement. 
This matter hath "Oo eg my mind, 
it being evident, that a life leſs humble, leſs 
ſimple and plain, than that which Chriſt 
leads his ſheep into, does neceſſarily require 
a ſupport, (which pure wiſdom does not pro- 
| vide 
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vide for; hence there is no probability *. cur 

being * a peculiar people, lo zealous of god 
Works, as to have no fellowſhip with works 
. « of darkneſs,” Titus ii. 14. Epheſ. v. 11, 
while we have wants to ſupply. which have 
their foundation in cuſtom, and do not come 
within the meaning of thoſe expreſſions, 
«« your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have 
* need of all theſe things.“ Matt. vi. 32. 

Theſe things which he beholds neceſſary 
for his people, he fails not to give them in 
his own way and time; but as his ways are 
above our ways, and his thoughts above our 
thoughts, ſo imaginary wants are different 
« from theſe things which he knoweth that 
6. we have: need.0f;: 2 54: t ft yp PET BG 

As my meditations have been on cheſe 
things, compaſſion hath filled my heart to- 
ward my fellow-ereatures, involved in cuſ- 
toms, grown up in © the wiſdom of this 
« world, which is fooliſhneſs. with God,“ 
1 Cor. iii. 19; and O that the youth may be 
{o-. thorqughly experienced in an humble 
walking before the Lord, that they may be 
his children, and know of to be their re- 
fuge, their ſafe unfailing refuge! through 
the various dangers attending this uncertain 
ſtate of being. 

If thoſe whoſe minds are redenmad from 
the love of wealth, and who are content with 
a plain, ſimple, way of living, do yet find that 
to conduct the affairs of a family, without 
giving countenance to unrighteous proceed- 
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41 or having fellowſhip with works 5 = 
darkoeſs, the moſt diligent care is neceſſary. 

If cuſtoms, diftinguiſhable from ugiverſal 
righteouſneſs, and oppoſite to the true ſelf- 
denying life, are now prevalent, and ſo mix- 
ed with trade, and with almoſt every em- 
ploy, that it is only through humble waiting 
on the inward guidance of truth, that we 
may reaſanably hope to walk ſafely, and ſup- 
port an uniform teſtimony to the peaceadle 
government of Chriſt;  _ 

If this be the caſe, how lamentably 20 they | 
expoſe themſelves to temptations, Who give 
way to the love of riches, conform to expen- 
five living, and reach forth for gain, to ſup» 
port cuſtoms, which our haly aps eade 
not the. 
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AND HOW IT IS TO BE MAINTAINED, 


Firſt printed in the year 1770. 


<<: 


M1CAH v. 7. 


And the remnant of Jacob ſhall be in the 
midſt of many people as a dew from the Lord, 
as the ſhowers upen the graſs, that tarrieth 


not for man, nor waireth for the ſons of men. 


INTRODUCTION. 
A S mankind from one parent are divided into 


many families, ana as trading to ſea 1s 
greatly incr caſed within a ou ages paſt; amidſt 
this 
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this extended commerce, how neceſſary is it that 
the profeſſed followers of Chrift keep ſacred his 
holy name, and be employed about trade and 
traffic no farther than juſtice and equity evi- 
dently accompany! that we may give no juſt 
cauſe of offence to any, however diflant or un- 
able to plead their own cauſe; and may cantinu- 
ally keep in view the ſpreading of the true and 
Saving knowledge of God, and his fon Feſas 
Chreft, amongſt our fellow-creatures, which, 
through his infinite love, ſome feel to be more 
ecious than any other treaſure. 


CONSTDERATIONS 


ON THE. EE % 20h 
TRUE. HARMONY, 
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AND HOW 1T 18 TO BE MAINT ATi ; 


Ci HA I. 


On ſerving the Lord in our outward cs 


ments. 


NDER the bumbling diſpenſations 

of the Father of mercies, I have felt 
an inward labour for the good of my fellow» 
creatures, and a concern that the holy Spirit, 
which alone can reſtore mankind to a ſtate of 
true harmony, may with ſingleneſs of heart 
be waited for and followed. 

I truſt there are many under that viſitation, 
which, if faithfully attended to, will make 
them quick of underſtanding in the fear of the 
Lord, and qualify with firmneſs to be true 
patterns of the chriſtian life, who in living 
and walking may hold forth an invitation to 
others, to come out of the entanglements of 
oo ſpirit of this world. 

And 
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0 And that which I feel firſt to expreſs i is a 
care for thoſe who are in citrumſtances which 
appear difficult, with reſpect to ſupportin 
their families in a way anſwerable to pure wit” 
dom, that they may not be allo ed, but 
remember that, in humbly obeying the lead- 
ing. of Chriſt, he owneth us, as his friends ; 
% Ye are my friends” if ye do whatſoever I 
* command you; and to be a friend to 
Chriſt is to be united to him who hath all 
power in heaven and in earth; and, though a 
woman may forget her fucking child, yet will 

he not forget his faithful ones. 

The condition of many who dwell in cities 
hath often affected me with a brotherly ſym- 
perhy, attended with a defire that reſigua- 
tion may be laboured for; and, where the ho- 
ly Leader directeth to a country-life, or ſome 
change of «employ, he may be faithfully fok 
er for, under the refining hand of the 
Lord, I have ſeen that the inhabitants of ſome 
cities are greatly increaſed, through ſome 
branches of bufineſs which his holy Spirit 
doth not lead into; and that being entangled 
in theſe things tends. to bring a cloud over 
the minds of people convinced of the leadings 
of this holy Leader, and obſtructs the coming 
of the kingdom of Chriſt on earth as it is in 
heaven. 

Now, if we indulge a deſire to imitate our 
neighbours in thoſe things which harmonize 
not with the true Chriſtian walking, theſe 
entanglement may hold faſt to us, and fome, 

who, 
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who, in an N time, feel. tender ſctu- 
ples, with to their manner of life,' 
may. took on the example: of: others more no- 
ted in the church, Who ye nat be re- 
fined from [every degree of fins ilar by: 
] on thete , exptnples, and; dafiring o 
ſupport their families in a way pleaſant: to 
the natural mind, there may be danger of the 
worldly wiſdom gaining ſtrength in them, and 
of their departure from that pure feebng: of 
truth, which, if faithfully e would 
teach contentment in "the: rg will, clever in 
a very low eſtate. Y1C$19\21199 uin act at 
One, formerly forakings on the profitables» 
neſs | of; true humility, faith: He diat 
troubles not himſelf: with anxious thoughts 
for more than is neceſſary lives dittle! Iss 
than the life of angels, whit, by a mind 
content with little, he imitates their want 
af nothing. e Primitive Chriſtianity! 
I oo 199952 4,; Ai G1 4018 
t is not 3 15 Tertullian, that a 
Chriſtian be chaſte and modeſt; but he muſt 
appear to be fo: a virtue, of which he ſhould 
have ſo great a ſtore, that it ſhould flow from 


his mind upon his habit, and break from the 


retirements of his conſcience into the ſuper- 
ficies of his life.” Same book, page 43 

** The garments 'we wear, ſays Clemens, 
ought to be mean and frugal : that is true ſim- 
plicity of habit which takes away what is vain 
and ſuperfluous ; that the beſt and moſt ſolic 
garment, which is the tartheſt from curioſity.“ 


Page 49. 


Though 
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Though the change from day to night is 
by: a motion ſo gradual-as ſcarcely to be per- 
ceived, yet [when night is come we behold it 
very different from the day; and thus, as: 
people become wiſe in their own eyes and 
prudent in their own ſight, cuſtoms riſe up 


from the ſpirit of this world, and ſpread by 


little and little, till a departure from the 
ſimplicity/that there is in Chriſt becomes as 
diſtinguiſhable as light from a to ſuck: 
as are cruciſied to the world. icy; 

Our holy Shepherd, to encourage bis flock: 
in firmneſs and perſeverance, - reminds them: 
of his love for them, as the Father hath 
loved me, ſo have I loved you; continue ye: 
* in my love; and in another place graci- 
ouſly points out the danger of departing there- 
from, by going into unſuitable employments; 
this he repreſents in the ſimilitude of offence: 
from that uſeful active member, the hand; 
and, to fix the inſtruction the deeper, names 
the right hand, © If thy right hand offend 
<. thee, cut it off and caſt it from thee” — If 
thou feeleſt offence in thy employment, hum 
bly follow him who. leads into all truth, and 
is a ſtrong and faithful friend to thoſe who. are 
refigned to him. 

Again, he points out thoſe things which, 
appearing pleaiant to the natural mind, are 
not beſt for us, in the ſimilitude of offence 
from the eye, © It thy right eye offend thee, 
«* pluck it out and caſt it from thee.” To 
pluck out the eye, or cut off the hand, is at- 


tended with ſharp pain; and how precious is 
| the 


OurwAib EMPLOYMENTS.” 239 


the inſtruction which our Redeemer: thus opens 
to us! that we may not faint: under the moſt 
painful trials; but put out truſt in him, even 
in him who ſent an angel to feed Elijah in the 
wilderneſs! who fed a multitude with a few 
barley loaves,” and is no- as attentive. to the 


; 


wants of his people as ever! CIS et 


The prophet Iſaiah repreſents the. uncigh= 
teous doings of the Iſraelites toward the pobe 
as the fruits of an effeminate life, . As for my 
*© people, children are their oppreſſors, and 
*© women rule over them; what mean ye 
ti that ye beat my people to pieces, and grind 
= the faces of the poor? ſaith the Lord God. 
Then he mentions the haughtineſs of the 
daughters of Sion, and enumerates hf ne 
naments, as inſtances of their vanity, | 
hold which the poor were ſo hardly dealt ws) 
that he ſets forth their poverty, their learmeſs, 
and inability to help themſelves, !in' the ſimili- 
tude of a man maimed by violence or beaten 
to pieces,” and forced to endure the painful 
operation of having his face gradually worn 
away in the manner of grinding. bbb 

And I may here add, that, at times hell 
I have felt true love open my heart towards 
my fellow- creatures, and been en "Tt 
weighty converſation in the cauſe of righte- 
ouſneſs, the inſtructions I have received, un- 
der theſe exerciſes, in regard to the true uſe 
of the outward gifts of God, have made deep 
a EY Ne N on _ mind. = 


I have 
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IT have here; beheld; how the deſire to pros 
vide wealth, and to uphold a delicate liſo 
hath grievouſly:- entangled. many, and been 
like ſnates to their | offspring a and though 3 
ſome have been affected with a ſenſe of their 14 
difficulyes,”: and appeared deſirous, at times 5 
to be helped out of them; yet, fon want of 
ahiding under the humbling. power of truth, 
they have continued in theſe entanglement 
for in remaining -conformable to this | warld, 
and giving way to a delicate life, this ex- 
penſive way of living, in parents and in 
children, bath called for a large ſupply, and 
in anſwering this call the faces of the poor”. 
haye been: groond away. and made thin . 
r 311195 8712 1 5 
There is balm, there is 2 phyſician ang | 
O:what longings do 1 fect! that we may em- 
brace;4be:imeaps: appointed for our healing; 
and know: that removed: which miniſters: now 
cauſe, for the. orios of many people, to aſcend 
to heaven againſt their oppreſſors, re. has we 
mayznte the true harmony reſtored! * 
Behold how han and how pleaſant inde ; 
« fas. brethren to. dwell together in unity!“ 
The mature df this unity is thus opened by 
the apoſile; H we : walkuind the light, as 
« Chriſt is in the light, we ſhall have fellow- 
« Hip one with another, and the blood of 
« Chriſt will cleanſe us from all fin,” + 
The land may be polluted with innocent 
blood, which like the blood of Abel may cry 
10 the Almighty; but thoſe who © walk in 


** the ſight as Chriſt is in the light,” they 
know 
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koow.the'** Lamb of God, WhO taketh away 


W Aa nne t Soto 209 ee eee 17 
Wallcing is a phraſe flequontly uſed; in ſorip- 
ture, to Bret outs journey thrbugh life, 
and appears to comprehend the waribis affairs 
and tranſactions propłtiy relating to our be- 
ing in this world!? ft eee 
light; and it our walking be thus, and in 
very affair and concern we faithfully follow 
this divine Leeder, he preſerves from glving 
Juſt cauſe for any to quarrel with us; ad, 

- Where this foundation is laid, aid tautually | 
kept to, by families converſant” with each” 6+ 
ther, the way is open for theſe comforts in 
ſociety, which our heavenly Father intends 
as a part of our happineſs in this world ? and 
then we may experienee the govtineſs and 

leaſantneſs of dwelling together in unty; 
vt, where ways of living take place, which 
tend to oppreſſion, and, in the purſuir ' 
wealth, people do that to others Which they 
know would not be acceptable te ruẽ,L,⁰ñö eweis, 
either in exerciſing an abel ur h 
them, or otherwiſe laying on them untq us 
able burdens ; hert a fear, Jefb: that meuſury © 
ſhould be meted to them Which they higve'*? 
meaſured to others, incites à ca 60 ſuppont 
that by craft and ounuing devices Which ſtands 
not on the firm foundation of righteoutheſs* 
thus the harmony of ſociety is broken, and from 
hence commotions and wars do frequently aliſe 
in the world. 3% 91 Aries A019 07 
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.* Come out of Babylon, my people, that 
00 be not partakers of her ſins, and that ye 


« receive not of her plagies:” Rev. xv. 3 4. 


This Babel, or Babylon, was built in the 
ſpirit of 'ſelf-exaltation : © Let us build us a 
, city and a tower, whoſe top may 7 reach to 
© heaven, and let us make us a name.“ Gen. 
xi. 4. In departing from an humble. truſt in 
God, and following a felfiſh ſpirit, people 
have intentions to get the upper-hand of their 
fellow-creatures, privately meditate on means 
to obtain their ends, and have a languages in their 
Hearts which is hard to underſtand. In Babel 
the language is confounded. 

This city is repreſented as a place of buſi- 
neſs, and thoſe employed in it as merchants 
of the earth: The merchants of the earth 
« are waxed rich through the abundance of 
her delicacies.” Rev. xvii. 3. 

And it is remarkable, in this call, that hs 
language, from the Father of mercies is, My 
ples Come out of Babylon, my people! 
Thus his tender mercies are toward us in an 
Unperſect ſtate; and, as we faithfully attend 
to _ m— the path of righteouſneſs is more 
— eravings, which have not 
Lek org nn in pute wiſdons, more and 
more ceaſe; and, in an, inward 1 purity: of 
Heart, we experience a reſloration of that 
Which was loſt at Babel, repreſented by the 
inſpired prophet 1 in the returning of a _ 
language.“ Zeph. iii. 9. 

Happy for them who humbly attend to 
the call Come out of Babylon, my people.” 


* 


For 


| 
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For though. in goipg fotth we may meet with 
trials, which for a time may he: painful, yet, 
as we bow in true. humility, and; continue in 
it, an evidence is felt that God onhy eis wiſe; 
and that, in weaning us from all that is ſelf- 
iſh; he Pt EPares the.,way to a quiet habitation 
where all our deſires are bounded by his, wiſe 
dom. ' And; an cxercife - of ſpirit attends. me, 
that we, who are convinced of ithe pure lead- 
ings of t:uth, may bow in the deepeſt reve- 
rence, and fr 9 regard this leader 
that many, Who are grieyoully. entangled in a 
wildernels of vain cuſtoms, map look upon 
us, and be inilructed. Agd Oh! that ſugh, as 
have plenty of this, world's gods; ; may be 
faichful in that with which, therare enttuit- 
ed! and cyample, others in the e e 
walking. 5 Kn Sr 1) 203 
Our bleſſed 3 ee o ug 
greatneſs, compares, himſelf 49: 00%; raking 
and attending on οοο ταοι̊qανν·αννο ν,ẽ& 
*« Whether is Bead, | he aj 2 at me 
c or he that {zcycth?. Is. 
it at meat? but I am amon "you as. 2 that 
, ſerveth.” Luke xxii. 27 
hus, in a world greatly 1 here 
men aſpiring. to outward greatneſs, w * My 
to oppreſs others to ſupport their 46 igns, he, 
who was of the higheſt deſcent, , being the 
Son of Ged, and greater than any amongſt 
the greateſt families of men, by his example 
and doctrines forecloſed his followers from 
dlaiming any ſhew of outward greatneſs, from 
i: ori any 
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ny ſuppoſed ſuperiority in themſelves, or 

heel from their anceſtörs. 

"He, Who was greater thatt earthly Stet) 
was Hot only meek and low of heart, but his 
outward appearance was plain and lowly, 
and free from every ſtain of the Pult of this 
world. 

Such was the bxamnple of our bleſſed Re- 
deemet; of whom the beloved diſciple ſaid, 
He, chat faith Be abideth in him, ought alſo 
« to walk even as he walked.” 

John Bradford, who ſuffered martytdom 
under queen Mary, wrote a letter to his 
friends out of priſon, a ſhert time before he 
was burnt, in which are theſe expreſſions; 
« Confider your dignity as children of God 
and temples "of the Holy. Ghoſt, and mem- 
ders of Chris be aſhamed therefore to think, 
or a6 avy thing, unſeemly for God's 
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. Lig. thy kd hath been brought i into a 
brother feeling with the poor, as to 
the bars. ph is life, who are under trials 
Pres: to getting a living in a way an- 
erable to 5 purity of truth; a labour of 
heart 
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heart hath attended me, that their WAY. may 

| ; "45 3 Bf ov SA PS 7 
not be made difficult through the love of m- 
ney in thoſe who are tried with plentiful eſtates, 
but that they with tenderneſs of heart may 


deep fee t | purity; 
in which the wiſdom of the world hat 


ment from true reſignation, the ID ut £ $47 
world caſts up a way; in which £aln is mi: 
times principally attended to, and in whict 
there is a ſelfiſn application of outward tret- 
ſures. T f 

How agreeable to the true Rarmony of ſo- 
ciety is that exhortation of the apoſtle! 
Look not every man on bs -n things, 
% but every man on the things of others, 
& Let this mind be in you Nh I was alſo in 
« Chriſt Ieſu nn. eee DN 

A perſon in outward proſperity may have 
the power of n but, the ſame 
mind being in him which is in Chriſt Jeſus, 

| 1 he 
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He may feel a tenderneſs of heart toward 
thote df Tow degree; and, inſtead of ſetting 
himſelf above them; may lock upon it as an 
unmerited\ favour that his way through life 
is wore taly than the way cf many others; 
may improve every opportunity of leading 
5 out of "thoſe cuſtoms which have en- 
engled the family; employ his time in loc k- 
ing into the wants of the poor members; and 
hold forth ſuch a perfect example of humili- 
ation, that the pure witneſs may be reached in 
many minds, and the way opened for a har- 
monious walking together. N 
Jeſus Chriſt, in promoting the happineſs 
of others, was not deficient in looking for the 
helplets who lay in obſcurity, nor did he 
fave any thing to render himfelf honourable 
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© amongſt men, which might have been of 
| more ufd tothe weak members in his Father's 
[ family; bf "whoſe compaſſion toward us I 


may now ſpeak à little. He, who was per- 
fectly happy in' Fimſelf, moved with infinite 
10% , * took nöt upon him the nature of an- 
ce gels, but our imperfect nature, and 
therein wieſtled wih the temptations which 
attend us in this life ; and, being the Son of 
RIM who is greater than earthly prinecs, yet 
became a companion to poor fincere-heart- 
ed men; and, though he gave the cleareſt 
evidence that divine power attended him, yet 
the moft unfavourable conſtructions were 
framed by a ſelf-righteous people; thoſe! 
mitaeles reprefented as the effect of a diabo- 
lical power; and endeavours uled to render” 
him 
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«4. 4 


the apprehenſion of diſtreſs, .. our dear Re- 
deemer, who was perfectly ſincere, having 
the ſame human nature which we have, and 


feeling, a little before he was apprehended, 


the weight of that work upon him for which 
he came into the world, was ſorrowful 


even unto death :” here the human nature 


ſtruggled to be excuſed from a eup ſo bitter; 
bur his prayers centered in reſignation: © Not 
% my will, but thine, be done.“ In this con- 
flict, ſo great was his agony, that ſweat, 
* like drops of blood, fell from him to the 
ed, e 

Behold now, as foretold by the prophet, he 
is in a judicial manner “ numbered with the 


man of no reputation, ſtanding before the 


1 


high · prĩeſt and elders, and before Herod aid 


Pilate, where witneſſes appear againſt Him, 
and he, mindful of the moſt; gracions deſign, 
of his coming. declineth to plead in his awa 
defence, but, as a ſheep that is, dumb her 
« fore his ſhearer,” ſo he, under thany accuftg 
ons, revilings, and buffetings, 'remaiteth, fi- 
lent. And, though he ſignified to Peter that 
he had acceſs to power ſufficient, to ayerthtaw 
all their outward forces, yet; retaining a reſig- 
nation to ſuffer for the ſins of mankind, he 
exerted not that power, but permitted them 

R 4 oo no 


„og whatthey dot”... 
„Now, this piad being n which Was 
36. beat Jeſus © removes, from our hearts, 
t 
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gd on in their malicious de ſigns, and pro- 
nouncs. him ie be worthy: af death, even him 
who was pt: fect in gaodneſs: thus, © in his 
% humiliation, his juggement was taken a- 
« way, apd, he, like ſome vile criminal, 
« led ag a lamb to the ſlaughter.” Under 
theſe heavy trials (though poor unſtable Pilate 
Was convinced of his innocence, yet) the peo- 
ple generally looked upon him as a decciver 
and blaſphemer, and the approaching puniſh- 
ment as a juſt judgement upon him: * They 
« eſteemed him ſmitten; of God and afflicted.” 
So great had been the ſurprize of his diſciples, 
at his being taken by armed men, that they 
« farfook him and fled ;” thus they hid the ir 
faces from him; be was deſpiſed ; and by 
cht ir Fopduct it appeared as though. they et 
* teemed him not. . 
Hie GOAL de that qpinion, of his being 


nitten of God and afflicted, it was: for our 


y = 


ſakes that he; Was put to gtief: be was 


** wounded for our tranſgreſſions; he was 


d bruiſed far our iniquities; and, under the 


on for the inſtrumenls of. bis miſery, la- 
zoured as their advocate, and, in the deeps of 
affliction, with an ..upconguerable patience, 
cried out, © Father, forgive them z they know 


je defire of ſuperiority, worlely honour, or 


greatne(s ; a deep attention is felt to the di- 


Vine countellor, and an ardent engage ment 
* 1 


Weg of them. manifeſting the deepeſt com- 
Da 
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to promote, as far as Wwe may be enabled, the 

happineſs of mankind univerſally. This ſtate, 

where every motion from a ſelfiſh ſpirit yield- 

eth to pure love, I may, with gratitude to the 
F Father of  mercies, acknowledge, is often o- 
1 pened before me, as a pearl to dig after at- 
tended with a living concern, that, amongſt 
4 the many nations and families on the earth, 
7 thoſe who believe on the Meſſiah, that “ he 
1 « was manifeſted to deſtroy the works of the 
1 e devil,“ and thus to“ take away the fins of 
0 * the world,“ may experience the will of our 
9 heavenly Father * may he done on earth 
* <*©-as:1t is in heaven.” Strong are the 'defires 
WM I often feel, that this holy profeſſian may re- 
 =_ main unpolluted, and the believers in Gun 


2 


8 


= may ſo abide in the pure inward feeling of bis 
ſpirit, that the wiſdom from above may ſhide 
forth in their living, as a light hy which others 
may be inſtrumentally helped du their way, in 
the true harmonious Walking 
rg tagn TUO, 1 
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\ V HERE the treaſures of pure love are 
1 Wy : Op 


: Chaſte, and aicare is felt that the unction from 
the Holy One may be aur leader in every un- 
In 
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In being crucified to the world, broken- 
off from that friendſhip. which is enmity with 
God, and dead to the cuſtoms and faſhions 
which have not their foundation in the truth, 
the way is prepared to lowlinefs in outward 
living, and to a difentanglement from thoſe 
inves which attend the love of money; and 
vacre the faithful friends of Chriſt are fo fi- 
tuated that merchandize appears to be their 
duty, they feel a reſtraint from proceeding 
farther than he owns their proceeding, being 
convinced that ** we are not our own, but are 
© bought with a price, that none of us may 
£ hve to. ourſelves, but to him who died for 
* us.” 2 Corin. v. 15. Thus they are taught 
_ only to keep to a moderate advance and 

rightneſs in their dealings, but to conſi- 
af the tendency of their proceeding ; to do 
nothing which they know. would operate a- 
gainſt the cauſe of univerſal righteouſneſs 3. and 
to keep continually in view the ſprea ding of 
the peaceable kingdom of Chriſt amongſt man- 
kind. X 

The prophet ach ſpike of the en 
church, in the fimilitude of a city, where 
many being employed were all preſerved in 
purity: * They ſhall call them the holy peo- 
* ple, the wetted of the Lord, and thou 
“ ſhalt be called ſought out, a city not for- 
faken.“ Ixti. 10. And the apoſtle, after 
mentioning the myſtery of Chrilt's ſufferings, 
exhorts, © Be ye holy in all manner of con- 
«'yerfation.” 1 Pet. i. 15. There is a con- 


verſation neceſſary in trade; and there is a 
converſation 


TH» 


*N 
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converſation” ſo c foreign from the nature of 
Chriſt's kingdom, that it is repreſented in the 


ſimilitude of one man puſhing” another with 


a warlike weapon: There is that ſpeaketh 
< like the piercings of a ward.” Prov. xii. 18. 
Now, in all our concerns, it is neceſſary that 


the leading of the ſpirit of Chriſt be humbly 
waited for and faithfully followed, as the on- 


ly means of being preſerved chaſte as an holy 
people, who © in all things are circumſpect,“ 


Exod. xxiii. 13. that nothing we do may ca 


the appearance of approbation of the works of 


| wickedneſs, make the unrighteous more at eaſe 


in unrighteouſneſs, or occaſion the injuries 
committed againſt the oppreſſed to be more 
lightly looked over, 

Where morality is kept to and ſupported 
by the inhabitants of a country, there is a 
certain reproach attends thoſe individuals a- 
mongſt them, who manifeſtly deviate there- 
from. Thus, if a perſon of good report is 
charged with ſtealing goods out of an open 
ſhop in the day-time, and on a public trial 
found guilty, and the law in that caſe put in 
execution, he therein ſuſtains a loſs of repu- 
tation; but, if he be convicted a ſecond and 
third time of the like offence, his good name 
would ceaſe amongſt ſach as knew - theſe 
things. If his neighbour, reputed an honeſt 
man, were charged with buying goods of 
this thief, at a time when the purchaſer knew 
they were ſtolen, and on a public trial found 
guilty, this purchaſer would meet with diſ- 
eſteem; but, if he perſiſted in buying ſtolen 

* goods, 
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goods, knowing them to be ſuch, and was 
Piblicly convicted thereof a ſecond and third 
ume; he would no longer be confidered as an 
haneſt man by them who knew theſe t things ; 

vor would it appear of good report to be 


found in his Pl 7 0 buying his traffic, 


till ore evident tokens of Gincere repentance 
appeared in him, But where iniquity is 
committed openly, and the authors of it are 
not brought to juſtjce, nor put to ſhame, 
their hands grow ſtrong. Thus the general 
corruption of the Jews, ſhottly before their 
ſlate was broken up by the Chaldeans, is de- 
fcribed by their boldneſs in impicty ; far, as 
thcir leaders were connected together i in Wick» 
edneſs, they ſtrengthened. one another, and 


grew. confident: Were they aſhamed. when 


they had committed e ?” nay, 
* they were not at all aſhamed, neither could 
they bluſh.” Jer. vi. 15. On which account 
the 1250 thus expoſtulates with them; What 
hath my beloved to do in my houſe, ſeeing 
„ ſhe hath wrought lewdneſs with many? 
„ and the holy fleſh is paſſed from thee ; 
& when thou doeſt evil, then thou rejoiceſt.“ 


Jer. xi. 15. 


Now the faithful friends of Chriſt, who 
hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, and in- 
wardly breathe that his kingdom may come 
on earth as it is in heaven, he teacheth 
to be quick of underſtanding in his fear, and 
to be very attentive to the means he may ap- 
point for promoting pure righteouſneſs in the 
earth; and, as ſhame is due to thoſe whoſe 

works 
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works tht core. e the gracio 
deſign of his ſu 
thei minds that no 57 55 Ss, "wore 
ſupp potted, thay bials* thay þ wats ements, but 
hat they may 5375 by 8 ini the croſs, 
u& which may not 
contribute t6 hen the hands of the 
wicked in ia ckedneſs, ot, to tetnove 
ſhame From thoſe to __ it is juſtiy due. 
The coming of that day is precious in which 


we experience the truth of this expreſſion x 


« 'The Lord, our righteouſneſs,” Jet. xiii. 6 
and feel him to be made unto. us ite 
and ſanctification— | 

The example. of a f hteous man is often 
looked 4t' with attention. Where r righteous 
men join in buſineſs their company gives en- 
couragement to others; and as one grain of 
incenſe, deliberately offered to the prince of 
this world, renders an offering to God in that 
ſtate 'unacceptable 3 and from thoſe eſteemed 


leaders of the people may be inju 1 to the 


weak; it requires deep hamilicy heart to 
follow him faithfully, Fades In gives found | 
wiſdom and the ſpirit of true diſcerning ; and 
Oh! how neceflary it is to conſider the weight 
of a holy p rofeflivn! 

The Conduct of ſome Kemetly: gave occa- 
fon of complaint againſt them; Thou haſt 
4 defiled thy ſanctuaries by the multitude of 
« thine Iniquities, by the iniquity. of thy 
4 traffic.” Ezek. xxviii. 18. And in ſeveral 
pee it is charged againſt Iſrael that they 

ad polluted the holy name, 
The 
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The prophit Iſaiah repreſents inward ſanc- 
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86 bribes.” oy 19” 1 7 
Again, where any intereſt is ſo connected 


with care, that they do not, by an unguarded 
| | friendſhip | 
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ciendlbip with the authors, of +it, appear like 


unconcerned lookers- on, but Las people ſo 


deeply affected with ſorrow, that they cannot 


endure to ſtand by and behold it; this he re- 


preſents in the ſimilitude of a man lien 
his eyes from ſeeing evil. 

„% Who, amongſt us, ſhall dwell with: the 
« « devouring fire? Who, amongſt us, ſhall d well 
10 with everlaſting burnings? He that walk 
„eth righteouſly and ſpeaketh uprightly: he 
% that deſpiſeth the gain of oppreſſians, that 
„ ſhaketh his hands from holding of bribes. 
« that ſtoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, 
« and ſhutteth his eyes from me Evil.” 8 
Iſaiah xxxiii. 14, 15. 

Ne proceeds, in che ſpirit of 3 inns to 
new how the faithful, being ſupported under 
temptations, would be preſerved from that 
defilement that there is in the love of money: 
that as they, who, in a reverent waiting on 
God, feel theit &rength renewed, are ſaid to 
% mount bpwarg,!;- ſo, here, their preſervation 
from the ſnare, 1 is repre- 
ſented in the liken ſs of a man, borne up 
above all craftyartful means of getting the 
advantage of another; They. ſhall. dwell on, 
© high; and points out the ſlability and 
firmneſs of their condition j, His place of 
defence ſhall be the munitions of wogks.;? 
and that, unde: all the outward appęarances 
of loſs, in denying. himſelf of gainful profits, 
for righteouſneſs-ſake, yet, through. the care 
of him who. provides for the ſparrows, he 
ſhould have a ſupply anſwerable to his infi- 

nite 
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nite wiſdot:'** Bread ſhall be given him; 
% his waters ſhall be. ſure.” And as our Sa- 


viour mentions the ſight of God to be attain- 


able by it the pute in heart,” To here the pro- 


et pointed out, how in true ſanctification 


the underſtanding is opened, to behold the 
peaceable harmonious nature of his kingdom; 
« -thine eyes ſhall ſee the king in his beauty: 
and that looking beyond all the afflictions, 
which attend the righteous, to © A habitati- 
* on eternal in the heavens,” they with aft 
eye divinely open * un n the land that 
is very far off.” | 

1 He ſhall dwell on high, his place of de- 
« fence ſhall be the munitions of rocks, bread 
« ſhall be given bim, his waters ſhall be ſure. 
* Thine eyes ſhall ſee the king in his beauty; 
they ſhall behold the land that is Very ord 

* off. Ifaiah xxxiii. 16, 17. 


I often remember, and to me the ſubject 


is awful, that the great Judge of all the earth 
doeth that which is right, and that he, “be- 


„ fore whom the nations are as the drop of 


„„ a bucket,” is no refpeter of > thy: 

Happy for them, who, like the inſpired pro- 
t, “ in the way of his judgements wait 
him.“ Iſaiah xvi. 8. 

When we feel him to ſet as a refiner with 
fire, and know a reſignedneſs wrought in us 
to that which he appoints for us, his bleſſing, 
in a low eſtate, is found to be more pre- 
cious than much ontward treaſure in thoſe 
ways of life where 'the leadings of his af papers 
are © not followed; 

The 
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| The prophet; in à fight ef divine" work. 4. 
mongſt any people, 2 in the name 
of the Lord; © I will gather all nations ank 
«tongues, and they thall come and ſee my 
„ glory.“ Iſaiah Ixvi. 18. And again, From 
« the riſing of the ſun to the going down of 
«©. the ſame, my natne ſhalt be gteat amongſt. 
« the Gentiles, and in every place incenfs 
% ſhall be offered to my name, and a N 
« offering.” Malachi i. 11. 

Behold here how the prophets had an in- 
ward fenſe of the ſpreading of the kingdom 
of Chriſt; and how he was ſpoken of as one 
who ſhould “ take the heathen for his inhe- 
*© ritance, and the utmoſt parts of the earth 
« for his poſſeſſſon.“ Pfal. ii. 8. That “ he 
* was7piven for a light to the Gentiles y and 
«©: tor falvation to the ends of che earth. 
Iaizh Al. 6A e Nat 

When we meditste on this divine work; 

a work of ages #:work that the prophets fele 
long before Obrmt A ppeated viſibly on earth, 
and remember — agories he endured 
when he * poured ont his lool onto death,“ 
that the heathen nations, as well as others, 
might come to the . the truth ; 
and be ſaved: A dus 5 

When we contemplate on this marvellous 
work, as: that which © the angels deſire to 
look into, 1 Pet. i. 12. and bahod pr] 

e amongſt whom this light hutly-eminently! 
broker forth, and who? have received many 
favours from the::bounniful hand of our hea- 


vor Father; not only indifférent with re- 


ſpect 
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ſpect to publiſhing the glad tidings NEVE 
the Gentiles, as yet ſitting in darkneſs and 


entangled with many ſuperſtitions; but a- 


ſpiring after wealth and worldly honours, 
take hold of means to obtain their ends, 
tending to ſtir up wrath and indignation, 
and to beget an abhorrence in them to the 
name of Chriſtianity ; when theſe things are 
weightily attended to, how mournful is the 
ſubject! N 
It is worthy. of ee that people 
in different ages, deeply baptiſed into the na- 
ture of that work for which Chriſt ſuffered, 
have joyfully offered up their liberty and ores 
for the promoting of it in the earth. 
Polycarp, who was reputed a diſciple of St. 
John, having attained to great age, was at 
length ſentenced to die for his religion, and, 
being brought to the fire, prayed nearly as 
follows: Thou God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom I have received 
the knowledge of NEL} O God of the angels 
and powers, and of every living creature, 
and of all forts of juſt men which live in thy 
preſence ; I thank. thee! that thou haſt gra- 
ciouſly. vouchſafed this day and this hour to 
allot me a portion among the number of 
martyrs, among the people of Chriſt, unto 
the reſurrection. of everlaſting life; among 
whom I ſhall be. received in thy ght, this 
day, as a fruitful and acceptable lacrifice ; 
„e for all this, I praiſe thee, I bleſs 
thee, 1 glorify thee, through the everlaſting 


High-Prieſt, Jeſus Chriſt, thy well beloved 


Son; 


; be all glory, world without end! Amen. 
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ſon: to whom, with thee and the holy Ghoſt, 


„ 

Biſhop Latimer, when ſentence of death, 
by fire, was pronounced againſt him, on ac- 
count of his firmneſs in the cauſe of religion, 
ſaid, I thank God moſt heartily! that 
he hath prolonged. my life to this end; that 
I may, in this caſe, glorify him by this kind 
of death.“ Fox's Acts and Mon. 936. 

William Dewſbery, who had ſuffered much 
for his religion, in his laſt fickneſs, encou- 
raging his friends to faithfulneſs, made men- 
tion, like good old Jacob, of the loving kind- 
neſs of God to him in the courſe of his life, 


and that, through the power of divine love, 


he for Chriſt's ſake had joy fully entered pri- 
ſons. See introduction to his works. 1 
I mention theſe, as a few examples, out of 


many, of the powerful operation of the ſpirit 


of Chriſt, where people are fully devoted to 
it, and of the ardent longings in their minds 
for the ſpreading of his kingdom amongſt 
mankind. Now to thoſe, in the preſent age, 
who truly know Chriſt, and feel the nature 
of his peaceable government opened in their 
underſtandings, how loud is that call wheres 
with we are called to faithfulneſs; that, ig 
following this pure light of life,“ we, as 
* workers together with him, © may labour 
in that great work for which he was offered 
as a ſacrifice on the croſs ; and that his peace- 
able doctrines may ſhine through us in their 
real harmony, at a time when the name of 

| 82 _*Chriftianity 
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Chriſtianity is become hateful to many of the 
heathen || - 

When Gebazi had tien treaſures . 8 
che prophet, under divine direction, had refu- 
ſed, and was returned from the buſineſs, the 
prophet, troubled at his conduct, queried if 
it was a time 95 to prepare for a en 
living. 700 
« Is it a time to receive money and 
6 ments, men- ſervants and OO | 
« 'Theleproſy,therefore, of Naaman ſhall cleave 
« to thee and to thy ſeed for ever.” 2 Kings 
v. 26. And oh! that we may lay to heart the 
condition of the preſent time, and humbly 
follow. his connſel who alone is able to pre- 
pare the way for a true ieee walking 
20 boſs mankind, | 


; Atte 


CH A, IV. 
On divine Admonitions. 
U are the perfections of our heaven- 
ly Father, that, i in all the diſpenſations of 
is proyidenee, it is our duty, © in every 
« thing, to give thanks.” Though, from the 
firſt ſettlement of this part of America, he 
hath not extended his judgements to the de- 
gree of famine, yet worms, at times, have 
come forth, beyond numbering, and laid waſte 
fields of grain and grafts, where they have 


appeared ; another kind, in great multitudes, 
working 
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working out of ſight, in gtaſs- ground, have 
ſo eaten the roots that the ſurface, being looſen- 
ed from the ſoil beneath, might be taken off 


in great ſheets. 


Theſe kinds of devouring creatures appear- 
ing ſeldom and coming in ſuch multitudes, 
their generation appears different from moſt 


other reptiles ; and, by the prophet, they were 


called © God's army, ſent amongſt the peo- 


* ple.“ Joul BARS, 5575 


There have been tempeſts of hail which 
have very much deſtroyed the grain where 
they extended: through long drought, in 
ſummer, grain, in ſome places, hath been leſs 
than half the uſual quantity ;* and, in the 
continuance thereof, I have beheld, with at- 
tention, from week to week, how dryneſs, 
from the top of the earth, hath extended 
deeper and deeper, while the corn and plants 
have languiſhed : and, with reverence, my 
mind harh been turned toward HIM, who, 
being perfect in goodneſs, in wiſdom, and 
power, doeth all things right. And, after 
long drought, when the ſky hath grown dark 
with a collection of matter, and clouds, like 
lakes of water, hung over our heads, from 
whence the thirſty land hath been ſoaked, I 
have, at times, with awfulneſs, beheld the ve- 
hement operation of lightning, made ſome- 
times to accompany theſe bleſſings, as a meſ- 

95 e 


* * — 


—— 
, 


— as 1 


— 


When crops fail, I often feel a tender care that the caſe 
of poor tenants may be mercifully conſidered, 
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ſenger from HUN who created all things, to 
remind; us of our duty in a right uſe of thoſe. 
benefits, and give ſtriking. admonitions, that 
we do not miſapply thoſe gifts, in which an 
almighty power is - exerted, in beftowing 


them upon us. 


When I have conſidered that many of our 
fellow- creatures ſufter much in tome places, 
for want of the neceſſaries of life, whilſt thoſe 
who rule over them are too much given to 


loxury and divers vanities; and behold: the 


apparent deviation from pure wiſdom amongſt 


us, in the ufe of the outward gifts of God; 


thoſe marks of famine have appeared like. 


humbling admonitions from him, that we 


might be inſtructed by gentle chaſtiſements, 


and might ſeriouſly conſider our ways; re- 
membering that the outward ſupply of life is 


a gift from our heavenly Father, and that we 


ſhould no_more venture to uſe, or apply, his 
gifts, in a way contrary to pure wiſdom, _ 
Should we continue to reject thoſe merci- 
ful admonitions, apd uſe his gifts at home, 


contrary to the gracious deſign of the giver, 


or ſend them abroad in a way of trade, which 
the ſpirit of truth doth not lead into; and 
ſhould he, whoſe eyes are upon all our ways, 
extend his chaſtiſements ſo far as to reduce 
us to much greater diſtreſs than hath yet been 
felt by theſe provinces ; with what forrow of 


heart might we meditate on that ſubject ! 


« Haſt thou not procured this unto thyſelf, 


& in that thou haſt forſaken the Lord thy 


« God, when he led thee by the way? 


*« Thing 
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« Thine own wickedneſs ſhall correct thee! 
and thy backſlidings ſhall» reprove thee* 


„ know therefore and i ſee, that it is an evil 
« thing and bitter, that thou haſt forſaken 
« the Lord thy God, and that my fear is not 
“in thee, ſaith the Lord God of hoſts.” Jer. 
Ii. 17, 19. 

My mind hath often been affected with 
ſorrow, in beholding a wrong application of 
the gifts of our heavenly Father; and thoſe 
expreſſions concerning the defilement of the 
earth have been opened to my underſtanding: 
« The earth was corrupt before God, and 
% the earth was filled with violence.” Gen. 
vi. 11. Again, Iſaiah xxiv. 5. The earth 
« alſo is defiled under the inhabitants there- 
« of, becauſe they have broken the ever- 
« laſting covenant.” 

The earth, being the work of a divine pow- 
er, may not as ſuch be accounted unclean; 
but, when violence is committed thereon, and 
the channel of righteouſneſs ſo obſtructed, 
that “ in our ſkirts are found the blood of 
e the ſouls of poor innocents; not by a ſe- 
« cret ſearch, but upon all theſe.” Jerem. 
TIRE P PR 

When blood, ſhed unrighteouſly, remains 
unatoned for, and the inhabitants are not 
effectually purged from it; when they do not 
waſh their hands in innocency, as was figu- 
red in the law, in the caſe of one being found 

S 4 flain ; 


* 


* Seea caution and warning to Great-Britain and her co- 
lonies, page 31. 1 
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lain; but ſeek for gain ariſing from ſcenes of 

violence and oppreſſion; here the land i IS pol- 

luted with bloed. Deut. xxi. 6. 
Moreover, when the earth is god and 


tilled, and the fruits brought forth are applied 


to ſupport unrighteous purpoſes z here, the 
| ug deſign of infinite goodneſs, in theſe 
his giſts, being perverted, the earth is defiled, 
and the complaint, formerly uttered, becomes 
applicable ; * Thou haſt made me to ſerve 
« with thy fins; thou haſt wearied me with 
* thine iniquities. Iſaiah xliii. 24. 
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Firſt printed in London, 1773. 


CH A 
On loving our Neighbours as ourſelves. 


HEN we love the Lord with all our 

hearts, and his creatures in his love, 
we are then preſerved in tenderneſs both to- 
ward mankind and the animal creation ; but, 
if another ſpirit gets room in our minds, and 
we follow it in our proceedings, we are then 
in the way of diſordering the affairs of ſociety. 

If a man, ſucceſsful in buſineſs, expends 
part of his income in things of no real uſe, 
while the poor employed by him paſs through 
great difficultics in getting the neceſſaries of lite, 
this requires his ſerious attention. 1 
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If ſeveral principal men in buſineſs unite in 
ſetting the wages of thoſe who work for hire, 
and therein have regard to a profit to them- 
ſelves anſwerable to unneceflary experice in 
their families, while the wages of the others, 
on a moderate induſtry, will not afford a com- 
fortable living for their families, and a proper 
education for their children; — this is like lay- 
ing a temptation, in the way of ſome, to ſtrive 
for a place higher than they are in, when they 
have not ſtock ſufficient for nt, 

Now I feel a concern, in the RT. of pure 
love, that all, who have plenty of outward 
' ſubſtance, may example others in the right uſe 
of things; may carefully look into the condi- 
tion of poor people; and beware of exacting 
on them with regard to their wages. 

While hired labourers, by. moderate induf- 
try, through the divine bleſſing, may live com- 
fortably, raiſe up families, and give them ſuit- 
able education, it appears reaſonable for them 
to be content- with their wages. — 

If they, who have plenty, love their feat 
creatures in that love which is divine, and in 


all their proceedings have an equal regard to 
the good of mankind univerſally, their place 
in ſociety is a place of care, an office requi- 
ring attention; and, the more we poſſeſs, the 


greater is our truſt; and, with an increaſe of 


treaſure, an increaſe of care becomes necel- 


ſlary. - 
When our will is ſubject to the will of God, 
and, in relation to the things of this world, 
We thve nothing in view but a e 

living 
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- living equally, with, the reſt of our fellow- 
creatures, then outward treaſures, are no farther 
defirable than as we feel a gift in our minds 

equal. to the truſt, and ſtrength to act, as duti- 


| ful children, in his ſervice who hath formed all 


mankind, and appointed a ſubſiſtence for us in 
« this world. 

A defire for treaſures, on any other motive, 
appears to be againſt that command of our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, Lay not up for yourſelves trea- 
* ſures on earth.” Matt. vi. 19. 

He forbids not laying up in the ſummer 
againſt the wants of winter; nor doth he 
teach us to be ſlothful in that which properly 
relates to our being in this world ; but, in 
this prohibition, he puts in yourſelves * Lay 
te not up for man treaſures here o 


„ earth.“ 


Now, in the pure light, this language is 
underſtood ; for in the love of Chriſt there is 
no reſpect of perſons; and, while we abide in, 
7 love, we live not to ourſelves, but to him 
who died for us; and, as we are thus united 
in ſpirit to Chriſt, we are engaged to labour in 
promoting that work in the earth for which he 
ſuffered. ; 

In this ſtate of mind our defires are, that. 


every honeſt member in ſociety may have a 


rtion of treaſure, and ſhare of truſt, anſwer» 
able to that gift with which our heavenly Fa- 
ther hath gifted us. 

In greattreaſure there is a great truſt, 

A great truſt requireth great care. 

But the laborious mind wants reſt. 

| A pious 
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A pious man is content to do a ſhare of 
birfineſs in ſociety,” anſwerable to the gifts with 
which he is endowed, while the channels of 
bufineſs are free from unrighteouſneſs ; but 
ig careful leſt at any time his heart de over- 
charged. | 

In the harmonious ſpirit of er by Chad 
e, jg all in all.” Col. ii. 17. 

- Here it is that old things are paſt away, 
„ all things are new, all things are of Go 
2 Cor. v. 17, 18. and the deſire for outward 
riches is at an „ 

They of low degree, who dave mall gifts, 
enjoy their help who have large gifts; | thoſe 
with their ſmall gifts have a ſmall degree of 
care, while theſe with their large gifts have a 
large degree of care : and thus to abide in the 
love of Chriſt, and enjoy a comfortable living 
in this world, is all that is aimed at by thoſe 
members in foctety to whom Chriſt is made 
wiidorn and righteouſneſs. | 

But when they, who have much bew 
are not faithful ſtewards of the gifts of . 

at difficulties attend it. | 

Now, this matter hath deeply affected my 
mind, The Lord, through merciful chaſtiſe- 
ments, hath given me a feeling of that love 
in which the harmony of ſociety ſtandeth, 
and a ſight of the growth of that ſeed which 
bringeth forth wars and great calamities in the 
world; and a labour attends me to open it to 

others. 

Now, to act with integrity, according to 
that ſtrength of mind and body with which 
our 


7 
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our Creator hath endowed each of us, appears 
neceſſary for all; and he, who thus ſtands in 
the loweſt ſtation, appears to be entitled to as 
comfortable and convenient a living as he 
whoſe gifts of mind are greater and: whoſe 
Cares are more extenſive... | 3 ID 
If fome, endowed with ſtrong underſtand- 
ings as men, abide not in the harmomiouy 
ſtate in which we love our neighbaurs as 
« ourſelves,” but walk in that ſpirit in which 
the children of this world are wiſe in their 
generation, theſe, by the ſtrength of contri- 
vance may ſometimes gather great treaſure z 
but the wiſdom of this world is fookfhneſs 
with Cod; and, if we gather treaſures in 
worldly; wiſdom, we lay up treafures for 
ourſelves ;” and great treaſures, - managed 
in any other ſpirit than the ſpirit of truth, 
diſatder the affairs of ſociety; for hereby 
the good gifts of Gad, in this outward crea- 
tion, are turned into the channels of worldly 
honour, and frequently applied to ſupport 
luxury, while the wages of poor labourers are 
ſuch, that, with moderate induſtty and fru- 
gality, they cannot live comfortably, raiſe up 
families, and give them ſuitable education 3 
but, through the ſtraightneſs of their condi- 
tion, are often drawn on to labour under wea- 
rineſs, to toil through hardfhips themſelves, 
and frequently to oppreſs thoſe uſeful animals 


with which we are entruſted. 


From age to age, throughout all ages, di- 
vine love is that alone, in which dominion 
has been, is, and will be, rightly conducted. 
10 | In 
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In this the endowments of men ate ſo em- 
ployed, that the friend and the governor are 
united in one, and W N coflorns come to 
an . 2 pert ret 
+ Riches, in this hands of individuale in fox 
ciety, are attended with ſome degree of power; 
and, fo far as power is put forth ſeparate from 
pure love, ſo far the government of the Prince 
of peace is interrupted; and, as we know not 
that our children after us will dwell in that 
ſtate in which power is rightly N eee. to lay 
up riches for them appears to be * the 
nature of his government. 

The earth, through the lakes of men un⸗ 
der the blefling of him who formed it, yield- 
eth a ſupply for the inhabitants, from gene- 
ration to generation, and they, who walk in 
the pure light, have their minds prepared to 
taſte and reliſh not only thoſe bleſſings which 
are ſpiritual, but alſo feel a ſweetneſs and ſa- 
tisfaction in a right uſe of the good: =o of 
God in the viſible creation. 

Here we ſee that man's happineſs ſtands 
not in' great poſſeſſions, | but in a heart de- 
voted to follow Chriſt, in that uſe of things, 
where cuſtoms, contrary to univerſal an have 
no power over us. 

In this ſtate our hearts are e to truſt 
in God, and our deſires for our children and 
poſterity are, that they, with the reſt of man- 
kind, in apes to come, may be of that num- 
ber, of whom he hath ſaid, © I will be a 
c father to them, and they ſhall be my fons 
and daughters, 2 Cor. vi. 18. 

2 | When 


we do not walk in that tate where “ Chriſt is 


ciety; but if people are confident that the 
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When wages in a fruitful Jand bear ſo ſmall 
à proportion to the neceſlacies of life, that 
poor honeſt people who have families cannot, 
by a moderate induſtty, attain. to a comfort- 

able living, and give their children ſufſicient 
learning, but muſt, either labour to a de 

of oppreſſion, or elſe omit that m appears 
to be a duty: 

+ While this is the caſe ds the poor, chere 
is an inclination in the minds of moſt people 
to prepare at leaſt ſo; much treaſure; for their 
children, that they with care and moderate 
induſtry may live free from, theſe d 
which the poor paſs through. 

Now this ſubject requireth our * con- 
aderation: : to labour that our children may 
be put in a way to live comfortably appears 
in itſelf to be a duty, ſo long as theſe our 
labours are conſiſtent with univerſal righte- 
ouſneſs; but if, in +ſtriving to ſhun poverty, 


« our life,” then we wander; He, that 
% hath the Son, | hath life, 1 John v. 12. 
« This life is the light of med,“ John i. 4. 
If we walk not in this light, we walk in 
darkneſs, and * he that walketh in darkneſs, 
« knoweth not whither he 89005 John 
1 35. 5c; fl 

To keep to right: means, in laboutiag to 
attain a right end, is neceſſary: if, in ſtriving 
to ſhun poverty, we ſtrive only in that ſtate, 
where Chriſt is the light of our life, our la- 
bours will ſtand in the true harmony of ſo- 


end 
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In this the endowments of men ate ſo em- 
ployed, that the friend and the governor are 
united in one, and Ne anden come to 
an encg. Vi 7 55 
+ Riches, in the — of individuals in ſo⸗ 


ciety, are attended with ſome degree of power; 


and, fo far as power is put forth ſeparate from 
pure love, ſo far the government of the Prince 
of peace is interrupted; and, as we know not 
that our children after us will dwell in that 
fate in which power is rightly applied, to lay 
up riches for them appears to de —_— thy 
nature of his government. 

The earth, through the * of men un⸗ 
der the bleffing of him who formed it, yield- 
eth a ſupply for the inhabitants, from gene- 
ration to generation, and they, who walk in 
the pure light, have their minds prepared to 
taſte and reliſh not only thoſe bleſſings which 
are ſpiritual; but alſo, feel a ſweetneſs and ſa- 
tisfaction in a right uſe of the Sood —_ of 
God in the viſible creation. 

Here we ſee that man's happineſs ſtands 
not in great poſſeſſions, but in a heart de- 
voted to follow Chriſt, in that uſe of things; 
where cuſtoms, contrary to univerſal lows; have 
no power over us. 

In this ſtate our hearts are . to truſt 
in God, and our deſires for our children and 
poſicrity are, that they, with the reſt of man- 
kind, in ages to come, may be of that num- 
ber, of whom he hath ſaid, „I will be a 
« father to them, and they ſhall be my ſons 
2 Lans daughters, 2 Cor. vi. 18. 

When 
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When wages in a fruitful land bear ſo ſmall 
2 proportion to the neceſſaries of life, that 

or honeſt people who have families cannot, 
= moderate induſtty, attain to a comfort» | 

able living, and give their children ſufſicient 
learning, but muſt, either labour to a degree 
of oppreſſion, or elſe omit that n en 
to be a duty: iT 
While this is the caſe mah the n chere 
is an inclination in the minds of moſt people 

to prepare at leaſt ſo much treaſure for their 
children, that they with care and moderate 
induſtry may live free from theſe Water 
which the poor pals through, 

Now this ſubject requireth our canton con- 
Gideration : to labour that our children may 
be put in a way to live comfortably appears 
in itſelf to be a duty, ſo long as theſe our 
labours are conſiſtent with univerſal. righte- 
ouſneſs; but if, in ſtriving to ſhun poverty, 
we do not walk in that ſtate where *- Chriſt is 
« our life, then we wander; He, that 
« hath the Son, hath life,” 1 John v. 12. 
« This life is the light of men,” John i. 4. 
If we walk not in this light, We walk ia 
darkaeſs, and * he that walketh in darkneſs, 
% knoweth not whither ns än * 
Xii. 35. 

To keep to right | means, in laboutiag to 
attain a right end, is neceſſary: if, in ſtriving 
to ſhun poverty, we ſtrive. only in that ſtate, 
where Chriſt is the light of our life, our la- 
bours will ſtand in the true harmony of ſo- 
_ 3 but if people are 'confident that the 

end 
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end aimed at is good, and in this confidence 
purſue it ſo eagerly, as not to wait for — 
ſpirit of truth to lead them, then they come 

to lofs. © Chriſt is given to be a leader and 
* commander of the people, Iſaiah lv. 4. 
Again; The Lord ſhall guide thee conti- 
% nually, Ifaiah lviit. 12. Again; Lord, 
* thou wilt ordain peace for us; for thou 
«alſo haſt wrought all our works in us,” 
Iſalah xxvi. 12 bt 

« In the Lord have we e tighteouſneſs and 
« ftrength,” Iſaiah xv. 24. 

In this ſtate our minds are preſerved W 
ful in following the leadings of his ſpirit in 
all our proceedings in this world, and a care 
is felt for a reformation in genera], that 


our own poſterity, with the reſt of mankind 


in ſucceeding ages, may not be entangled 
by oppreſſive cuſtoms, tranſmitted to them 
through our hands: but if people, in the 
d of natural love, are afraid that 
their children will be oppreſſed by the rich, 
and, through an eager Wee to get treafures, 
depart from the pure leadings ot truth in one 
caſe, though it may ſeem to be a ſmall mat- 
ter, yet the mind even in that ſmall. matter 
may be emboldened to continue in a way of 
proceeding, without waiting for the divine 
Leader. 

Thus people may grow expert in buſineſs, 
wiſe in the wiſdom of this world, retain a 
fair reputation amongſt men, and yet, being 
ſtrangers to the voice of Chriſt, the ſafe lead- 
er of his flock, the treaſu es, thus gotten, 

may 
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may be like, ſnares to the feet ↄf their poſts; 


rity. b 
Nou, to keep, faithful to the pure counlel- 


4 4 "oy" « 


adverſity, for tighitecuſneſs lake, in this, there 


fe 93. v6 VBREY61 kb 
Ik we, belog poor, arc hardly dealt, with. 
by thoſe who ate rich, and, under this; dith- 
culty, are frugal and .induſtrious, and in true 
humility open our caſe to them who oppreſs 
us, this may, reach dhe pure witnelz in their 
minds; and though we ſhould. remain; under 
difficulties as to the outward,... yet,, if we abide 
in the love of Chriſt, all will work for our 
od. 2 ; N ist 0.4: goil n 
x | When we feel what it is to ſuffer in che true 
ſuffering ſtate, then, we experience the truth 
of thoſe expreſſions, that, ** as the ſufferings 
* of, Chriſt ahound in us, ſo our, conſolation 
But if poor people, who are hardly cals. 
with, do not attain to the, true ſuffering ſtate, 
do not labour in true love With thoſe Who 
deal hardly, wich them, but ehuy their out: 
ward greatneſs, murmur in ther. hearts, ber 
cauſe of their own, poverty, and ſtrive in; ihe 
wiſdom, of this world to get riches for them+ 
ſelves. and their children; this is like wan⸗ 
dering in the dark. 9 
If we who are of a middle, ſtation, between 
riches and poverty, are affected at times with 
the oppreſſions of the poor, and feel à tender 


regard for our poſterity after us; oh! how ne- 
ceſſary 
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ceſſury is 1 wait bor che pure ounſe! 
of truth !! 
Many 455 feen the! hardſhips of the poor, 
* an eager deſire that their children may 
put in a way to efcape theſe hardfhips'; 
but how few have continued in that pure love 
which openeth our underſtandings to „ Wer 
rightly under theſe difficulties! 
©» How few have faithfully followed that: ho⸗ 
ly Leader, who prepares his people to labour 
for the reſtoration of true harmony erer 
our fellow- creatures! 

In the pure goſpel-fpirit we walk by faith, 
* vor" not by ſight,” 2 Cor. v. 7. 

In the obedience of faith we die to the mir 
c of ſelf- love, and our life being hid 
with Chriſt in God, our hearts are enlarged 
toward mankind univerſally; but, in depart- 
ing from the true light of life, many, in 
ſtriving to get treaſures, have flumbled 4, "on 
Wounrt mountums. 2 e bio. 

Now, that purity ' of Abet nicht ywotkeds 
Sith! faithfulneſs in following the ſpitk of 
truth, - that tate where bur minds are devo- 
er to ſerve God, and all our wants are bound- 

ed by his wiſdom, this habitation has often 
been opened before me as a place of retire- 
ment for the children of the light, where 
we may ſtand ſeparated from that whieh diſ- 
ordereth and confuſeth the affairs of ſociety, 
and where we may have a teſtimony of our 
innocence in the Hearts of FO who 1 NN 
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Through departing Fram the tut as it 58 
in Jeſus; through introducing ways of-1life 
attended with 'utitnecdfſary: expences; many 
wants haue ariſen” the minds of prople have 
been e yed in ſtudying) to get wealth; and 
in this. pur ſult ſotnag. depatting frem equity 
have retained a profeſſion of religion; others 
have looked at their example and thereby 
been ſtrengthened to proceed farther in the 
ſame way: thus many have encouraged the 
trade of taking men from Aren hn thent 
as flaves; 445. e 1s 

It hath been compmed abet near one hun 
dred thouſand Negroes have, 'of late years; beert 
taken annually from that coaſt; by ſhips em- 
e trade. He) 3 dnt 

As. I have travelled on religious Aillte in 
4 parts of America, I have ſeen many of 
theſe people under the TT ens overſcers, 
in:a-paiofalfſervitude. it og fir ref} 
I have beheld them as Geitites under peo 
ple profeſſing Chriſtiadity, not only kept ig 
norant of the holy ſcriptutes, but under 
great provocations td wrrath; of whom it 
may truly be ſaid; They that rule over them 
* make them to how, and the Holy Name 
4 is abundantly blaſphemedô“ AIfaiah Ii. 5 
Where children are taught to read the ſaered 
writings, while young, and exampled in meek- 
neſs and humility, it is often helpful to them; 
nor is this any more than a debt due Wann us to 
a ſuececding age. q 4 4 **4 4 222 4 #9 

But where youth are pinched for want t ef 
the neceſſaties of life, forced to labour hard 
T 2 | under 
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under | the harſh rebukes of rigorous over- 
ſeers, and many times endure unmerciful 
whippings:- in ſuch an education, how great 
are the diſadvantages. they lie under! And 


bow forcibly do theſe things work a the * 
increaſe of the bene wer of the Prince of 
peace! 1 nee 


© Humphrey Smith, in his works, mage 125, 
ſpeaking of the tender feelings of the love of 
God in his heart, when he was a child, ſaid, 
« By the violent wrathful nature, that ruled 
in others, was my quietneſs diſturbed, and 
anger begotten in me toward them, yet that 
of God in me was not wholly overcome, but 
his love was felt in my heart, and great Was 
my grief when the earthly-mindedneſs and 
wrathful nature o pretend me an 11 Was 
eſtranged from it. N 

And this I write as a warning. to pa- 
rents and others, that, in the fear of the li- 
ving God, you may train up the youth, and 
may not be a means gb bringing! them into 
ſuch, alienation- 8 5 

Many are the vanities and luxpaich of the 
preſent. age, and, in labouring to ſupport a 
way of living conformable to the preſent 
world, the departure from that wiſdom n is 
pure And peaceable hath been great. AT 

Under the ſenſe of a deep revolt, . an 
overflowing. ſtream of unrighteouſneſs, my 
life, bas been often a life of mourning, and. 
tender deſires are raiſed in me that the nature 
of this practice may be laid to heart. 
15 rats er, ne have! 
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I have read ſome books, written by people 
h were acquainted with the l 05 
gewng nn! in Africa: 

I have had verbal relations of this naturg 
ſroma vert Negroes brought from Africa, 
who have learned to talk Engliſ n: 

I have ſundry. times heard Engliſhmen, 
ſp eak on this ſubject, who have been in A- 
| aca on this buſineſs; and from all theſe/ac- 
counts it appears evident that great violence 
is committed, and much blood thed 4 in Africa 
in getting ſlaves. "a, OS: Et SF6E%8 

When three or four hundred flaves are. put 
in the hold of a veſſel in a hot climate, their 
breathing ſoon affeQs- the ar: Were that 
number of free people te go paſſengers, with 
all things proper for their voyage, there“ 
would inconvenience ariſe from their num- 
ber; but ſlaves are taken by violence, and 
frequently endeavour to kill the white peo 
ple, that they may return to their native! 
land. Hence they are frequently kept under 
ſuch a ſort of confinement, by means of which 
a ſcent ariſeth in the hold of a/thipj and diſ- 
tempers oſten break out amongit them, ol 
which many die: Of this tainted air, in the- 
hold of ſhips freighted with llaves, 1 have 
had ſeveral accounts, ſome in print, and ne 
verbal, and all agree that the ſcent is grie- 
vous. When theſe people are ſold in ko nf 
and in the iſlands, they are made to labour 
in a manner more ſervile and conſtant than 


that which they were uſed to at home, that, 
T. 3 with 
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With g ref With” Jifibrett allet from what has 

been [HAD with them and with ard la- 
bee ſome thouſands are coin duted d die, 
very vet, in what is called the EDI! 

"Thus it a appears evident that great numbers 
of theſe people are brought, 'every year,” to an 
untimely end; many of then rs Ah 2s 
never injured us. | 

Where the innocent buffer under 2 
hearted men, even unto death, andthe ehan- 
nels of equity are ſo obſtrücted that the euuſe 
of the ſufferers is not judged in "righteouſneſs, 
in the land is polluted: with blood,” ; Numb, 
Axxv. 33. r e A b 

Where blood hath! been ſhed wh ene 
and remains unatoned tor, the ofy Therese is 
very pi erpint 2 ith 

Vader the nom bing -Aiſpenfarions of divine 
Proyidence, this cry Bach deeply affected my 
heart; and I feel a concern to open, as l may 
be enabled, / that which Heth heavy"6h yi 
min d. 1 4; Fits ' 

When « the inic quity cr e hotife W Krael: 
e and ON: udah was exceeding great; When 
* the” land Was defile with blood, and the 
"city full of perverſeneſs, Ezek. 115 
i ſome were found ſighing and crying 4 
"_ the abominatiqns of the times.“ Ezek. ib. 
And ſuch as live under à right feeling * 
ear condition 28 a F theſe, 1 truſt, will 
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* the examples o! another, have 
often been apmayed, at t | ſexigus warny 
ings. 4 


Our blefled Saviour,. ms of the 8 
of the old world, laid, They. did. eat, they 
1 drank, they married, and were, given in 
10 matriage, until the day that Noah went igto 
<« the ark, and the flood came and deſtroyed 
them all.“ Luke xvii. 27; ³⸗ 
The like he ſpake concerning the prople of 
; who are alſo repreſented by the pro- 
phet as. havghty, luxurious, and oppreſſive.z 
| re This was the ſin of Sodom; + Pride; Gulpeſ fulpeſs 
of bread, and abundance of. dleneſs, Was 
cc found in her, and in her daughters nei» 
« ther did: ſhe. ſtrengthen. the Hande af the 
*« poor and needy. Ezek. xvi. 49, 
Now, in a revolt ſo deep as this, when 
much blood has been ſhed unrigbteoufy, in 
carrying on IG eee, * 05 Wy ting 
the practice of keeping ſlaves, w a 
is unatoned for, and crieth Ge the 
from the ſeas, agaigſt the Tom _ „nn Ap 
While this practice is goptinued, apd, under 
a great load of. Evilt,. there is more uorightg- 
ouſneſs committed, the Rate of. things | is very 
moving! 1 131111 1 205: Ib 7985 +> 7Y 
There is à lovg Which ſta nds, i: Natures 
and a rent beholding his child in miſery 
hath a te py ae; eling of. the affliction ; bot, i in 1 


love, the heart is enlarged. toward, .mank 
univerſally, and prepared to ſympathize. . 
ſtrang rs, tough in the lowelt, n in 
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life, 
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„Of this the prophet appears to have had a 
ſteling, when he ſaid, Have we not all one 
& Father? Hath not one God created us ?- 
&. Why then: do we deal'treacherouſly, every 
u man with his brother, in prophaning the co- 
<.venangt of our fathers?” Mal. i. 10. 
He, who of old heard the groans of the 
children of Ifrael under the hard taſk-maſters 
in Egypt, l-truſt, hath looked down from his 
holy babitation on the miſeries of theſe deep- 
ly- oppteſſed people. Many lives have been 
ſhortened through extreme oppteſſion, while 
they labeured to ſupport luxury and worldly 
greatneſs and, though many people in out- 
ward proſperity may think little of thoſe things, 
yet the «gracious Creator hath regard to the 
cries of the innocent, however unnoticed by 
Men. Gust: 48 gn doe 
The Lord} in the riches of his goodhefes is 
leading ſome into the feeling of the condition 
af this people, who cannot reſt without la- 
bouring'as their advocates; of which; in ſome 
meaſure, L Have had experience 3 for, in the 
movings of his love in my heart, theſe mm” 
{ſufferers have been brought t near to me. 
have eſten been a Witnefs to the ſpfforings 
of the unpencing aged and infirm, made to 
labogr' tos hard, kept on a det leſs comfortable 
than their weak tate required, and expoſed to 
at-difficulties under ard hearted men; and, 
undder the heart- melting power of divine love, 
theit miſery hath felt to welle the An er 
uy 5 31 0); 


1 
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Innocent youth have been takeabyivihilics 
from their native land; from their friends aud 
acquaintance; put on- board ſhips with harte 
laden with ſorrow ; expoſed to great hardſſiips 
at ſea; placed under people where their lives 
have been attended will e to 
anger. and revenge. 7 +714 2990 
With the condition of- "theſs) youth my 
mind hath often been affected, as with — 
afflictions of my children; and, in al feeling 
of the miſery of theſe people, and of that 
great offence which is miniſtered to them, my 
tears have buen, oſten are, out ere ths 
Lord. 1 243 1443, nenn WT ALE 
That holy e Which affected un — 
ben J was a youth, I truſt, is often — by 
the Negroes in their native land, inclining 
their minds to that which is righteous ; andy 
had the profeſſed followers; of Chriſt, im all 
their conduct toward them, manifeſted a diß- 
poſition anſwerable to the pute principle in 
their hearts, how might the holy name have 
been honoured amongſt the Gentiles l and 
how might we have rejoiced in the; fulfilling 
of that prophecy l . I, the Lord, love judge - 
4 ment; 1 hate robbery for burnt- offerings 
©, and ] will direct their work in truth, and 
© make an everlaſting covenant with them. 
e Their ſeed ſhall be:known-amongf the 
««. Gentiles; and their offspring amongſt the 
«© people; all that ſee chem ſhall acknowledge 
„ them, that they are the 2 5 which the Lord | 
i: bath. bleſſed. Iſaiah Ixi. 8, 9. 4s 
oF But, 
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zBet,+inithe. preſent Nate of things, hom con- 
trary is this practice to that meek ſpirit in 
whitoh-four; Saviour laid down his life for us, 
that all che ends of the cube qt 0 
vation in his name! 4% Bath: en ot 
x blowſhare the biags of out bielted 
deemer ſet at naught, and his name bla 
phemtd4 amongſt ther Gentiles, through the 
Varighieous proceedings of his proleſſed fol- 
n indy ws: 1 2 Wett. 
My mindhath often been affected, even from 
abs days of my ynuth, under a ſenſe of that 
marvellous work, for which God, in n 
neſs, ſent his Son into the wor lc. 
* Theopening of ; that ſpring of (living. Wa 
tas, which the true { believers. in Chriſt: ex- 
perience;. by which they are redeemed from 
and covetouſneſs, and brought into a 
Rete, of meck nel, where theit hearts, are en- 
Jarged in true love toward their fellow - crea- 
Hires: univerſally — this work, to me, has 
been precious, and the ſpreading the knowledge 
oi the ttuth amongſt the Gentiles been very de- 
frrable: and the profeſſed followers of: Chriſt 
joining io cuſtoms, evidentlyß unrighteous, 
which. manifeſtiy tend to ſtir up wrath and in- 
create. wars and. deſolations, hach oſten covered 
my mind with ſorrow. 5 
+» if we; bring; this matter home, and, as job 
rb 10 his friends, put our ſoul i in their 
den ſoul's ſtend; (Job xvi. 4.) 
725 we conſider; ourſelves and our ian, 


expoſed to: the. hardſhins which theſe Ll * 
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ple lis under, in eee 
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Did we, in uch caſe;” behold am incred{&ef 
Juxory and ſuperfiuity amongſt PP nas nd 
and x Nutty feel an increaſe of the 
of our bordens, and expect our poſterity to 
prong under oppreſſion aſter uns 

Under all this miſery, had de Mee n pd 
| eur cauſe , nor any hope of relief from mam, 
how would our cries aſcend to the God uf tho 
ſpirits of all fleſh, who judgeth the world in 
righteouſneſs; andy in his on time; is a reſuge 
for the oppreſſed ! . ae ONCE > 

If they; whonthus afflicted us, continued to 
lay claim to veligion, and- were. affifisdini heir 
buſineſi by others, eſteemed pious popIE, wn, 
througlv a friendſhip with them; Wee 
their hands in tyranny: ?: bananen 

In ſuch à ſtate; when we . 
bitten! and could not» have ſuffieient nddtiſh. 
ment; but ſawithem in fulneſs proving their 
taſte with things fetched from fa: ras, 

When we were wearied with habour; de 
ried the liberty to reſti and ſaw them ſpending 
their time at caſe:; when''garments,- anfwer. 
able to out neceffities, were denied us, while 
we fav them ddethed in char which was eofly - 


and 'delicate 5 b nne, en WAL 

ucder ſuch affliction; how would theſe 

painful feelings riſe up as wirneſſes againſt 

their pretended devotion |-+and, if the name 

of their religion were mentioned in our hear» 

Ing; how would it ſound im our ears, mo 
wor 
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wand which ſignified-elf-exaltation and hard- 
beſfoof heart! tick 
When a trade 56 2arried>: on, produdive ef 
much miſery, and they who ſuffer by it _ 
ſome»thoufand miles off, the danger is the 
greater Uf not lying” their gs to 
1 t N. he D fy 
In procuring flaves bo--thes coaftliof | Ae 
many: children are ſtolen privately ; wars alſo 
art encouraged amongſt the — but _ 
iat 9:greatidaſtance ot fi Wort 
Many groans ariſe from o_ men * . 
woe hear not. as farqqo t 
__ e:Nanyicrivs are uttered — and. a. 
tharleſachildren, which reach not our ears. 
'Menyicbecks! are wet with tears, and faces 
eee ebenen grief, which we _ 
not: + © 009 Yo} rt) off 2bapd K. 
oGmckityeenoy is encouraged. The baude 
of robbers ate ſtrengthened, and thouſands 
reũuned to the . who never 
mjuredius.. 17 „ t cantd in 
Were we for the term of one year only to 
bon eye · witneſſes to e paſieth © in getting! 
theſe ſlaves: RT +155 N e öck 
Were the blood: which is there ſhed to be 
ſprinkled on our garments d 
Were the poor captives bound wich ame: 
heavy laden with-elephants teeth. to paſs: de- 
fote our eyes on their way to the ſea vt ?: 
Were their bitter lamentations day — 
day to ring in our ears, and their maurnſul 
cries in the night to hinder dis from ſleep- 


ing: *, 
Were 
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Were we to hear - the found” of: the "bt 
when the. ſlaves on-board the flrips uttompt 
to kill the Engliſn, and behold the n 
thdſe ina eee, „ Nec 
What pious: man could be a — 
things, and ſee a trade carried on imthis mutiger, 
without being deeply affected with ſortow 701 > 
Through abiding in the love of Chriſt w] 
feel a tenderneis in our hearts toward but 
fellow-creatures, / entangled in opprefiive cuſs 
toms; and a concern ſo 10 walk, that bur 


conduct may not be a means of ſtrengthening 
theme in error. l ile D843 
It was the eee of che Lord; through 
Moſes, Thou ſhalt not ſuffer ſin upon thy 
* brother: thou ſhalt in any wife rebuke thy 
brother, and ſhalt not ſuffer een hank.” 
Lev. xix. 17. nun, e e 
Again; Keep Pra Fromm: a falſe matter; 
t and the innocent and: dk rn _ thou 
cc not.” Exod; xxiii. 7. „ „ t 15 
The prophet- Iſaiah mentions opproſfion-as" 
that which the true church, in time of out- 
ward quiet, ſnould not only: be clear of, but 
ſhould be far from it; Thou ſhalt be far 
«from oppreſſion,” Iſaiah liv. 14. Nowthefe 
words, far from, appear to have an extenfive 
meaning, and to convey inſtruction in regard 
to that of which Solomon ſpealcs, * Though 
hand join in hand, the wicked ſhall not 80 
unpuniſhed,” Prov. xvi. x æ. 46 0999 1097 296 
It was a complaint againſt one of old, 
% When theu ſaweſt a thief,” thou: conſented 
cc with him.” Pſal. I. 8. 01 
The 


0 . Jairmiali-odpreſents- the de- 
n: toward :idolatroius ſacri- 
0 in the —— carried: en 
by children, men, and women.. The 
5; children; gather wood, the / fathers; kindle 
4; the fire;; and the women: knead 
ne e t een ee, 
Jer. vii. 18. 165 
It was a * the: Land. agua 
rael, through his prophet Ezekiel; that & they 
«. ſtrengthened — hands of the wicked, and 
ac, made the hearts of *. ne fad. 
Ezek. xiii. 112. 9 0 028 1 
Some works ieee by the 
people were repreſented, by the prophet Hoſea, 
in the ſimilitude of plougbing, reaping, and 
eating the fruit ;-**.Y ow have wick 
« edneſs, reaped iniquity, eaten the fruit of 
4 lying. becauſe" thou didſt truſt, in thy own 
<« . ways. tothe multitude of thy ay n. N 
Hoſea X. 13. 0 2127 7 en (11.1098 
I have felt great diſtreſs. of mind 4580 1 
came on this iſland, on account of the mem- 
bers of our ſociety being mixed with the 
world in various forts of buſineſs and traffic, 
eatried on in impure channels. Great is the 
trade to Africa: for 1 ſlaves; and, in loading 
theſe ſhips, r e 0 
in the manufactories. = 
Friends in eatly time ceflaſed, on a telgi⸗ 
ous principle, to make lor trade in ſuperflui - 
ties; of which e have many large teſtimo- 
mies on record; but; for want of faithfulneſs; 
ſome gave way, even ſome whoſe examples 
aid] .N=4. 7 Ware 


On rονν,,ẽ,a NEIGHBOURS. UBy 


were of note · in ſuciety and fruthorhencelo- 
thers tool more liberty: menbrrrrü f U f 
worked in ſuperfluitios he 
fold them, and thus —.— of ig he ca 
over many: At length, friend gormes the 
uſt of bende ſuper fluities im dreſs; and in the 
furniture of their houſes, and this hat ſpreui 
from leſs to more, till ſuperfluity of formt 
kinds is 'conmumbe am $07 S m 
In this” declining tate many leok at the 
example one of another, and too much ne. 
glect the pure feeling of truth. Of late ear 
à dee — hath attended my mind, that 
friends may dig deep, may carefully caſt ferth 
the looſe — and get down to the ro. 
the ſure foundation, and theres theartkens te 
what dieine 2 which ann and cet- 
rain found.” 5 2 Den ende 
And I have felt i in that which doth not de- 
reive, that; if friends, Who have known the 
truth, keep in that tenderneſs of heart, wheie 
all 'views of outward gain are given up, and - 
their truſt is only on the Lord, he will gra- 
ciouſly lead ſome to be patterns of deep ſelſ⸗ 
denial in things relating to trade and han- 
dicraft labour; and that ſome, who have 
plenty of the treaſures of this world, will ex- 
ample in a plain. frugal life, and pay wages, 
to ſuch as they may hire, more ne 
than is now cuſtomary in ſame places. 
The prophet, ſpeaking of the true church, 
ſaid, „Thy People allo _ de all 9 
96 ous.” 
Of the depth of this divine * l 
have ſpoken. John 
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. ..Jobn- Gratton, in his Jo! nal,. - 45, ſaid, 
10 The Lot 0 5 Jogen pr 45. want. 
He hath. wrought. all my works in me. 1 

r nothing but what I am in; him. 
Gilbert Latey, through the. powerful ope- 

ratiogs of the ſpirit of Chriſt i in his ſoul, was 

ht to BY depth of ſelf-denial, that he 
aver. coy join with that proud ſpirit in other 

e which inclined them to want vanities 

and ſuperfluities. This friend was, often a- 

mongſt the chief rulers of the nation in times 

of perſecution, and it appears, by the teſti- 

mony of friends, that his dwelling was ſo e- 

vidently in the pure life of truth, that, in his 

viſits to thoſe great men, he found a place in 
their minds; and that king James the ſecond, 
in the times of his troubles, made particular 
mention in a very. reſpectful manner of what 

Gilbert once ſaid to him 

The ſaid Gilbert found a concern to write 

an epiſtle, in which are theſe expreſſions z 

7% Fear the Lord, ye men of all ſorts, trades, 

and callings, and leaye off all the evil that is 

in, them, for the Lord. is grieved with all the 
evils uſed in your ene which you 

are exeręiſed a 

It is gy a grief to ſee how you are ſer⸗ 

vants to ſin and inſteuments. of. Satan.” 805 

his Works, p «42+ &. 

George Fox, in an epiltle, . writes thus; : 

Friends, ſtand in the eternal power of 

Bod, witneſſes againſt the pomps and vani- 


ties of this world,” =-- 
| 2% Such 


in na 1 
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14 Such thideffiien as ſtand, a Hitneſles 
in the power, of 00d. cannot fulfil the P. 
ple's minds in theſe vanities, and a7 
they are offended at them.“ 

1 Let all truſt in the Lord, and walt pa- 
tiently on him; for, when truth firſt FA 
forth in London, many tradeſmen could not 
take ſo much money in their ſhops, for ſom 

time, as would buy them bread and water, 
becauſe they withſtood the wofld's ways, 
faſhions, and cuſtoms; yet, by their patient 
waiting on the Lord in their good life an 

converſation, they anſwered the truth in peo- 

le's hearts, and thus their buſineſs increal: 
ed.” Book of Docttinals, p. 824. 

Now, Chriſt our holy leadet gracioully kot 
tinueth to open the underſtandings of his 
people, and as circumſtances alter from age 
to age, ſome, who are deeply baptized into a 
feeling of the ſtate of things, are led by his 
boly Spirit into exercifes in ſome, reſpect dif- 
ferent from thoſe which attended the faichful 
in foregoing ages, and, through the conſtrain- 
ings of pure love, are engaged to open the 
feelings they have to others. 

In faithfully following Chriſt, the heatt is 
weaned from the deſire of riches, and we 
are led into a life fo plain and fimple, that a 
little doth ſuffice, and thus the way openeth 
to deny ourſelves, under all the tempting al- 
lurements of that gain, which we know is 
the gain of untighteouſneſs. 


The 
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. The apoſtle, ſpeaking on this ſubject, aſk- 
eth this queſtion; - “ What. fellowſhip hath. 
= zighteouſneſs with unrightcouſneſs * jg Cor. 
Vi. 14. And again ſaith, * Have no follow- 
cc, ſhip. with the unfruitful works of darkneſs, 
re but rather reprove them.” Epheſ. 1. 
Again, Be not partaker of other men's ſins, 
keep thyſeif pure.“ 1 Tim. v. 22. 

Where people, through the power of Chriſt, 
are thoroughly ſeitled in a right uſe of thinge, 
freed from all unneceſſary care and expence, 
the mind, in this true refignation, is at liberty, 
from the bands of a narrow ſelf-intereſt, to 
attend from time to time on the movings of 
his ſpirit upon us, though he leads into that 
through which our faith is cloſely tried. 

The language of Chriſt is pure, and, to the 
pure in heart, this pure language is intelligi- 
ble; but, in the love of money, the mind, being 
intent on gain, is too full of human contrivance 
to attend to it. 

It appeareth, evident, that Ine cn le er 
trade are defiled with. unrightconſneſs, that 
the minds of many are intent on getting trea- 
ſures to ſupport a life, in which there are many 
unneceſlary expences. 

And I feel a living, concern attend my 
mind, that, under theſe difficulties, we may 
humbly follow our heavenly Shepherd, who 
graciouſly regardeth his flock, and is willing 
and able to ſupply us both inwardly and out- 
wardly with clean provender, that hath been 
*wihnowed with the ſhovel and the fan, where 
we may 5 ſow to ourſelves. in tighteoulneſs, 
5 | 3 e Ieap 
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CO reap in mercy,” Hofea x. 122,5 ann oy be 


defiled with the works of iniquit. 
Where cuſtoms contrary to pure wiſdom 
are tranſmitted to poſterity, it appears to be 
an injury committed againſt them; and I often 
feel tender eompaſſion toward a young! generar - 
tion, and deſires that their difficulties may not 


be increaſed through unfaithfulneſs in us of the 


re . 
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x the 1035 to Afcdcd * dies: and in the: 

management of ſhips going on "theſe voys 
ages, many of our lads and young men have a 
confiderable part of their education. . 

Now, what pious father, beholding his fon 
placed in one of theſe ſhips to learn the prace 
tice of a mariner, could forbear mounting over 
him ? | 
Where youth are exampled in means of | 
getting money, fo full of violence and uſed 
to exerciſe ſuch eruelties on their fellow- crea- 
tures, the diſadvantage to eng in their edu · 
cation is very great. | 

But I feel it in my mind to write concerning 
the ſrafaring life in general. 

In the trade carried on from the Weſt · In 


dies, and from ſome parts of the continent, 
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the produce of che labour: of Hlaves f is a con- 
oat e Parr. 21 
As ſailors are ee at "hs — 
whine ſlaves abound, and converſe: often with 
people who oppreſs them without the appear- 
"ance of remorſe, and often with ſailors employ- 
ed in the ſlave-trade, how powerfully do. theſe 
evil nne prend "— the ſcafaring 
0 rl 
have had many opportunities to feel and 
uoderſtand the general ſtate of the ſeafaring 
life amongſt us, and my mind hath often 
been ſad on account of ſo many lads and 
young men being trained P amidſt ſo grant 
comuption; | 
Under the bumbling power of Chriſt I 
have ſeen, that, if the leadings of his holy 
Spirit were faithfully attended to by his pro- 
feſſed followers in general, the heathen nati- 
ons would be exampled in righteouſneſs. -. A 
leſs number of people would be employed on 
the ſeas. The: channels of trade would be 
more free from defilement. Fewer. people 
would be exployed: in re and ſuper- 
fluities. 0 
2 inhabitants of cities nay bo leſs in 
: number. 0. 3 
Thoſe obe base much a ward become A 
fathers to the po. } 
More people Wld be ee in the 
0 employment of huſbandry; and, in the 
Path of pure wiſdom, labour would by an a- 


g ecable, healthful, employment. its 
Yo b — | In 


FL 


On « SAILOR LIFE. 293 


In 1 opening of theſe things i in my mind, 
1 feel a living concern that we, who, 9 felt 
divine love in our hearts, may faithfully abide 
in it, and, am endute hardneſs 
oe Chriſt's ſake. - e 
He, our bleſſed f PRO exhorting) his. fol- 
hedges to love one. another, adds 'F As J. hate 
loved you.” John ili. 34. N 
ile loved Lazarus, yet in ble ſickneſs did 
not heal him, but left him to endure; the 
pains of death, that, in reſtoting him to life, 
the people might» * confirmed in the true 
; aith. i & ISDOMTS 4717 
5 He Tet his 1 but ſong, them forth 
on a meflage attended with great difficulty, 
amongſt bard-hearted people, ſome of whom 
would think that in Kling _ they did 
Gad-ervice; iis! 443 (31 Ae ay 64 
80 deep is divine love, chat, in dedlaſtly 
abiding i in it, we are. prepared to deny...our- 
ſelves all that gain which is gonttaty to 
pure wiſdom, and to foilow Aniston ungpr 
contempt, and through ſuffe ing 
While friends were kept trely bumble, and 
walked according to the purity of our prin- 
ciples, the divine witneſs in many hearts was 
teached; but when a worldly. ſpirit got en- 
trance, therewith came in luxuries, and  ſu- 
perfluities, and ſpread, by little and little, 
even amongſt the foremoſt rank in ſociety, 
and from thence others took liberty in that way 
more abundantly. | 
In the continuation of. theſe blogs, from 
parents to children, there were many wants 
U 3 to 
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to ſupply, eden wants unknown ts friends 
while they Fiithfully followed, Chriſt: and, 
in ſtriving to ſupply theſe wants, many have 
efacted on the poor; many have entered on 
employments, in which they often labour in 
upholding pride and vanity. "Many have lobk- 
ed on one another, and been ſtrengthened in 
theſe things, one by the example of another; 
ant; as to the pure divine ſeeing, dimneſs Rath 
Wins! over many, #nd the channels of oy wide 
therly love hen obſtructed. 

Feöple may have no intention to e 
yet, by entering on expenſive ways 0 
their tnifids- may be ſo entangled therein, and 
ſo engaged tõ ſupport experifive cuſtoms, 
to be "clringed kern the Pa ymparhiting 
% =+ 4 AF; = 
* * I have en in England; I have had 
a tender feeling of the condition of poor peo- 

ple; ſome of Whom, though honeſt and in- 
Fuſtious, have nothing to ſpare toward paying 
for the ſchooling of their children. 

There is à proportion between labour and 
the neceſſaries of life; and, in true brotherly 


love, the mind is open to feel alter the necef- 


fities of the poor. 

 Amoryſt the pobr, there: are ths that art 
weak through age, and others of a weakly 
'nature, Who Pals through ſtraits, in very pri- 
Vate life, without aſking relief from the ow 


tic 


Such, as are "Qrong and healthy, may do 
that buſineſs, Which, to the weakly, may be 


; 'eppreflive ; ; and in performing that, in a r 


which 


1 ' 3 7 3 Das 4 
m x Sh x 


RET II IE 
B28 MESS Er 
© 2 4 3 r © 

We pa 


3 5 

7 

£3 

5 

3 
3; 
7 
8 
$5 
8 

. 
5 
= 
* 
= 

348 
* 
RS x 14 
1 
1 
1 
8 
„ 
1 
WS +) 
* 2 

72 


Pk 


On 147 SAHLOR's LIFE. 295 


which is eſteemed. a day's labour, by. weakly 
perſons, in the field and in the ſhops, and by 
weakly women who ſpin and knit in the ma- 
nufactories, they often paſs through | weari- 
neſs ; and many ſighs, I believe, ate. uttered in 
ſecret, unheard by ſome who Might eaſe ehr 
burdens. 

Labour, in the right medium, is healthy ; 
but, in too much of it, there is a painful wWea- 
rineſs; and the hardſhips of. the poor are 
ſometimes increaſed through want of more a- 


Saga nouriſhment, more plentiful fuel for 


e fire, and warmer clothing in the winter, 
than their wages will anſwer. 
When 1 have ſeen plenty, in ſome houſes, 
to a degree of luxury, the condition of poor 
children brought up without learning, and the 
condition of the weakly and aged, who ſtrive 
to live by their labour, have often revived in 
my mind, as caſes of which ſome, who live in 
fulneſs, need to be put in remembrance. 1 - 

There are few,-if any, who, could DOR 
their fellow- creatures lie long in diſtreſs, an 
forbear to help them, When they could do it 
without any inegnvenience ; but cuſtoms, re- 
quiring much labour to PR them, do. of- 
ten lie heavy on the poor, while they who live 
in theſe cuſtoms are ſo entangled. i in a multitude 
of unneceſſary concerns, that they think but 
little of the hardſhips which the Poon Nene 0 A 
through,  _ 
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| ORSHIP Ih -flehice Ho often Veen 
refreſhing to my mind, and a Care at- 
tends me that a Wu generation may feel the 
Hatute of this wörfflip. 
Great expence Ih in relation to that 
#hich | js called divine worſhip: oo 
© A conſiderablè part of this expetice i is applied 
toward outward greatneſs; t and many poor 
1 people, in railing of tithe, "1abour i in ſupporting 
4 duſtoms contrary to tHe fi Icy that there is 
a jn Chriſt ; toward whom n "mind hath often | 
been moved with ity. v5 
In pure filent worſhip we awel under the 
holy anointing, and fee} Chriſt 155 be our ſhep- 
herd, | * ERM ; 
Here the beſt of teachers miniſters to the ſe- 
Feral conditions of his fot} und the ſoul re- 
ceives, immedlately from the Uivine fountain, 
that with which it is nouriſhed!' 4+ TY 
As l have travelled, at times; bete thoſe of 
other fotieties have attended ur meetings, 
and have perceived how little ſbme of them 
knew of the nature of ſilent Worſhip; 1 have 
"feſt tender gefires in my heart, that we, who 
'6ften fix filent in our meetings, may tive anſ- 
"werable to the nature of an inward fellowſhlp 
with Cod, that no ſtumbling- block, through 
ud, may be laid! in their way. 8 
tf, Such 
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Such is the load of unneceſſaty expence, 
which lieth on that which is called divine ſer- 
vice, in many places, and ſo much are the 
minds of many people employed in outward 
forms and ceremonies, that the opening of an 
inward ſilent worſhip, in this nation, 82 

hath appeared to be a precious opening. 

Within the laſt four hundred years, many. 
pious people have been deeply exerciſed Us 
| ſoul, on account of the ſuperſtition which-pre- 
vailed amongſt the profeſſed followers of Chriſt; 
and, in ſupport of their teſtimony againſt op- 
prefiive idolatry, ſome, in ſeveral ages, have. fl 
niſhed their courſe in the flames. 

It appears, by the hiſtory of the reforma- 
tion, that, through the faithſulneſs of the mar- 
tyrs, the underſtandings of many have been o- 
pened, and the minds of people, from age to 
age, been more and more prepared for a real 
{piritus] worſhip. 

- My mind is. often affected with a ſenſe I 
the condition of thoſe people, who, in different 
ages, have been meek and patient, following 
Chriſt through great afflictions: and, while 
1 behold the Goel ſteps of reformation, and 
that clearneſs to which, through.divine good- 
neſs, it hath been brought hy our anceſtors. ; 
1 feel tender deſires, that Es 190 ſomgtimes 
meet in ſilence, may never, by gur conduct, 
lay ſtumbling blocks in the > WAY. 7 of ehem, and 


hinder the. progreſs of the retgrmarion in the 
world. -—- 
It was a complaint, againſt "ſome. IK were 
called the Lord's people, that they brought 
polluted 


” * 
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polluted . bread to his altar, and faid the table 
of the Lord was contemptible. | 

In real filent worſhip, the ſoul feeds on that 
which is divine; but we cannot partake of the 
table of the Lord, and that table which is pre- 
pared by the God of this world, 

If Chriſt is our ſhepherd and feedeth us, 
and-we are faithful in following him, our lives 
will have an invitipg language, and the table of 
the Lord will not be polluted, 
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' QUARTERLY and. MONTHLY 
MEETINGS or FRIENDS. 


Beloved Friends, © 00 


TONEELING, at this time, a renewed con- 
cern, that the pure principle of light and 
lite, and the righteous fruits thereof, may ſpread 
and prevail amongſt -mankind, there is an en- 
gagement on my heart to labour with my bre- 
thren in religious profeſſion, that none of us 
may be a ſtumbling- block in the way of others; 
but that we may ſo walk, that our conduct may 
reach the pure witneſs in the hearts of ſuch as 
are not in profeſſion with us. 3 
And, dear friends, while we publicly own 
that the Holy Spirit is our leader, the profeſ- 
ſion is in itfelf weighty, and the weightineſs 
thereof increaſeth, in proportion as we are 
noted among the profeſſors of truth, and 
active 
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ages in dealing with ſuch as walk diſorder- 


my water our profeſſion, for want of due 
attention and a perfect reſignation to this 
divine Teacher, have, in ſome things, mani- 
ſeſted a deviation from the purity of our re- 
Ugious principles; ; and theſe deviations, ha- 


wg, crept in among{t 1 us by little and little, 


and increaſing from leſs to greater, have been 
fo far unnoticed, that ſome, living in them, 
have been active in putting diſcipline in prac- 
tice, with relation to others, whoſe conduct 
hath appeared er diſhonourable in the 
world. -- 
Now, as my mind Kath been exerciſed be- 
fore the Lord, I have ſeen that the diſci- 
pline of the church of Chriſt ſtandeth in that 
which is pure ; that it is the wiſdom from 
above "which gives authority to diſcipline ; 


and that the weightineſs thereof ſtandeth not 
in any outward. circumſtances, but in the 
authority of Chriſt, who is the author of it; 

and where 20 walk after the fleſh, and not 


according to t 
: fame time / are active in putting diſcipline in 


e purity of truth, and at the 


actice, a veil is gradually drawn over the 
-purity: of diſcipline, and over that holineſs 


of life, which Chriſt leads thoſe into, © in 
«© whom the love of God is verily perfected, 8 


1 John ii. 5. 
When we labour in true love with offend- 


ers, and they remain obſtinate, it ſometimes 


is neceſſary to proceed as far as our Lord di- 
+: : 


rected : Let him be to thee as an heathen 
man, or a publican,” Matt. xviti. 17. 


4 


. Now, when ſuch, are. diſowned, and they 
who act therein feel Chriſt made unto them 
wiſdom, and are preſerved in his meek re- 
ſtoring ſpirit, there is no juſt cauſe of offence 
miniſtered to any: , but, when ſuch as ate 
active in dealing with offenders indulge them- 
ſelves in things which are _ contrary to the 
putity of truth, and yet judge others whoſe 
conduct appears more diſhonourable than 
theirs, here the pure authority of diſcipline 
ceaſeth as to ſuch offenders, and a tempta- 
tion is laid in their way to wrangle and con- 
tend: — © Judge not,” ſaid our Lord, © that 
i ye be not judged.” Now, this forbidding 
alludes to man's judgement, and points out 
the neceflity of our humbly attending to that 
ſanctifying power under which the faithful 
experience the Lord to be © a ſpirit of judge- 
ment to them.” Iſa, xxviii, 6, And, as we 
feel his Holy Spirit to mortify the deeds of the 
body in us, and can ſay, lt is no more I that 
te live, but Chriſt that liveth in me,” here 
right judgement is known. | 
And, while divine love preyails in our 
hearts, and ſelf in us is brought under judge- 
ment, a preparation is felt to labour in a right 
manner with offenders: but, if e abide not 
in this love, out outward performance in deal- 
ing with others degenerates into formality; for 
+ this is the love of God, that we. keep his 
„ commandments,” John i, z. 


How 
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"How weighty are thoſe inſtructions of out 
Redeęmer, concerning religious duties, when 
he points out that they, who pray, ſhould be 
ſo obedient to the teachings of the Holy Spi- 
rit, that, humbly confiding in his help, they 
may ſay, * Thy name, O Father; be hallowed! 
* thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 
© earth as it is heaven“ -— In this aw- 
ful ſtate of mind is felt that worſhip which 
ſtands in doing the will of God, on earth, as 
it is done in heaven, and keeping the holy 
name ſacred. To take a holy profeſſion upon 
us is awful; nor can we keep this holy name 
facred but by humbly abiding under the 
croſs of Chriſt. The apoſtle made a heavy com- 
plaint againſt ſome, who prophaned this holy 
name by their manner of living: Through 
„ you (he ſays) the name of God is blaſphe- 
* med amongſt the Gentiles.” Rom. it. 24. 

Some of our anceftors, through many tri- 
bulations, were gathered into the ſtate of true 
worſhippers, and had fellowſhip in that 
which is pure; and, as one was inward] 
moved to kneel down in their afſemblies and 
publicly call on the name of the Lord, thofe 
in the harmony of united exerciſe, then pre- 
ſent, joined in the prayer; I mention this in 
order that we, of the preſent age, may look 
unto the Rock from whence we wete hewn, 
and remember that to unite in worſhip is a 
union in prayer, and that prayer, acceptable 
to the Father, is only in a mind truly ſancti- 
fied, where the-facred name is keptholy, and 


the heart refigned to do his will on earth as 
it 
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it is done in heaven: If ye abide in me,” 
faith Chriſt, and my words abide in you, | 
„ ye ſhall alk what ye will in my name, 
&« and it ſhall be dope unto you.” Now, we 
know not what to pray for as we ought, but 


as the Holy Spirit doth open and direct our 
minds, and, as we faithfully yield to its in- 
fluences, our prayers. ate in the will of our 
heavenly Father, who fails not to grant that 
which his own ſpirit, through his children, 
aſketh ;—thus preſervation from fin is known, 
and the fruits of righteouſneſs are brought 
forth by ſuch as inwardly unite in prayer. 

How weighty are our ſolemn meetings 
when the name of Chriſt is kept holy? . 

Ho precious is that ſtate, in which the 
children of the Lord are ſo redeemed from 
the love of this world, that they are n 


and bleſſed in all that they do.” R. Barclays 


Apology, p. 44. 


How neceffary is it that we, who profeſs | 
theſe principles, and are outwardly active in 


ſupporting them, ſhould faithfully abide in 
divine ſtrength, that As He, who hath call- 
« ed us, is holy, ſo we may be holy in all 
«© manner of converſation.” 1 Pet. i. 15. 
If one, profeſſing to be e 
ſpirit of Chiiſt, propoſeth to unite in a labour 


to promote righteouſneſs in the earth, and 
in time paſt he hath manifeſtly deviated from 
the path of equity, then, to act conſiſtent with 
this principle, his firſt work is to make reſti- 
titution fo far as he may enabled; for, if he 

attempts to contribute toward a work, intend- 
| ed 


5 
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ed to promote righteouſneſs, while it appears 
that he neglecteth or refaleth to act righte- 
bully himſelf, his conduct bas à tendency to 
e the minds of -thoſe who are weak in 
the faith, who behold theſe things, and to 
draw a'veil over the purity of righteouſneſs, 
by. carrying an appearance as though that was 
righteouſneſs which is not. 

Again, if I propoſe to affiſt in ſupporting 
thoſe doctrines wherein that purity of life is 
held forth in which cuſtoms, proceeding from 
the ſpirit of chis world, have no place, and, 
at the ſame time, to ſtrengthen others in thoſe 
cuſtoms, by my example; the firſt ſtep, then, 
in an orderly proceeding, is, to ceaſe from 
thoſe cuſtoms myſelf. and, afterwards, to la- 
bour, as I may be enabled, to promote the 

q like diſpoſition and conduct in others. 

To be convinced of the pure principle of 
truth, and diligently exerciſed in walking 
anſwerably thereto, is neceſſary, before I can 
conſiſtently recommend this principle to o- 
thers. — I often feel a labour in ſpirit, that 
we, who are active members in religious ſo- 
ciety, may experience in ourſelves the truth 
of thoſe expreſſions of the Holy One, 1 
<, will be fanctified in them that come nigh 
% me. Lev. x. 3. In this caſe, my mind 
hath been often exerciſed, when alone, year 
after year, for many years, and, in the re- 
newings of divine love, a tender care hath 
been incited in me, that we, who profeſs the 
inward principle of light to be our teacher, 
may be a family, vaited in that purity of. 

| worſhip 


rst. e 
worſhip which er life and 


miniſters inftroion-to vthers,” a 
My; mind is often drawn toward children 
in the truth, who; having a ſmall ſhare-vf the 
things of this life and coming to have fami- 
blies, may be inwardiy exerciſed before the 
Lord to ſupport them in a way agreeable to 
the purity of truth in which they may foel 
his bleſſing upon them in their labours ; the 
thoughts of ſuch being entangled with cuſs 
toms, (contrary to pure wiſdom, conveyed to 
them through our hands, doth often very 
tenderly and movingly affect my heart; and, 
when 1 look toward, and think on, the ſuc- 
ceeding generation, fervent defires are raiſed 
in me, that we, by yielding to that Holy Spi- 
rit which leads dns: all truth, may not do 
the work of the Lord deceitfully, may not 
live contrary to the purity of the divine prin- 
ciple we profeſs, ye. that; as faithfal labour 
ers in our age, we may be inſtrumental in 
removing ſtumbling- blocks out e 
thoſe who may ſucceed us. 

So great was the love of Chriſt, At he 
gave himſelf for the church, that he might 
er ſanctify and cleanſe it, that it ſhould be 
« holy and without blemiſh, fet having 
«« ſpot or wrinkle or any ſuch thing.“ Eph. 
v. 25. And, there any take the name of 
Chriſt upon them, ptofeſſing to be members 
of his church and led by his Holy Spirit, 
and yet manifeſtly deviate from the purity 
of truth, they herein act againſt the gracious 


r 7e of his giving himſelf for them, and 
| X miniſter 
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miniſter caufe for the continuance of bis afs 
flitions; Bis! in his body, the church. 
Euiriſt fuffered afflictions in a body of fleſh, 
piping — the Father; but the afflictions of 
body are yet unfiniſned ; for 
— HO — baptized into Chriſt, are bap- 
tized into his e and, as we humbly abide 
under his fanctifying power, and are brought 
forth into newneſs of life, we feel Chriſt to 
live- in us; who being e fame yeſterday,” 
to-day, and for ever, and always at unity 
with ' himſelf, his ſpirit, in the hearts of his 
people, leads to an inward exerciſe for the ſal- 
vation of mankind : and when, under a tra- 
vail of ſpirit, we behold a viſited people en- 
tangled by the ſpirit of this world, with its 
wickedneſs and — — and thereby ren- 
dered incapable of being faithful examples to 
others, ſorrow and heavineſs, under a ſenſe 
of theſe things, are often experienced; and 
thus, in ſome meaſure, is filled up that x Og 
remains of the afflictions of Chriſt. 
Our bleſſed Saviour, ſpeaking. conceriving 
gifts offered in divine ſeryice, ſays, If 
«thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there 
« remembereſt that thy brother hath ought. 
44 „ ar thee, leave there thy gift, before the 
ar, and go thy way; firſt be reconci- 
* to thy brother, oh then come and 
offer thy gift.“ Mat. v. 23, 24. Now, 
there is no true unity but in that wherein 
the Father and the Son are united; nor can 
there be a perfect reconciliation but in ceaſing. 
from that which ini cauſe for the con- 


tinuation 
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tinuation of the afflictions af Qhrift,z, and; if 
any, profeſſing to bring their gift ta the alta 
do remember the euſtomary contradiction 

which ſome of their fruits hear to the puts 


= 


ſpiritual worſhip, here it appears veceſiar 


i 
lay to heart this command, Leave, thy git 
„by the alta... dat eig gig 5811 | 
- Chriſt graciouſly calls his people brethren. 1 

% Whoſoever ſhall do the will of God, the ſame 
« js my brother.“ Mark iii. 35. Now, if we 
walk contrary to the truth, as it is in Jeſus, 
while we continue to profeſs it, we offend. 
againſt Chriſt ; and if, under this offence, we a 
bring our. gift to the altar, our Redeemer 
doth. not direct us to take back our gift, he. 
doth not diſcourage. our. proceeding in a good 
work, but graciouſly points out the neceſſa- 
ry means by which the gift may he rendered 
acceptable: Leave, (ſaith he) thy gift by 
*« the altar: firſt go and be reconciled to thy 
*« brother ;” ceaſe from that Which grieves 
the Holy Spirit, ceaſe from that which, is, a- 
gainſt the truth, as it is in Jeſus, and then 

come and offer thy giſf rt. 
I feel, while Lam writing, a tenderneſs to 
thoſe, who, through. divine fayqut, are pre - 
ſerved in a lively ö 2 
churches, and at times may be under diſ- 
couragements with regard to proceeding in 
that pure way which Chriſt, by his Holy, Spi- 
rit, leads into. The depth of, diſordet and 
weakneſs, which ſo much prevail, being 0+, 
pened, doubtings are apt to; atiſe, as to the 


poſſibility of proceeding as an, aſſembly of 
X 2 the 
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me Lords people in the pure counſel of truth; 
and here I feel a concern to expreſs, in up- 
fs,” that which hath been opened in 
my mind, under the power of the croſs of 
Oßtiſt, reliting to a viſible gathered church, 
che members whereof are-guided by the 59 
Spirit. 
"The church is called the "Body of: cad, 
Col. i. 25. 
Chriſt is called the head of the Church, 
Pi. 22; ah 
The church is called the pillar and ground 
of truth, 1 i +. Hs © Ft &. 

Thus che church hath' a name chat is ſa- 
cred; ànd the neceſſity of keeping this name 
holy appears evident; for, Where a number 
of People unite in a profeſſion of being led by 
5 ſpirit of Chriſt, and publiſh their prin- 
eiples to the world, the acts and proceedings 
of that people may in ſome meaſure be con- 
fidered as ſuch which Chriſt is the author of: 
No, while we ſtand in this ſtation, if the 

pure light of life is not followed and regard- 
ed in our proceedings, we are in the way of 
prophaning the holy Name, and of going 
back toward that wilderneſs of ſufferings and 
perſecution, out of which, through the tender 
mercies of God, a church hath been gather- 
ed ; «© Chriſt liveth in ſanctified veſſels, Gal: 
it. 20. and where they behold his holy name 
profaned, and the pure goſpel light (eclipſed 
through the unfaithfulnefs of any who, by 
their ſtation, appear to de ſtandard- bearers 
under the Prince of Fenet, the livipg - 

rs 
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bers in the body of Chriſt, iu beholding theſes 
things, do in ſome degree experience the fely 
lowſhip of his ſufferings; and, as the wiſdom 
of the world more and more takes place in 
conducting the affairs of this viſible. Da 
church, and the pure leadings of the Holy 
Spirit are leſs waited for and followed, ſo tho 
true ſuffering ſeed is more and more opbrel 
ſed. 
My mind is funda: affected. with. a ſenſe; of 
the mods of ſincere-hearted people in ſome 
kingdoms, where liberty of conſcience is not 
allowed, many of whom, being burthened in 
their minds with prevailing ſuperſtition, joins 
ed with oppreſſions, are often under ſortew: 
and where ſuch have attended to that pure 
light, which hath in ſome degree, opened their 
underſtandings, and, for their faithfulneſs 
thereto, have been brought. to examination 
and trial, how heavy are the perſecutions 
which in divers parts of the world are exere 
ciſed upon them! How mighty, as to the 
outward, is that power by which. they: are 
borne down and oppreſſed ! 
How deeply affecting is the conditian of 
many upright-hearted people Who are taken 
into the papal inquiſition.! What lamentable 
cruelties, in deep vaults, in a private way, 
are exerciſed on many of them! and how 
lingering is that death, by a ſmall flow - fire, 
which they have frequently endured. who 
have been faithful ta the end! 
Ho many tender-ſpirited proteſtants hank 
been 3 to ſpend the remainder of their 
X3 lives 
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nes in à galley ehained to bars, under hard- 
"Hearted" maſters, while their young children 
"fire placed out for education, and taught 
| Trinciples ſo contrary to the conſciences of the 
arents, that, by diſſenting from them, they 
has hazarded their liberty, lives, and all 
that was dear to them of the things of chie 
world! | 
There have been in time paſt ſevere pere 
eutions under the Engliſh government, and 
many ' fincere-hearted people have ſuffered 
death for the teſtimony of a good conſcience, 
whoſe faithfulneſs in their day hath miniſtred 
encouragement to others, and been a blefling 
to many who have ſuceeeded them; thus, from 
ape to age, the darkneſs being more and more 
removed, à channel at length, through the 
tender mercies of God, hath been opened for 
the exerciſe of the pure gift of the goſpel mi- 
niſtry, without interruption from outward 
power; a work, the like of which is rare, and 
unknown in many parts of the world! 

As theſs things are often freſh in my mind, 
and this great work of God going on in the 
- earth has been open before me, that liberty 
of conſcience, with which we are favoured, 
; Tay appeared not as a light matter, 

- A truſt is committed to us, a great and 
weighty truſt; to which our diligent attenti- 
on is neceffar ry : wherever the active members 
of this viſible gathered church uſe themſelves 
- to that which is contrary to the purity of our 
rinciples,” it appears to be a breach of this 
fag and one "rep dagk toward the wilder- 
ts } * 7 neſs, 
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neſs, one ſtep. toward, lack Cabin 
infinite love hath done, through h is ys 
_ ſervants, in a work of ſeveral ages, and is h 
laying the foundation for, future ſuf er 
ings. n 2 3 fg +" A 8 
Tie Ang, invitation in. my mind. 40 
ſuch as are active in our religious ſociety, 
that we may lay to heart this matter, .and 
conſider. the. ſtation in which we ſtand; a 
place of outward liberty under the free exer- 
_ Ciſe of our conſcience toward God, not. 
tained but through great and manifold aflic- 
tions of thoſe who lived before us, There is 
gratitude. due from us to our, heavealy Fa- 
ther, and juſtice. to our poſterity 3; can our 
hearts endure, or our hands be ſtrong, if we 
deſert a cauſe, ſo precious, if we turn. aſide 
from a work under which {o. e have pa- 
tiently laboured?, .... os "ogy 
May the deep ſufferings * our Saviour be 
ſo dear to us, that we may never trample. un- 
der foot the adorable Son of God. e 
the blood of the covenant unholy! 
Mla⸗ay the faithfulneſs of the martyrs, hon 
the proſpect of death. by, fare was before.them, 
be remembered! and may the patient con- 
ſtant ſufferings of the upright · hearted, ſer- 
vants of God in latter ages, be revided i our 
minds! and may we ſo follow, on to. | 
the Lord, that neither the. Ait aithful in 


age, nor thoſe in ages to come, may —— ay 
brought under e through our fliding 
back from the W reformation in dhe 
Wall! tant NS he 


"x4 n 
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ile the active members in the viſible 
ered church ſtand upright, and the af- 
airs thereof are carried on under the leading 
elbe Holy Spirit, although diſorders may arjſe 
among us, and cauſe muny exerciſes to thoſs- 
who feel the care of the churches upon them, 
yet, while theſe continue under the Weight of 
the work, and labour in the meekneſs of wiſ< 
dom ſor the belp of others, the name of 
Chriſt in the viſible gathered church may be 
kept ſacred; but while they, who are active 
in the Gta: of this church, continue in 3 
manzfeſt oppoſition to the purity of our prin- 
ciples, this, as the prophet Ifaiah, x. 18. ex- 
pteſſeth it, is like f* as when a ſtandard- bear- 
„er fainteth:“ and thus the way opens to 
gteat and prevailing degeneracy, and to 
ſufferjngs for ſuch as, through the power of 
divine love, are ſeparated to the Solpel of 
Cbriſt, and cannot unite with any thing 
which ſtands in oppoſition to the * of it. 
The neceſſity of an inward ſtillneſs hath: 


under theſe exerciſes appeared clear to my 


ſhines into the ſoul: and, where the fruits of 


mind; in true ſilence ſtrength is ' renewed, | 
the mind herein is weaned from all things, 

but as they may be enjoyed in the divine 
will, and a lowlineis in outward living, op- 
poſite to worldly honour, becomes truly ac- 
ceptahle to us. In the defire after outward: 

gain, the mind is prevented from a perfect 

attention to the voice of Chriſt; * being 
weaned from all things but as they may be 
enjoyed in the divine will, the pure light 


that 
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that ſpirit, which is of this world: are brought = 
forth by many who praſeſa to be led by cha 
ſpirit of truth; and — fol to be 
gathering over the vilible) gathered chureb. 
the ſincere in heart, who abide in 
and are; exerciſed therein beſore the Lord for 
his name s ſake, have a knowledge of Chriſt 
in the fellowſhip. of his ſufferings, and in- 
ward thankfulnets is feltat-times, that, through 
divine love, out own wiſdom is caſt out, and 
that forward active part in us 
which would riſe and do ſomething in be 
viſible gathered church, without the pure 
leadin 88 "© id Spirit of Chriſt. - IS 46543; 603 3000 
While aught remains in us different flo 
a perfect reſignation of our wills, it is like a 
ſeal to a book, wherein is written : that good, 
„and acceptable, and perfect, will of God 
e concerning us, Rom. xii. 2. but, when 
our minds entirely yield to Chriſt, that 
filence is known, which followeth the open 
ing of the laſt of the ſeals, Rev. viii. 1. in 
this ſilence we learn abiding in the divine 
will, and there feel that we have no cauſe 
to promote but that only in which the li 
of life directs us in our proceedings, and t 
the alone way to be uſeful, in the church of 
Chriſt, is to abide faithfully under the lead- 
ings of his Holy Spirit in all caſes, and, being 
ſerved — in purity of heart and ho- 
final of converſation, a teſtimony. to the pu- 
rity of his government may be" held forth 
through ws 5 r 


n 
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Ae my mind hath been thus exerciſed, I 
ER that, to be active and buſy in the 

viſi gathered. churah, without the leadings 

—_— ww, — Sis +48. not. only unprofitable, 
but tends to increaſe l oy 5 where way 

n not opened to proceed in e lig — 

a ſtop is felt by thoſe who humbly attend to 
che divine Leader; a ſtop which, in relation 

to good order in the viſible gathered church, 

i of the greateſt conſequence to be obſerved: 
thus Robert-Baeclay, in his treatiſe on diſci- 
2 helds forth, pages 65, 68, 84. That 

the judgement, or concluſion, of the church, 


or congregation, is no farther e as to 
the true end and deſign thereof, but as ſuch 
judgement, or concluſion, proceeds from the 
Spirit of God, operating on their minds who 
are ſanctiſied in Chriſt Jeſus.” 
No, in this ſtop, I have learned the neceſ- 
* of wait ing on the Lord in humility, that 
the works of all may be brought to light, and 
thoſe to judgement which are wrought in the 
| wiſdom of this world; and have alſo ſeen that, 
in à mind thoroughly ſubjected to the power 
of the croſs;i there is a favour; of life to be felt, 
which evidently tends to gather ſouls to God, 
while the greateſt Works in the viſible gathered 
church, brought forth in man 8 wiſdom, re- 
main to be unprofitable. Uk Ne 
Where people are divi gathered into a 
holy fellowſhip, and faith 2 abide under 
the influence of that Spirit which leads into 
all truth, they ate the light of the world. 
Matt, V. 1 Now, holding Wen 


me, 
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me, hath appeared welghty;'Zevort - beyond 
what I can fully expreſs) and eb ur ble 
fed Lord ſeemecd to Read if viete zg wheilthe 
12 the neceſſſty of eGutiting'the coſt be- 
jade we be in to: datt ann 03 eh 091:3tat- 
I truſt there are many Who,” abies, under 
dine viſitation, feel an” inwardlehqaify after 
God; and when ſuch, in the fimplieity-of their 
hearts; mark the Jives of à people we profeſs 
to walk by the leadings of his Spirit, of what 
great concernment is it that &ur lights thine 
clear, that nothing of our conduct carry a 
contradiction to the truth as it is in Jeſus, dr 
de a means of profaning his hely name, and 
be a ſtumbling-block in ue were of thoſe fan- ; 
cere enquirers. { 2. V3 and buy” : 
When ſuch 'ſeckers as, Wenrted u with 
empty forms, look toward- vniting” with us 
as a people, and 'behold active members a- 
mong us depatt, in their cuſtomary way of 
living, from that purity of life, which, under 
Humbling exerciſes, hath been opened before 
them as the way of the Lotd's people, how 
mournful and diſcouraging is the proſpect 
and how ſtrongly doth ſuch unfaithfulneſs ope- 
rate againſt the ſpreading of the peaceable Har- 
monious principle and deſtimony of truth 4 
mongſt mankind! t iddehbor re An 
In entering into thict life; 7-whicts"is hid 
with Chriſt in God, we behold his peaceable 
government, where che whole family are go- 
verned by the ſame ſpirit and the doing 
e to others as we *woulds they: ſhoufd d un- 
„ti us groweth up as fruit runi a 
55 good 
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goed tree, the peace, quigtneſs, and harmo- 
nious walking. in this government is beheld 
with humble reverence. to him who is the 
authos of it; and, in partaking of the Spirit 
of Chriſt, we partake of that which laboure, 
end ſuffers for the increaſe. of this peaceable 
government among the inhabitants. of the 
yorld; and I have felt a labour of long con- 
tinuance that we, who profeſs this peaceable 
Principle, may be faithful — 
— the Prince of peace, and that nothi 
of a defiling nature, tending, to diſcord. — 
Wars, may remain among us. 

May each of us query with ourſelves, Have 
the treaſures I poſſeſs, been gathered in that 
wiſdom which is from above, ſo far 1 
appeared to me 

Have none of my Klon cteetures an equi 
table right to any part which is called mine? 
Have the gifts and poſſeſſions, received by 
as from olhers, been conveyed. in a way free 
_ all een a far as 1 have 

„ , 

The principle. of. peace, in which our truſt 
Gy on the Lord, and our minds weaned 
from a dependence on the ſtrength of armies, 
hath appeared to me very precious, and 1 
often feel ſtrong deſires, that we, who 2205 
feſs this principle, may ſo walk, as to give 
juſt cauſe for none of our 3 — to 
i offended at us; that our. lives may evi- 
dently manifeſt, that we are redeemed. from 
| that ſpirit in which wars are; our. bleſſed 


W in pointing out the danger of ſo 
leaning 
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teining on man, as to neglect the leadings ef 
his Holy Spirit, ſaid, Call nd man yout 
e, father opon the earth; fot one 18 your” fi 
«ther; which is in heaven!“ Mat. Xii: 9. 
Where the wiſdom from above 'is 3 
followed and therein we ute entruſted 
ſubſtance; it is a treaſure committed to dur 
care in the nature of an inheritance, at un 
inheritance from him, who formed and ſu 
ports, the world. No, in this n the 
true enjoyment of the — things of "this life 
is 2 and that bleſſing ken, in which 
is real ſafety; this is what F apprehend but 
bieſſed Lord had in view, when he pronouticed, 
10 Bleſſed are the meek, 1 ſhall inherit 
sthe-earth.”. Wan 
Selfiſh worldly- minded men may bogen 
| in the ' ſelfiſh" ſpirit, and, depending on the 
ſtrength of the outward power, be perplexed 
with ſecret uneaſineſs, leſt the injured fhould 
fometime overpower chem, and that meaſure he 
meted to them, which they meaſute to other. 
— Thus ſelfiſn men may poſſeſs the earth; 
bat it is the meek who inherit it, and en 2 
it as an inheritance from the heavenly 2 
ther, free from all the Teilerments and Per- 
plexities of untighteouſneſs. 
Where proceedings have "YEE in that wiſ⸗ 
dom which is from beneath, and inequitable 
gain is gathered by a man, and left as a giſt 
to his children, who, being entangled by the 
fame worldly ſpirit, have not attained to that 


clearneſs of light in which the channels of 


dern are © opened, and juſtice is _ to 
thoſe 
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thoſe ho temain ſilent under injuries? here ! 
have ſren, under humbling exerciſe of mind, 
that the ſihs of tlie fathers are embraced by 
the children, and become their ſins; and thus, 
in the days of tribulation, the iniquities of 
the; fathess: are viſited upon theſe children; 
who take hold of the unrighteouſneſs of their 
fathers, and live in that ſpirit ia which thoſe - 
iniquities were committed; to which agreeth . 
the prophecy: of | Moſes; concerning +a''rebet> -- 
lious people: * They that are left of- you 
« ſhall pine away in their iniquities, in yeur 
« enemy's land, and in the iniquities of their 
_ « fathers ſhall they pine away.” Lev. xxvi. 39. 
And our. bleſſed Lord, in beholding the hard- 
neſs of heart in that generation, and feeling 
in himſelf, thaty they lived in the fame ſpirit 
in which the prophets had been perſecuted 
unto death, ſignified, that the blood of all 
re the prophets, which was ſhed from the 
« foundation of the world, ſhould be requir- 
« ed of that generation, from the blood of 
% Abel, unto the blood of Zacharias, which 
<« pęriſhed between the altar and the temple.” 
Luke xi. 51. 1 3 
Tender compaſſion fills my heart toward 
my fellow - creatures eſtranged from the har- 
monious government of the Prince of peace, 
and a labour attends me, that they may be 
gathered to this peaceable habitation, _ 
Ins being inwardly prepared to ſuffer adver- 
ſity for Chriſt's ſake, and weaned from a de- 
pendence on the arm of fleſh, we feel, that 
there is a reſt for the people of God, wy 
that 
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that ĩt ſtands in a perfect reſignation of our 
ſelves to his ar will; in this condition, 
all our wants and deſires are bounded by pure 
wiſdom, and our miods wholly attentive to 
the council of Chriſt inwardly communicated, 
which hath appeared to me as a habitation 
of ſafety for — Lord's people, in times abe 

outward commotion and trouble, and deſires, 

from the fountain of pure love, are opened 

in me, to invite my brethren and fellow-crea- 
tures to feel for, and ſeek after, that which 
mne i NE Sie a 
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